PENNY-WISE 


© The Official Publication of Early American Coppers, Inc. 



Volume XXXV Number 3 MAY 15, 2001 Consecutive Issue #204 


Copyright 2001, Early American Coppers, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Directory of Officers Page 1 40 

Harry E. Salyards 141 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES 

Franklin L. Noel 1 45 

Ron Manley 1 56 

Ron Manley 162 

Bill Eckberg 165 

Ron Manley 167 

Ray Williams 1 7 1 

MEETINGS AND MEMBERSHIP NOTES 
H. Craig Hamling 176 

Bill Eckberg 177 

Greg and Lisa Heim 1 80 

BobGrellman 183 

184 

March Wells 186 

Denis W. Loring 1 87 

Harry E. Salyards 1 89 

Sondra Beymer 189 

March Wells 189 

Fred Lake (with Bill Weber) 1 90 

Chuck Heck 1 94 

Phil Moore 195 

Jon Warshawsky 1 95 

Greg and Lisa Heim 1 97 

Mabel Ann Wright 1 97 

Rod Burress 1 98 

CLASSIC ARTICLE 

Walter Breen 199 

BOOK REVIEW 

Dan Demeo 201 

MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTOR NOTES 
John D. Wright 202 

Reigh Roelofs 203 

“The Boys of ‘94” 204 

Steve Ellsworth 205 

Bill Maryott 207 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 209 

FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 212 


214 


HS’s EAC Diary (with apologies to DL) 


The Portland Penny 
Original Mintages of Classic Head Cents 
Classic Head Cent Varieties: Mintage 
and Survivorship 

Outliers: Exceptions to General Principles 
Mintages and Survivorship 
New Jersey Coppers Part 52: 

Maris 25-S, 26-S, 26-d, 27-S, 28-S 


NY-NJ Meeting Report and Announcement 

EAC 2001: The Chairman’s Recollections 

2001 Half Cent Happening Recap 

2001 EAC Sale Report 

EAC Sale Prices Realized 

President's Convention Report 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

Editor’s Award Winner: Bill Eckberg 

Ladies’ Luncheon at EAC 

Call for Sale Proposals for 2003-2004 

EAC Convention Photo Album 

An Open Letter on the EAC Convention 

West Coast Regional Meeting Report 

2001 Large Cent Happening Wrap-Up 

2001 EAC Exhibit Recap 

EAC Library Report, 2001 

New Candidates for Membership 


The “Strawberry” Leaf Cents of 1793 


Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of Early United 
States Cents, 1793-1814 

Making Sense 
A Note of Thanks 
Die States of S-59 

Declaration of Candidacy for ANA Board 
A Breen Index to Sheldon Numbers and Pages 


-139- 


XXXV/ 204 


SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC OFFICERS 1999 THRU 2002 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 


President: 

Vice President: 
Treasurer: 
Secretary: 
Membership: 

PW Editor: 

Librarian: 

Historian: 

Sale Catalogers: 


March Wells, Jr., 2407 Tuckaho Road, Louisville, KY 40207 

Bob Grellman, PO Box 951988, Lake Mary, FL 32795 

John D. Wright, 1468 Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, Ml 49085 

Denis Loring, Box 32115, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33420 

Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215 

Harry Salyards, MD, 606 North Minnesota, Hastings, NE 68901 

Mabel Ann Wright, 1468 Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, Ml 49085 

Peter C. Smith, 2424 4 th Street, NE, #12, Minneapolis, MN 55418 

M&G Auctions, c/o Bob Grellman, PO Box 951988, Lake Mary, FL 32795 


Region #1 New England (ME, NH, VT, MA, Rl, CT) 


Chairman: 

Secretary: 


Joe Spingarn PO Box 782 Georgetown, CT 06829 

George Trostel 49 Bristol Street Southington, CT 05489 


Region #2 (NY, NJ) 


Chairman: Chuck Heck PO Box 298 

Secretary: Don Valenziano PO Box 223 


Bohemia, NY 11716 
Hicksville, NY 11801 


Region #3 Mid-Atlantic 


(PA, MD, DE, VA, WV, DC, NC) 


Chairman: Bill Eckberg 

Secretary: Red Henry 

Region #4 Southeast 


PO Box 25181 Alexandria, VA 22313 
PO Box 2498 Winchester, VA 22604 


Chairman: 

Secretary: 


Cindy Grellman PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 
Don Weathers PO Box 280195 Memphis, TN 38168 


Region #5 North Central 

Chairman: Rod Widok 

Secretary: JoeTomasko 

Region #6 South Central 


(OH, Ml, Wl, MN, IN, IL, ND, SD, NE, KY, IA) 

259 Wood Street Inverness, IL 60010 
PO Box 388386 Chicago, IL 60638 

(KS, AR, LA, MO, OK, CO, NM, TX) 


Chairman: Earl Sullivan 3324 East Orange Pearland, TX 77581 

Secretary: Chris McCawley PO Box 2967 Edmond, OK 73083 


Region #7 West (CA, WA, OR, MT, WY, UT, ID, NV, HI, AK) 

Chairman: Jon Warshawsky 10927 Caminito Arcada San Diego, CA 92131 

Secretary: Phil Moore PO Box 396 Van Nuys, CA 91408 

Region #8 Internet 


Chairman: Mark Switzer dc181@olg.com 

Webmaster: Jon Lusk cd@roms.com 


Founding Editor: 
Editor in Chief: 
Contributing Editors: 
Typist: 


Penny-Wise , published continuously since 1967. 
Warren A. Lapp, MD (1915- 1993) Editor in Chief (1967- 1986) 
Harry E. Salyards, MD, 1986 - 
Denis W. Loring, John D. Wright 

Debra A. Johnson, 119 Ringland Road, Hastings, NE 68901 


Printing: Lithotechnical Services, Inc., 1600 West 92 Street, Minneapolis, MN 55431 


- 140 - 


INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: HS’s EAC DIARY (with apologies to DL) 

Harry E. Salyards 

Thursday March 29. Never approached an EAC Convention with so little enthusiasm. . .Wells 
wants another board meeting— tonight: and I told him, don’t count on me being there! I won’t get 
in until evening, and I’ve already told you what I think about handling Reynolds’ debt to EAC; to 
start my vacation with an additional board meeting is about as pleasant to contemplate as a root 
canal. . . Weather to suit my mood: gray at home— gray and drizzly in Chicago— dark and pouring 
rain by the time we get to Washington— Dulles airport, really— didn’t bring a coat; thought it was 
supposed to be cherry blossom time— Springtime in Virginia, and all that. . .Then 60 miles via the 
beltway and 1-95, careening among the trucks in the rain, to Fredericksburg. . .Don’t want to even 
see anybody tonight. . .It’s 8:30, but it sounds like things are still going strong in the reception 
aftermath, up the stairs from registration. . .Avoiding that, we head for the hotel restaurant instead; 
we haven’t eaten since noon, after all. . .Hodges’ and Jaspers’ are at one of the two other, 
occupied tables— going over to greet them seems right, at least. . .And then to bed. 

Friday March 30. The sun is actually out, and it’s supposed to get warmer. . .Phyllis wants to 
know how long I want to be at the bourse; why, all day, of course— or at least most of it. . .So she 
heads off to tour Kenmore, the Fredricksburg mansion built for George Washington’s sister, as 
well as the house to which George moved his mother Mary when, in her sixties, he felt that she 
could no longer manage a farm; plus, there were troubled times immediately ahead (1772). . .And I 
hit the bourse. . .Pretty casual atmosphere. . .Not much of a crowd as yet, only ‘the usual 
suspects’. . .Julian Leidman’s here— nice to see him; look through all his Seated halves, alas 
without finding anything for the collection. . Jack Beymer: ditto. . .Tony Terranova has only an 
gray Unc. 1807 dime that doesn’t appeal, and an 1802/1 dollar that does— until I see the deep 
scratch across the brow, under a glass. . .Mary Sauvain has an 1840 Small Letters half in PCGS 
“64”— probably priced right for that date and grade, but I’ll be damned it I can see what separates it 
from a “63” grade; and the words of Jerry Bobbe (who unfortunately isn’t here) echo in my head: 
“buy the best you can understand”— well, I don’t understand, so I pass on it. . .Chris McCawley 
doesn’t have much out in the big velvet tray, where the special ‘goodies’ usually are found. . . 
Tom himself has nothing that tempts me. . .Stu Levine has some lovely early type, but that’s all 
out of my price range this year. . .Look at a few sale lots: nothing leaps out at me, and a couple of 
coins I had thought might be of interest really have significant impairments. . .Break to hear Bob 
Campbell, current ANA president, give his demonstration on retoning copper coins that have been 
dipped, whizzed, or otherwise commercially abused. . .First step is to get any phony toning off: a 
simple thiourea dip, followed by water and rubbing alcohol should accomplish that. A whizzed 
coin may also benefit from a scrub with baking soda paste— the more random scratches thus 
imparted will tone over better than the directional pseudo-luster imparted by the prior wire 
brushing. Then the coin goes on its side into the end of a standard hard plastic coin tube (or pill 
container), several lit wooden match ends are inserted into the tube, and the opening is occluded by 
hand— it helps to duct tape some tissue to the palm to prevent burns. In the vacuum thus created, 
there is what Bob calls “directional flow” of gas (smoke from the extinguished matches) over the 
surface of the coin that imparts the toning. (One does NOT want any match to TOUCH the coin, 
as that would leave a dark carbon spot.) Once a satisfactory color has been achieved, the coin 
should be brushed with Blue Ribbon, and put out under a hot lamp for a few days, to help “fix” 
the color. (Even then, xylene would take the color off, because the molecules are not as tightly 
bound to the copper as would occur naturally over the centuries; Bob suggested that perhaps they 
form covalent rather than ionic bonds.) And how would you detect a coin that had been so 
restored?— the Sniff Test: Bob says the smoky odor NEVER goes away. He thanked Steve 
Ellsworth for inviting him to give this talk at EAC; he said that he hasn’t been welcome to give it at 
an ANA convention in years, because once it became apparent that the grading services couldn’t 
weed out his ‘restored’ coins from ones with original color, he was the target of lawsuits and death 
threats— nice people, huh? Throughout the talk, he tried to keep the focus on being ethical about 
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this— his purpose was to show us how it could be done, to protect ourselves; NOT to suggest ways 
to deceive others. This was highlighted when, at one point, he answered an altogether-too-eager 
question with a wan smile and a shake of the head: “You’re starting to think like a coin dealer, and 
that concerns me!” I appreciated his perspective, and I told him so later. . .Then it was back to the 
bourse, and a quick check of the list of dealers with tables posted on the door. . .ah— Doug Bird IS 
here. . .must not have been set up when I passed through that part of the room the first time. So I 
wander by his table. . .perusing the coins in the case, my eye comes to rest on THE COIN: could I 
see THAT ONE, I ask? And I’m not kidding— looking at it under a glass, I felt a palpitation! 



A medium common variety— Sheldon 253— but not common in prooflike Mint State! Check the 
price— unh: very fair, but more than I came prepared to spend on anything this weekend. . .So I 
thank him, and move on. . .Stop to talk with Stu Hodge, who tells me that Del Bland isn’t coming 
again this year. . .1 asked Stu what he was buying, and got a terse “Nothing.” Sigh. . .Back to 
our hotel room to do some price research: no, you definitely don’t want that slabbed “64” half. 
But what about Bird’s S-253? What ABOUT it?! It’s damned expensive— and absolutely 
beautiful. . .Back to the bourse: it’s DEAD! I’ve seen it like this in the late Saturday afternoon lull- 
before-the-sale, but never on Friday! Sigh again. . .Maybe it’s just my mood, the one I came 
with. . .Still, I miss seeing Phil Ralls, and I miss seeing ALL of the Conder people— not just the 
Bobbes’, but Allan Davisson and Joel Spingam: Joel just sent out a catalog in which he’s offering 
his collection, a fully-illustrated FPL; I surely expected him to be here— he was when he sold his 
large cents, back in ‘93— but I later learn that there are extenuating circumstances: his wife is 
seriously ill. . .So I mosey back to Bird’s table: ‘Let me see that one, and that one, and that one’— 
all common middle and late date varieties with lots of red— conspicuously NOT asking to see 
THAT ONE (though I take note of the fact that it’s still there, now a half-hour before Friday’s 
close). . .knowing full well that I’m trying to rationalize a more conservative purchase, and feeling 
absolutely no enthusiasm: so I pass on the lot of them, and thank Doug for his patience. Phyllis 
has returned from her day of touring— reports that the sun actually came out, and it was pleasant! 
That’s a nice change! She toured Kenmore mansion, with its amazing decorative ceilings, and the 
Mary Washington house (which we’ll return to together Sunday). Then we’re off to dinner with 
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the Hodges’, Moores’, and Jaspers’, at the Riverview Steak and Seafood Restaurant, overlooking 
the Rappahannock-excellent fare— and back to the hotel just in time for me to crowd into the room 
to hear Craig Sholley’s talk on “Mechanical and Metallurgical Aspects of Die Preparation and 
Failure”: superbly done. Back to the room, still keyed up, I read a long Atlantic article, but still 
am wide awake. . .read a bit longer, and finally turn out the light. . .Phyllis has long since called it 
a day. 

Saturday March 31. 2:30 AM, and I’m suddenly awake, thinking about THE COIN. . .Spend the 
rest of the night until six dozing at best. . .board meeting at 7:30 goes smoothly enough, given all 
the politics of the past year; I announce that my editor’s award for the year goes to Bill Eckberg, 
who seems genuinely surprised. . .hit the bourse about nine. . .Avoiding Mr. Bird’s back comer 
for the moment, I make one last pass to make sure I haven’t missed anyone. . .ah, here’s Jim 
McGuigan— he’s got the only really pretty Bust Dime I’ve seen on the floor; but instead of the 
theoretical $2500 AU 1807, it’s a $6500 AU 1796. Given that my dilemma is dollars vis-a-vis 
rarity, this coin would solve nothing— and so, I thank Jim, and head back to the far right-hand 
comer of the room. . .Mr. Bird is at his station: ‘Can I see THAT ONE again?’ Doug smiles the 
smile of the fisherman with a solid tug on the line, and hands it to me. . .Fred Lake comes by, 
camera in hand, and takes my picture as I’m examining it. . . 


Yes, I want it. . .Offer some ‘stuff in partial trade— that’s my late friend Wayne Anderson’s term 
for all the eminently-replacable material you accumulate along the way— write a deposit check, 
agree to final terms, and lovingly carry it away. And my convention is made. And I won’t be 
buying any more coins on the bourse, or bidding tonight in the sale. And it doesn’t matter. Spend 
the rest of the morning casually making the rounds of the floor. . .buy an autographed set of Ruby 
catalogs from John Bums. . .look through the finally-published Breen large cent reference, sharing 
reminiscences with Mark Borckardt about its preparation. . .Speaking of Breen, Denis Loring tells 
the sad story of his correspondence with Walter during the last weeks of his life, including a 
California prison visit, and the last letter coming back to him stamped “DECEASED.” Pretty grim. 
Gravitate back to Stu Hodge’s table-seems like the right place, now that we’re BOTH buying 
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‘nothing’— and Stu’s mood seems better, now that there are several blank spaces among the middle 
dates he’s had out for sale. One piece that has ‘gone away’ is a beautiful 31N12 with two-star 
cud, to Fred Borcherdt— who has only been after it, according to Stu, for the last couple of 
decades. It turned up in Colorado, of all places, along with a host of other ‘hundred dollar AU’s’- 
-the going rate in the mid-’70s. . .Speaking of Fred, he stops by to show me another example of 
the latest state S-229, with double reverse rim cuds: yes, it’s the same state (but not the same coin!) 
as the one I sold to Tom Reynolds, right before the robbery in ‘99. Come to think of it, I don’t 
really know if that coin has ever turned up again. . .At noon, Phyllis retrieves me, and we head off 
for old town Fredericksburg. Walk down Caroline Street, checking out the antique shops. . .take 
in lunch at a quaint little restaurant in a restored 18th century house, a place that isn’t in the tourist 
guidebook (and unfortunately, I don’t recall the name): had a sandwich with goat cheese, salad, 
and wine; the Hecks’ are there, too. . .weather is distinctly blustery again today, so no one objects 
when the waitress asks if we mind her lighting the fireplace in the room. . .head across the river to 
visit George Washington’s Ferry Farm. No stately 18th century buildings here; merely a grassy 
expanse on the north bluff of the Rappahannock, a bit downstream from old Fredericksburg. 
Asked by the tourist brochure to “imagine young George Washington’s life here,” I pretty much 
come up with a blank. Being trained to the role of Virginia gentry, on one of several slave- 
cultivated plantations owned by his father Augustine— that’s as foreign to our world as the monastic 
life of the middle ages. What’s left, is a pastoral view: the roll of the land, the river below, the 
safe-haven town on the opposite bank, to which he’d move his widowed mother as the storm 
clouds of the Revolution gathered. And, with quite literal storm clouds overhead obscuring the 
sun, it’s feeling less and less like Spring. So, back to the hotel, and the bourse. . .Moores’ have 
to get an early dinner, because Phil is carrying sale bids for a number of collectors back home, so 
it’s a six-some for tonight. . .back to the room, watch the first half of Arizona-Michigan State, then 
gather in the lobby. . .walk over to the Outback: it’s a 90 minute wait, so we bail out and head 
back to old town, Ed Jasper driving. . .locate Claiborne’s, in the old train station— pay for valet 
parking— troop up to the door— and it’s an hour-and-a-half wait here, too. . .it is Saturday night, 
after all. . .So resign ourselves to the hotel dining room, which upon our arrival, is nearly 
deserted. . .let’s just say that there are reasons for this, notwithstanding the fact that what they 
haven’t run out of is relatively decent. Nonetheless, the highlight of our meal comes when the 
hotel’s “walkabout dining room minstrel,” a Mr. Tony Baker, serenades the solitary Julian 
Leidman at a nearby table, while Julian sings along : “Mothers, don’t let your babies grow up to be 
cowboys!” And remember, there are five other witnesses besides me, who can verify this story!! 
Finally, warmed with cabernet, I head off to catch a bit of the sale. I figure I’ll still be in time for 
the later Draped Bust cents; I especially want to see how lot 291 goes. They’re just ending a break 
in the action when I get upstairs. . .1 take a seat, and Denis calls Lot Number— 292! The way the 
last two hours have gone, it figures. . .Watch the action through the Classics, and then head back 
to the room— watch Maryland slowly crumble before Duke (damn!)— and by then, my day is about 
19 hours old. . .Read a short while, and lights out. 

Sunday April 1. Morning comes early, with the switch to daylight time. . .get breakfast, and then 
head for the general membership meeting, also pleasantly free of controversy. . .back to the bourse 
one last time. . .take another look at the exhibits before they come down. . .talk with Dan Holmes 
as he returns his display of 1801 ’s to their envelopes, one by one. . .Greg Heim can’t wait for his 
intro to Husker football in Lincoln, this coming September 8 against Notre Dame, and I’m looking 
forward to taking him. . .Spend a few minutes with Tom, who I’m very glad to say is still an 
enthusiastic member of EAC. . .Then say my other good-bye’s around the floor, and we’re off. . . 
And what started so negatively for me, ends with the Old Time Glow. Next April in Las Vegas 
will mark 21 EAC’s in a row for me; will I see you there? 
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THE PORTLAND PENNY 


Franklin L. Noel 

It is a legend in Portland, Oregon that the naming of the town turned upon the toss of a 
large cent. There is even an artifact on display at the Oregon Historical Society(OHS) that 
purports to be the actual coin used. One of the more colorful versions of the story, was written in 
1917 by Wilbur Hall, who wrote about Portland for the nationally circulated weekly magazine 
Colliers. Hall reported that the founders of Portland, Oregon, were New Englanders, Asa 
Lovejoy from Boston, Massachusetts, and Francis William Pettygrove from Portland, Maine. 
Hall envisioned the two men arguing on the banks of the Willamette River, the site of their 
newly acquired land claim. He described the naming of Portland this way: 

"Lovejoy maintained that Boston was a city of obvious superiority over any six 
cities in Maine. Pettygrove held that Portland was a place with a past, present, 
and future that left Boston hitched to the rail, and he believed he could prove it. 
The difficulty was that neither of the two men would use fighting words - they 
being New Englanders, and therefore prudent- and the debate might have left the 
infant city to go down through history without any name at all if the gentlemen 
had not in the end, suddenly hit on the idea — that is, idear — of confiding the 
decision to fate. 


Mr. Lovejoy . . . drew out a penny. . . . ‘leal Tate that we better call the fall o this 
penny, Pettygrove - best two out o’ three. What do ye say? Mr. Pettygrove said 
yes. 

Mr. Lovejoy tossed the Penny. 

Mr. Pettygrove named ‘heads.’ 

He won. They tossed again. Mr. Lovejoy won. Mr. Pettygrove turned around 
three times and threw his hat on the ground. Mr. Lovejoy spat into 
his cupped hand, whispered softly: ‘Come on, you little Joe,’ and pitched the 
penny high. It struck the soft turf and the two men collided in the excitement 
of discovering how the die had been cast. 

It was heads. Mr. Lovejoy kicked the penny into the river in disgust and went 
away without saying good-by. Mr. Pettygrove grinned at his late partner s back 
and chuckled dryly. 

And on the turn of a penny the metropolis of Oregon received its name and 
became Portland." 1 


'Hall, Wilbur, "Portland the Spinster", Colliers Magazine, Vol 59; # 10, pp. 30-38(May 
17, 1917). 
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Is there any truth to this legend? Is the OHS artifact really the coin used? 

The Founders of Portland 

The city of Portland, Oregon was established by Asa Lawrence Lovejoy and Francis W. 
Pettygrove, who acquired 640 acres on the Willamette River from William P. Overton. All three 
men came to the Oregon Territory in 1843. In that same year, Overton claimed a square mile of 
land (640 acres) on the Willamette River in what is now downtown Portland. Lovejoy and 
Pettygrove each told a slightly different story regarding how they acquired Overton’s 640 acre 
claim. 


Asa Lawrence Lovejoy was bom in Groton, Massachusetts in 1808. 2 He came to the 
Oregon Territory and met Overton in 1843. That same year, Overton decided to move to Texas, 
leaving to Lovejoy his entire claim to the 640 acres on the Willamette River. Lovejoy described 
the transaction years later to Hubert Howe Bancroft, an historian of the American west 3 : 

"He just said he was going away and he would as leave give it to me as 

anybody. I rather fancied the place, and concluded I would take it." 4 

Soon after giving away his land, Overton changed his mind about going to Texas and 
asked Lovejoy to return half of the claim. Lovejoy, having paid nothing for the land, and having 
done nothing to develop it, was happy to give half back to Overton. In the spring of 1 844, after 
cutting some logs to build a house on the property, Overton again decided to leave Oregon. 
Lovejoy then asked Overton if he could have back the whole claim. Overton denied this request 
but did give Lovejoy a right of first refusal on the half of the claim that he had taken back from 
him the previous fall. In his conversation with the historian, Lovejoy recalled that Overton found 
a buyer for his half of the claim who was willing to pay $200. Overton offered it to Lovejoy for 
$100. As Lovejoy was perfectly satisfied with only half the claim, he declined Overton’s offer. 

Overton then sold the remaining half of the claim to Francis W. Pettygrove. Pettygrove 


2 Scott, Harvey W., History of the Oregon Country. Vol. II., p. 319 (Cambridge, Riverside 
Press, 1924); 

3 Bancroft lived from 1832 to 1918. He was a prolific researcher and writer on the history 
of the American West. As an early practitioner of oral history, he and his staff interviewed 
hundreds of pioneers creating a wealth of original source material for future generations of 
historians. For more on this fascinating figure of the American West, and the library created from 
his materials visit the Bancroft Collection at the University of California at 
http://www.lib.berkelev.edu/BANC/banccoll. Bancroft’s interview with Lovejoy, which was 
conducted in 1878 was edited and published in 1930 by Henry E. Reed. See, Reed, Henry E.,(ed) 
"Lovejoy’s Own Story; Oregon Trail Journey, 1842", Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31, p. 
237(1930). 

4 Reed, Henry E., (ed), at , 255. 
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was bom in Calais, Maine in 1812 and also came to the Oregon Territory in 1843. 5 He was 
interviewed in 1880 for an article in Portland’s daily newspaper the Morning Oregonian . 6 The 
occasion of the article was the 8 th annual reunion of the Pioneer Association, held the week 
before in Portland. Pettygrove recalled the transaction by which he and Lovejoy came to own 
Overton’s claim a little differently. Pettygrove told the Oregonian that he and Lovejoy were 
engaged together in the merchandising business at Oregon City, which is about 12 miles up the 
Willamette River from the site of Overton’s square mile claim. According to Pettygrove, 

Overton, offered he and Lovejoy the full 640 acres in 1843. The Oregonian reported: 

"As there was no money in the country at that time, all traffic was conducted 
on the ‘barter and swap’ plan. The merchants held Overton’s offer in refusal 
for a few days until they could leam whether or not his claim could be reached 
by ships, all of which then discharged their cargoes at Vancouver from whence 
goods were taken to Oregon City by canoes and barges." 7 

Pettygrove tested the depth of the water adjacent to Overton’s claim to be sure ships could make 
it that far up the river. Ultimately, Pettygrove said, he and Lovejoy reached agreement with 
Overton to buy the claim from him for $50 in trade at their store. 

In 1 844 Lovejoy and Pettygrove hired a man to build a house on the land. Lovejoy told 
Bancroft, the historian, " in that spring of 1845 I took a surveyor and laid the town out." 
Although later that year Lovejoy sold his interest in the Portland site to Benjamin Stark, he 
remained active in Oregon civic affairs until his death in 1882. 8 Pettygrove sold his interest in 
the Portland site in 1848 to Daniel Lownsdale, and moved to the Washington Territory, where he 
later participated in the founding of Port Townsend, which is where he died in 1887. 


5 Scott, Harvey W., History of the Oregon Country . Vol. II., p. 319 (Cambridge, Riverside 
Press, 1924) 

6 "Portland’s Founder; Some Scraps of Early History", Morning Oregonian, June 28, 

1880, p. 1 

7 Ibid. The Vancouver mentioned in the quotation is a town on the Columbia River, in 
what was then the Washington Territory, not the larger Canadian city of the same name which is 
further north in British Columbia. Vancouver, Washington is on the north side of the Columbia 
River just across from where the Willamette River empties into the Columbia. 

8 Reed, Henry E.,(ed) "Lovejoy’s Own Story; Oregon Trail Journey, 1842", Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31, p. 237 (1930) 
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The Naming Legend 


The story of how a coin toss came to decide Portland’s name is familiar to the people of 
Portland. It has been retold many times. On the 100 th anniversary of the coin toss, the Oregonian 
published an article by Walter Meacham, which again retold the story. Contrary to Wilbur Hall’s 
account in Colliers Magazine, Meacham’s description has Pettygrove, not Lovejoy, producing 
the one cent piece, and has Lovejoy, not Pettygrove, calling "heads": 

"Pettygrove gave Lovejoy his choice, so he took ‘heads,’ leaving Pettygrove 
‘tails.’ Pettygrove flipped the coin high in the air and it came down ‘tails.’ 
Lovejoy thought that it should be two out of three, so Pettygrove obliged him. 

The next toss showed ‘heads’ and they were where they had started from. 
Pettygrove won on the next toss and the town received its baptismal name - 
Portland" 9 . 

The most accurate account of the story comes from the men who actually tossed the coin. 
Both Lovejoy and Pettygrove, during their lifetimes, recounted how they came to name their 
new town. Both agree that a copper coin was tossed to decide who would name the town, and 
that the town would be named for either Portland, Maine, the principle city in Pettygrove ’s 
home state, or Boston, Massachusetts, which was in Lovejoy ’s home state. 

In his 1878 conversation with the historian Bancroft, Lovejoy described his coin toss 
with Pettygrove this way: 

"The naming of it lay between us. We snapped up a copper and 
he named it Portland. I should have named it Boston, because I came 
from there. He named it Portland because that was his state. 

But Portland is a very good name." 10 

The Oregonian reported Pettygrove’s account in 1880 as follows: 

"As a native of Maine he naturally thought of complimenting the metropolis of 
that state by giving it a namesake, while similar motives prompted 


’Meacham, Walter, "Portland: It’s Centenary City This Year; Canoe Trip by two Intrepid 
Pioneers Led to Settlement," Sunday Oregonian Magazine, October 7, 1945 p. 1. 

10 Reed, Henry E.,(ed) "Lovejoy’s Own Story; Oregon Trail Journey, 1842", Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 31, p. 237, 255 (1930). 
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Lovejoy to call the town Boston. The controversy was finally settled 
by tossing the single American coin in their possession, an old red cent. 

It was agreed that the one who threw the most heads in three flips should 
name the town. Lovejoy threw first and the result was tails 2, heads 1 . 

Pettygrove then tossed the coin -it first came heads and again heads - 
and so we live in Portland instead of Boston." 11 

The Portland Penny 

On display at the Oregon Historical Society (OHS) is a copper cent minted in 1835 which 
purports to be the original coin used in choosing the name of Portland. The coin, which the 
Society has come to call the "Portland Penny," was acquired from the "estate of Pettygrove" in 
1912. Is this the actual coin Lovejoy and Pettygrove used? If Wilbur Hall’s fanciful account in 
Colliers Magazine were true, the real Portland Penny lies at the bottom of the Willamette River. 
There is no evidence, however, to support Hall’s colorful description of the circumstances 
surrounding the coin toss. 12 Indeed, the historical record does not offer any easy answer to the 
question of whether what the OHS calls the "Portland Penny" is really the coin the founders of 
Portland flipped. 

The OHS coin certainly could be the one used by Lovejoy and Pettygrove to name the 
new settlement. It is a middle date large cent, minted in Philadelphia in 1 835, from a pair of dies 
that numismatists call Newcomb 10 13 , after the numbering system established for Middle Date 


'"'Portland’s Founder; Some Scraps of Early History", Morning Oregonian, June 28, 

1880, p. 1 

l2 The inaccuracy of Hall’s account is also evident in his description of how Pettygrove 
and Lovejoy came to acquire Overton’s claim. Hall’s account includes a description of an 
elaborate negotiation, occurring in 1843, between Overton on the one hand and Lovejoy and 
Pettygrove on the other. His account of the sale concludes, "[Pettygrove] counted into the hand 
of Mr. Overton fifty dollars in gold, minted by the Oregon Exchange Company." Hall, Wilbur, 
"Portland the Spinster", supra at 32. Not only does this account directly contradict both 
Pettygrove’s and Lovejoy’s own accounts regarding their acquisition of Overton’s claim, but the 
gold issues of the short lived Oregon Exchange Company were not struck until 1849, six years 
after Overton sold his claim to Portland’s founders. Yeoman, R.S., A Guidebook of United 
States Coins (54 th Edition; 2001), p. 300. 

13 Newcomb, Howard, R., United States Copper Cents; 1816-1857 (3d Ed. Numismatic 
Review 1963). The author would like to thank EAC member Pete Smith for his assistance in 
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die varieties by Howard Newcomb. Today, it is estimated that fewer than 200 specimens of this 
die variety survive. 14 The coin is well worn, grading not much better than Good-4 yet the reverse 
die cracks which characterize the Newcomb 10 are readily apparent. The obverse has a pair of 
gouges in the field in front of Liberty’s eyes, and a fairly deep mark through the letters of 
Liberty, as well as some other scattered scratches and marks, including a rim nick between 4 and 
5 o’clock. It has a fairly smooth reverse except for a planchette gouge near the rim between 5 
and 6 o’clock, and another mark hidden in the wreath leaves between 9 and 10 O’clock. The 
OHS cent was minted 10 years before the coin toss occurred. Pettygrove could have brought the 
coin with him when he came to Oregon in 1 843, or he could have received it in trade at the store 
he operated with Lovejoy at Oregon City. Whether this is the coin Pettygrove and Lovejoy used 
is a different question. 

The mystery of 1912 

According to Marsha Matthews, Director/ Artifact collections at the Oregon Historical 
Society(OHS), the accession file for "The Portland Penny," shows only that the coin was 
delivered to the OHS in 1912 by Willard P. Smith of San Francisco, who was acting on behalf of 
the "estate of Pettygrove." It was not given an accession number until 1968. It is now Artifact 
#68-534. Ms Mathews told the author that in the past artifacts were not always diligently 
cataloged when they were acquired. In 1968 many artifacts, which had been in the society’s 
possession for some time, were cataloged and given accession numbers. The Portland Penny was 
one such artifact. 15 

Willard P. Smith, was a prominent lawyer who practiced in San Francisco from 1907 
until his death in 1933. 16 In 1930, when Henry Reed edited and published Bancroft’s 1878 
interview with Lovejoy, he observed that "A coin bequeathed by the will of Pettygrove, 
purporting to be the original used in choosing the name of Portland, is in the archives of the 


making the attribution of the Portland Penny. 

14 Robinson, Jack H., Copper Quotes by Robinson (15 th ed.1997) 

15 Telephone conversation between the author and Marsha Mathews, Director/ Artifact 
collections, Oregon Historical Society, 8/1/00; e-mail messages to the author from Marsha 
Mathews, dated 10/23/00; and 10/26/00. 

16 Obituary, Willard Smith, Attorney, Dead; Succumbs at 66 after Illness, San Francisco 
Chronicle. August 19, 1933. 
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Oregon Historical Society." 17 It would appear at first glance that Willard Smith was the attorney 
for Pettygrove’s estate and that he delivered the coin to the OHS in accordance with instructions 
in Pettygrove’s Will. However, Francis W. Pettygrove died on October 5, 1887. His Will 
makes no mention of the Penny, and his estate was closed in 1889, 23 years before the coin was 
delivered to the OHS. Pettygrove’s son, Benjamin Stark Pettygrove and son in law, Cap’t James 
McIntyre served as executors of the estate. 18 

Although Lovejoy mentioned the coin toss to Bancroft in 1878 and Pettygrove described 
it to the Oregonian in 1880, neither one said anything about either of them retaining the coin 
they had used. While a cent had substantially more purchasing power in Oregon in 1 845 than it 
has today, 19 it was not so valuable that a successful pioneer like Pettygrove could not afford to 
keep it as a souvenir. If he did, why was it not delivered to the OHS in 1887 or 1888 shortly 
after Pettygrove died; or at least before the estate was closed in 1889? It is possible that 
Pettygrove did not leave the coin directly to the OHS, but instead passed it along to one of his 
children who in turn bequeathed it to the OHS. Perhaps the "Estate of Pettygrove" mentioned in 
the accession file is not the founder’s estate, but the estate of one of his heirs. If that were the 
case, one would expect the historical record to show that one of Pettygrove’s children died in 
1912 or shortly before; 191 2 being the date the coin was delivered to the OHS on behalf of a 
"Pettygrove Estate". 

However, 1912, does not correspond to the date that any likely Pettygrove heir died. 
Sophia Pettygrove, the wife of Portland founder F.W. Pettygrove, died in 1888 20 . They had seven 


17 Reed, "Lovejoy’s Own Story", at 255 n. 56. 

18 "Last Will & Testament of Francis W. Pettygrove, and codicil, filed December 10, 

1887; Estate of F.W. Pettygrove, Deceased (Memorandum of Files, Probate Court, Jefferson 
County, Washington Territory; Washington State Archives, Bellingham, Washington); Decree of 
Settlement of Administration" filed April 21, 1889, Probate Court, Jefferson County, 
Washington Territory; Washington State Archives, Bellingham, Washington. 

19 In a letter written to his brother, in February 1846, a Baptist missionary reported the 
prices of various articles in Portland; a pound of coffee cost 33.5 cents; a pound of nails 16 cents 
and a yard of common calico cotton cloth cost from 25 to 66.5 cents. The letter is reproduced in 
Henderson, et al, (eds)"Correspondence of The Reverend Ezra Fisher, Pioneer Missionary of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society in Indiana, Illinois, Iowa and Oregon", Quarterly of the 
Oregon Historical Society, vol. XVI March 1915-December 1915, p277;280. 

20 Susan Pratt, who is a direct descendant of a brother of the Portland founder, F.W. 
Pettygrove has a collection of genealogical material on the Pettygrove family which indicates 
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children. Alfred Benson Pettygrove and Lucinda Pettygrove both died before their father. 
Daughter Ann Amelia Kuhn, died sometime before October, 1888. Sons Benjamin Stark 
Pettygrove, and Francis William Pettygrove, died in 1913 and 1922 respectively. Oldest 
daughter Sophia McIntyre died in 1937 at the age of 89 , 21 Although the author has been unable 
to ascertain the precise date of death of Pettygrove’s only other child, Lucy Charlotte Conner, 
there is reason to believe that she was still alive in 1922, when her younger brother, Francis 
William Pettygrove died 22 . In any case, even if she had died in 1912 and was the source of the 
Portland Penny, presumably her estate would have used her married name, Conner, and not her 
maiden name of Pettygrove. 

If the OHS artifact is the coin Pettygrove and Lovejoy used to name the town of Portland, 
son Benjamin Stark Pettygrove is the most likely one to have donated it. Of all of the Pettygrove 


that the wife of F.W. Pettygrove, Sophia died in 1888 a few months after he did. E-mail 
communication to the author dated 10/27/00. 

21 The Last Will & Testament of Francis W. Pettygrove was drafted in San Francisco in 
1870. In it he names all seven of his children. In 1873 he executed a codicil which mentions 
only 6 surviving children. A genealogical file in the library of the Oregon Historical Society 
shows that daughter Lucinda R. Pettygrove died in 1872. Son Alfred Benson Pettygrove died in 
1878, son Benjamin Stark Pettygrove died in 1913, son Francis William Pettygrove died in 
1922, daughter Sophia Pettygrove McIntyre died in 1937. The genealogical file is silent as to the 
dates of death for two other daughters, Lucy Pettygrove Conner, and Ann Amelia Kuhn. E-mail 
message to the author from Shawna Gandy, Manuscripts Assistant, Oregon Historical Society. 
However the Probate file for Francis William Pettygrove’s estate establishes that daughter Ann 
Amelia Kuhn died before October 1888, because there is in the Probate file an order, dated 
October 18,1888, appointing a guardian ad litem to represent the interest of 7 minor children, all 
sur-named Kuhn who are described by the Court as children of a "deceased daughter" of Francis 
William Pettygrove. Other documents in the probate file establish that Pettygrove’s other 
surviving heirs were limited to: Sophia Pettygrove, (wife), Benjamin Stark Pettygrove, Sophia 
Pettygrove McIntyre, and Francis William Pettygrove. In Re Estate of F. W. Pettygrove Sr., 
Jefferson County, Washington Territory; Washington State Archives, Bellingham, Washington. 

22 When Francis William Pettygrove, Jr. died in 1922, his obituary said he was survived 
by two sisters, Mrs. Sophia McIntyre of Seattle and Mrs. Edward Stephenson of San Francisco. 
San Francisco Chronicle, vol. CXXL, No. 141, December 3, 1922; p. C-7. As the deaths of all 
other sisters have been documented, it is reasonable to infer that Lucy Charlotte Connor must 
have remarried a man named Edward Stephenson, and that she was still alive in 1922. She 
would have been 66 years old. 
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children, he appears to have the strongest ties to Portland, even though he left Portland at age six, 
when his father moved the family to Port Townsend, Washington. Benjamin Stark Pettygrove 
was bom in 1846. He was the first "white male child" bom in Portland. He was also the first 
child bom to Pettygrove after he and Asa Lovejoy tossed the coin in 1845 to decide Portland’s 
name. He appears to be named for the man who became Pettygrove’s partner, when Asa 
Lovejoy sold his interest in Portland in 1845 to Benjamin Stark. Moreover, as executor of his 
father’s estate, Benjamin Stark Pettygrove would have been in a position to have possession of 
the coin if there was such a coin in the elder Pettygrove’s possession when he died. 

But in 1912, Benjamin Stark Pettygrove was still alive. He did not die until March 7, 

1913, following a long fight with stomach cancer. 23 If Benjamin Stark Pettygrove was the 
source of the Portland Penny, why was the coin delivered through an attorney acting on behalf of 
"the estate of' a Pettygrove who, although suffering from stomach cancer, was still alive? One 
possible answer is this: perhaps when the founder of Portland, Francis W. Pettygrove, died in 
1887 he had in his possession an 1835 large cent, which his son, Benjamin Stark Pettygrove, 
kept for himself until shortly before his own death. In 1912, for reasons which are lost to history, 
Benjamin Stark Pettygrove, acting in his capacity as executor of his father’s (long closed) estate 
may have decided to donate the coin to the OHS, and directed the lawyer, Willard P . Smith, to 
deliver the coin on behalf of "the estate of Pettygrove". 24 

But then there is the San Francisco question. 

The San Francisco Question 

In March of 1924, some in Portland believed the coin was owned by Pettygrove’s 
youngest son, also named Francis William, who died in San Francisco in 1922. 12 years after 
the OHS acquired its coin from a "Pettygrove Estate", a small article appeared in the Numismatist 
under the heading "Portland, ore., wants coin that decided its name." The article describes how 
Pettygrove and Lovejoy could not decide what to call the small settlement they had acquired 
from Overton. It then continued: 


23 "B.S. Pettygrove Passes Away", Port Townsend Daily Leader, Saturday, March 8, 
1913, p.l. 

24 His co-executor, brother in law James McIntyre, had died on January 3,1902. See: Web 
site listing information regarding people buried at Laurel Grove Cemetery in Port Townsend 
WA. http://castlescribe.hispeed.com/fam/lg/sumamem.html. According to Pettygrove 
descendant Susan Pratt, his gravestone at Laurel Grove Cemetery reports that he was "lost at 
sea"; e-mail message to the author dated 10/30/00 
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"To decide who would have the honor of naming the place they tossed a penny, and 
Lovejoy, a former citizen of Boston, lost and sold his share of the properties to a 
Benjamin Stark. 

"The coin is said to belong to the estate of Francis W. Pettygrove, coffee and tea 
merchant, at 45 Market street, who died December 1 . The penny is said to be the 
identical coin which Pettygrove’s father, F. W. Pettygrove, and A.L. Lovejoy ‘flipped’ in 
1 845 to determine who should christen the then small settlement now called Portland. 
Pettygrove won, and as he was from Portland, Maine, he named the settlement 
Portland." 25 


This younger Francis W. Pettygrove died in San Francisco, California on December 1, 1922, 
leaving two grown children. 26 

The thought that the original coin used in the Portland naming resided with a Pettygrove 
family member in San Francisco persisted into the 1960s. A story appeared in the Oregonian 
written by a reporter named Early Deane which describes a re-enactment of the Portland naming 
coin toss. Participating in the event were, Frank Pettygrove McIntyre, a great grandson of the 
Portland founder, F.W. Pettygrove, and Paul Lovejoy, who was no relation to the Portland 
founder who shared his surname, and Thomas Vaughn, the executive director of the Oregon 
Historical Society. The re-enactment was arranged by the newspaper. The article quotes the 
following exchange between Pettygrove’s great grand son, and Thomas Vaughn, the OHS 
Executive Director: 

"‘I don’t think that’s the original penny’, he told a simmering Vaughn. 

‘The Pettygrove family has the original. In San Francisco, I think.’ , 

‘The family gave us that coin’, Vaughn said, ‘I got it out of the vault. 

It is the original.’ The vault impressed Pettygrove, but the coin didn’t. 

‘Maybe it is’, he said." 27 


25 The Numismatist , vol XXXVII, no. 3, March 1924 p. 234. 

26 Obituary, San Francisco Chronicle, vol. CXXL, No. 141, December 3, 1922; p. C-7 

27 A Photocopy of the article was sent to the author by Susan Pratt, who is a direct 
descendant of a brother of the Portland founder, F.W. Pettygrove. Unfortunately the copy of the 
article is undated. Early Deane reported for the Oregonian from April 1961 until January 1980. 
(Telephone conversation with Human Resources Department of Oregonian, 1 1/20/00). A 
researcher at the Oregon Historical Society located a copy of the same article in a vertical file in 
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Conclusions 


As often happens when historical data is incomplete, more than one conclusion can be 
drawn from what is known. Indeed, to make their story more vivid, some writers, like Wilbur 
Hall, will make up details to fill in the missing pieces. Here, the evidence warrants the 
conclusion that Portland, Oregon was named by Francis W. Pettygrove in honor of the principle 
city of his home state of Maine after winning a coin toss with his partner, Asa Lovejoy, who 
wanted to name the new town Boston. The coin toss occurred in 1845, using a copper large cent. 
Whether the coin in the collection of the OHS is the actual one the two men used is not so easily 
answered. 

It is fairly certain that the coin in the OHS collection has a genuine Pettygrove pedigree, 
but it is impossible to know whether this is the precise coin used in thel845 coin toss to decide 
Portland’s name. It is not improbable that Benjamin Stark Pettygrove obtained the 1835 large 
cent when his father died, and donated it to the OHS on behalf of his father’s long closed estate 
in 1912. The Portland city representatives responsible for the notice in the 1924 Numismatist 
may simply have been unaware that the coin had been donated to the OHS 12 years earlier, and 
were mistaken in their belief that younger son, Francis William Pettygrove, Jr. owned the coin. 

It is also possible that when he died, the elder Pettygrove possessed more than one large 
cent dated before 1845, and that both Benjamin Stark Pettygrove and Francis William 
Pettygrove, Jr. each took one and each may have developed a family tradition that their coin was 
the one used to name Portland. Whether this is the precise coin that decided Portland’s name in 
1845 or simply a well worn cent around which a tradition later developed, the Portland Penny 
reminds us that every coin has a story to tell. 


the OHS library, but remarkably, that copy was also undated. Although the reporter identifies 
the Pettygrove great grand son as Frank Pettygrove McIntyre, suggesting he descended from 
F.W. Pettygrove’ s oldest daughter Sophia McIntyre, throughout the article, he refers to him as 
"Pettygrove." According to Susan Pratt, who has a collection of genealogical data on the 
Pettygrove family, the son of the San Francisco Pettygrove (Francis W. Pettygrove III) moved to 
Alaska. The daughter had married a man named Charles Soule. Efforts to identify and locate 
living descendants of the San Francisco Pettygrove line have been unsuccessful. 
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Original Mintages of the Classic Head Cents: 1808-1814 

Ron Manley 


How much is it worth? What grade is it? How many were struck? These are three of the 
most fundamental questions beginning collectors ask. For those more experienced, the first two 
questions usually have more-or-less definitive answers. However, the third question surprisingly 
presents more of a challenge. Only the total number of large cents coined each year was noted in 
early Mint reports, with little or no regard being given to accurately reporting the date on the 
coins themselves. This article is the result of my efforts to improve the knowledge we have of the 
original mintages for the large cents dated 1808-1814. 

A year ago, at EAC 2000, I informally proposed to Bill Eckberg that the Internet auction 
site eBay should provide an excellent database in which to study half cents. Eckberg’s subsequent 
research has firmly established that it is indeed a powerful tool for studying mintages. Eckberg 
used the yf (chi-square) test as a statistical method for evaluating his mintage and delivery 
predictions for half cents. 

For this study, eBay appearances of Classic Head cents were followed for a period of four 
months (auctions ending 10/8/00 - 2/08/01). Detailed records of each listing were maintained to 
minimize errors resulting from relistings due to non-sells and re-sells. 

The chi-square test has been previously described by Eckberg ( 1 ). Briefly, y 2 is calculated 
as: (number observed - number expected) 2 number expected. In Table 1, 1 have evaluated the 
Red Book mintages for the Classic Head cents using this statistical test. 

Table 1. Red Book Mintages 


Date 

Mintage (2) 

% of Mintage 

Expected 

Observed 

r 2 

1808 

1,007,000 

21.17 

120.5 

49 

42.425 

1809 

222,867 

4.68 

26.6 

28 

0.074 

1810 

1,458,500 

30.66 

174.5 

141 

6.431 

1811 

218,025 

4.58 

26.1 

41 

8.506 

1812 

1,075,500 

22.61 

128.7 

131 

0.045 

1813 

418,000 

8.79 

50.0 

57 

0.980 

1814 

357,830 

7.52 

42.8 

122 

146.557 

Totals 

4,757,722 

100.01 

569.2 

569 

205.018 


For a 95% confidence level, the critical chi-square value for seven categories (six degrees 
of freedom) is 12.6. As the chi-square is over sixteen times larger than that, it is certain that at 
least some of the Red Book mintages reported for the Classic Head cents are wrong. Less than 
half as many 1808s appeared as expected from the Red Book mintage — and more than twice as 
many 1814s. In addition, 1810 and 1811 varied significantly from the numbers expected from 
their respective Red Book mintages, although not as much as 1808 and 1814. 
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In Table 2, the chi-square test has again been used to analyze the eBay data, but this time 
using what I consider to be the actual Classic Head mintages. These presumed mintages were 
derived using my eBay data in combination with delivery data obtained from official Mint records 
(see my following article). 

Table 2. Presumed Mintages 


Date 

Mintage 

% of Mintage 

Expected 

Observed 

xi_ 

1808 

385,000 

8.37 

47.6 

49 

0.041 

1809 

222,867 

4.84 

27.5 

28 

0.009 

1810/1811 

1,676,525 

36.44 

207.3 

182 (141/41) 3.088 

1812 

1,075,500 

23.37 

133.0 

131 

0.030 

1813 

418,000 

9.08 

51.7 

57 

0.543 

1814 (S294) 

357,830 

7.78 

44.3 

48 

0.309 

1814 (S295) 

465,500 

10.12 

57.6 

74 

4.669 

Totals 4,601,222 

100.00 

569.0 

569 

8.689 


As the chi-square is much smaller than the critical value of 12.6, the presumed mintages 
must either be correct or very close to the actual mintages. A discussion follows for each date. 

1808 


There were 1,109,000 large cents minted in calendar year 1808. However, it has long 
been recognized that this mintage contained many cents dated 1807 (5). For this reason, the 

102.000 cents from the first delivery in 1808 (on March 31) were excluded from the Red Book 
listing for 1808 cents (2,4). The last cent delivery in 1808 was on September 30th and totaled 

385.000 coins (4). EBay data provide convincing evidence that only the 385,000 large cents 
delivered on September 30, 1808 were dated 1808. 

I have collected eBay data on the Draped Bust large cents as an extension of my research 
on the Classic Head cents discussed here and in the following article. Analysis of that data will be 
presented in a future article. In brief, these findings fully support my conclusion that the 
1808-dated mintage totaled only 385,000 cents. 

1809 


The Red Book mintage of 222,867 cents for this date appears correct (2). The 47,367 
cents delivered on June 3, 1809 exhausted the Boulton cent planchets that had been received in 
October 1807 (5). Twenty tons of new cent planchets (-1,866,667 pieces) were received from 
Boulton & Watt on November 24, 1809 (5). Mintage commenced immediately and 175,500 
1809-dated cents were struck using the new planchets. These were delivered on December 31, 
1809. 


If Boulton planchets received in 1807 can be distinguished from the ones received in 1809 
on the basis of average weight or some other characteristic, such information could be used to test 
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my conclusion that the Red Book’s mintage for 1809 cents is correct. Simply put, EDS 1809 
cents were struck using a different shipment of Boulton planchets than LDS 1809 cents. 

1810-1811 

More Classic Head cents were struck in 1810 than any other year — a total of 1,458,500. 
Only 218,025 cents were struck in 1811 — all by March 11th (5, 6). However, the eBay data 
indicate the 1810-dated mintage was less than the Red Book amount. My data also indicate that 
the 181 1 -dated mintage was greater than the Red Book number by 100,000 or more cents. Could 
some 181 1 -dated large cents have been struck in 1 810? 

By October 31, 1810, a total of 1,427,000 cents had already been struck at the Mint using 
Boulton planchets received in 1809 (5, (5). Thus, less than 440,000 cent planchets remained 
available for coinage (see 1809 ). On that same date. Mint Director Patterson wrote Matthew 
Boulton a letter discussing the situation (5). An agreement to ship more planchets was reached 
but Patterson was aware that these would not arrive for quite some time — certainly not until 
well after the available planchets ran out at the current rate of mintage. 

The director recognized the Mint would be without planchets for an extended period (the 
new planchets were not actually received until April 15, 1 812) (5). I believe a decision was made 
to overdate an unused 1810 die and begin striking 1811/10 cents in late 1810 — to ensure that at 
least some 1811 -dated cents were struck. The 1810-dated mintage was already quite large — 
over one million pieces were struck bearing that date. Apparently, most of the 1811/10 variety 
(S286) was included with 1810-dated cents in the delivery of 244,000 cents on December 28, 
1810. Because the cents from this delivery would not become pocket change for the general 
public before early 1811, the decision to strike 1811 -dated cents early should not be considered 
controversial. 

1812-1813 

The Red Book mintages reported for these dates appear correct. These were the first 
cents struck using planchets received from Boulton & Watt on April 15, 1812(7). 

1814 


Analysis of eBay data strongly indicates that the 357,830 cents delivered in 1814 were not 
all of the cents struck bearing this date — or even the majority! Compelling evidence exists that 
the 357,830 cents struck in 1814 were only the crosslet 4 variety (S294). These were minted 
using the last of the Boulton planchets received in 1 812. 

In December 1815, a shipment of five tons of cent planchets (-466,667 pieces) was 
received from Boulton & Watt (5). Striking cents began immediately, although no copper coins 
were delivered in 1815. On February 27, 1816, 465,500 large cents were delivered (8). This 
exhausted the 1815 Boulton planchets. No more planchets would be received until June 1816 (8). 
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Both R. W. Julian and John Wright concluded that the cents coined in December 1815 
were dated 1816, employing a pre-dated 1816 obverse die (9, 10). This was a reasonable 
conclusion but my data refute it. In 1988, Walter Breen was not even aware that cents had been 
struck in 1815 (5). However, the evidence I present firmly establishes that the 465,500 cents 
delivered in February 1816 were dated 1814. Specifically, these cents were the plain 4 variety 
(S295). 


If Boulton planchets received in 1812 had been used for all large cents dated 1812-1814, 
the cents from each date should have the same average weight. However, the 465,500 cents 
delivered in February 1816 were coined using a different shipment of Boulton planchets, received 
in 1815. I realized that the average weight of 1814 S295 specimens might be measurably different 
from the 1812, 1813, and 1814 S294 cents — which would provide evidence that they were 
minted using a different planchet supply. At my request, Tom Reynolds weighed the Classic Head 
cents in his inventory by die variety (11). These included 27 specimens dated 1812-1814. Their 
average planchet weights are shown below. 

Average planchet weights by date 


1812 

165.7 ± 1.9 (N = 6) 


1813 

165.4 ± 2.5 (N = 6) 


1814 

166.0 ± 1.8 (N= 10) 

S294 only 

1814 

168.5 ± 3.0 (N = 5) 

S295 only 


An average weight of -166.0 grains was found for cents dated 1812 and 1813 — and for 
1814 cents of the S294 variety. However, the average weight of S295 cents was found to be 2.5 
grains heavier! R. W. Julian has observed that the 1815 Boulton planchets were “very close to 
the legal requirement of 7 pennyweights (10.89 grams)” (8). This standard weight is equivalent to 
168.0 grains — precisely the average weight found for 1814 S295 specimens! This suggests 
(although does not by itself prove) that S294 and S295 were minted using different planchet 
stock. 


Additional evidence that the 465,500 cents delivered in February 1816 were dated 1814 is 
provided by eBay data gathered on the 1816-1818 cents in online auctions ending from 11/17/00 
to 02/01/01 . Significantly fewer 1816-dated cents appeared in this group than expected from the 
reported mintage for 1816 (see the chi-square tests below). This finding is supported by data 
previously published by Tom Reynolds (12). 

If the 465,500 cents delivered in 2/16 were dated 1816: 


Date 

Mintage 

% of Mintage 

Expected 

Observed 

—l 2 

1816 

2,820,982 

28.39 

96.0 

79 

3.010 

1817 

3,948,400 

39.74 

134.3 

147 

1.201 

1818 

3,167,000 

31.87 

107.7 

112 

0.172 

Totals 

9,936,382 

100.00 

338.0 

338 

4.383 
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At a 95% confidence level, the critical chi-square value for three categories (two degrees 
of freedom) is 5.99. Because the chi-square is smaller than this, the possibility that the 465,500 
cents delivered in February 1816 were dated 1816 cannot be ruled out. The statistical effect of 
465,500 cents is proportionally smaller for a mintage of 2,820,982 cents (the number delivered in 
1816) than for 823,330 cents (the presumed number dated 1814). Still, the chi-square is near the 
critical value and most of it comes from 1816. However, . . . 

If the 465,500 cents delivered in 2/16 were dated 1814: 


Date 

Mintage 

% of Mintage 

Expected 

Observed 

y2 

1816 

2,355.482 

24.87 

84.1 

79 

0.309 

1817 

3,948,400 

41.69 

140.9 

147 

0.264 

1818 

3,167,000 

33.44 

113.0 

112 

0.009 

Totals 

9,470,882 

100.00 

338.0 

338 

0.582 


The statistical fit is much improved if we assume the 465,500 cents in the February 1816 
deliveries were dated 1814. The fit is particularly improved for 1816. Were the data skewed due 
to contamination from uncirculated Randall hoard or worn Butternut hoard specimens? The 
answer is “No”. The eBay database contained only nine uncirculated specimens (two dated 1816, 
one dated 1817, and six dated 1818). The Reynolds database was assembled before the discovery 
of the Butternut hoard. Thus, overwhelming evidence exists that the cents delivered in February 
1816 were dated 1814 — not 1816. The 1814-dated cent mintage was unquestionably 823,330 
cents. 

Conclusions 

Only 385,000 cents dated 1808 were struck. The Red Book mintages for cents dated 
1809, 1812, and 1813 are correct. Although the combined Red Book mintage for cents dated 
1810 and 1811 cents is correct, many cents from the 1811/10 overdate variety S286 were 
apparently included in 1810’s reported mintage. The 1814-dated mintage totaled 823,330 cents. 
All 357,830 cents struck in 1814 were of the variety S294 (crosslet 4). The 465,500 cents 
delivered in February 1816 were the 1814-dated variety S295 (plain 4). The 1816-dated mintage 
was therefore 2,355,482 cents. 
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NY/NJ Regional Meeting 

When: 

Saturday - May 19, 2001 at 1 pm 

Where: 

Garden State Numismatic Association Convention 
Ukranian Cultural Center, Somerset, NJ 
Exit 10 off Rt. 287; Rt. 527 North; 

Left on Davidson Ave. to the show. 

Why: 

Because we need a meeting! 

Contact: 

Chuck Heck (631)928-0909 or cflieck@ix.netcom.com 
Craig Handing (845)355-4507 orhcraig@warwick.net 

Agenda: 1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Introductions 

EAC 2001 in Fredericksburg, Va. 

EAC 2002, 2003 

The Breen/Borckardt Book 

A color slide show of overdates and die-cutter blunders 
Show & tell; Swaps & sales 

Please bring anything copper that you find interesting for the Show & Tell. Too often we rely on others to 
bring their coins when in fact everyone likes to look at anything copper. Anything worth collecting is 
worth sharing. If you have a son or daughter, bring them along - they just might find all this stuff pretty 
interesting. And lastly, bring along anything you might want to sell or trade as this is a perfect opportunity 
to mix it up with fellow enthusiasts. 

PS: The C4 will meet at 2 pm! 


See you there! 
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The Classic Head Cent Varieties: 

Estimated Mintages and Survivorship 

Ron Manley 

In the preceding article, I reported my research on the original mintages of the Classic 
Head cents (7). Appearances were followed for a four month period (10/8/00 - 2/8/01) on the 
Internet auction site eBay. I determined the die variety for each unattributed specimen that 
appeared, whenever adequate photos were posted. If attribution was provided by the seller, I 
independently confirmed it. This information was used to determine the surviving proportion of 
each variety by date. 

In Table 1, I have given mintage estimates for each Classic Head cent variety. 
These were calculated for each variety as: 


Estimated mintage = (date mintage) x (% of date on eBay). 

Table 1. Estimated mintages, survivors, and rarity ratings of the 1808-1814 cent varieties 


Date 


% of Date(s) 

Est’d 

Est’d 

Calc’d 

CQR 

(Mintage) 

Variety 

on eBay 

Mintages 

Survivors (0.6%) 

Raritv 

Raritv ‘98 

1808 

S277 

21.4 

82,000 

490 

R3- 

R2 

(385,000) 

S278 

21.4 

82,000 

490 

R3- 

R3 


S279 

57.1 

220,000 

1,300 

R2 

R1 

1809 

S280 

100.0 

222,867 

1,300 

R2 

R2 

(222,867) 







1810 

S281 

27.5 

461,000 

2,800 

R1 

R1 


S282 

17.9 

300,000 

1,800 

R2- 

R2 


S283 

18.6 

312,000 

1,900 

R2-/R1+ 

R2 

(1,676,525) 

S284 

9.0 

151,000 

910 

R2+ 

R3 


S285 

4.5 

75,000 

450 

R3 

R2 

1811 

S286 

10.4 

174,000 

1,000 

R2+ 

R3 


S287 

12.1 

203,000 

1,200 

R2 

R2 

1812 

S288 

20.7 

223,000 

1,300 

R2 

R2 


S289 

32.4 

348,000 

2,100 

R1 

R1 

(1,075,500) 

S290 

36.0 

387,000 

2,300 

R1 

R1 


S291 

10.8 

116,000 

700 

R2+ 

R2+ 

1813 

S292 

50.9 

213,000 

1,300 

R2 

R2 

(418,000) 

S293 

49.1 

205,000 

1,200 

R2 

R2 

1814 

S294 

39.1 

322,000 

1,900 

R2-/R1+ 

R1 

(823,330) 

S295 

60.9 

501,000 

3,000 

R1 

R1 
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I have assumed that survival is proportional to original mintage for the varieties of each 
date. Usually, such an assumption cannot be tested directly. However, a direct test is possible for 
the varieties S280 and S292-S295. The mintages in Table 2 for the varieties S280 and S292-295 
are presumed exact, as they were derived from eBay data in conjunction with official delivery 
data. In addition, an indirect test is possible by noting how well estimated survivors agree with 
current rarity ratings (2). A survival rate of 0.6% produced excellent correlation. 

Mint delivery records were obtained from articles generously provided by R. W. Julian 
(3-6). I have made delivery assignments for the 1808-1814 cent varieties in Table 2 using the 
data in Table 1. In addition, I have assumed that the overdate variety S281 was the first variety 
struck in 1810. I have also placed the 1812 varieties S288 and S289 last in 1812. These two 
1812 varieties used the same 8 punch as all varieties dated 1813 and 1814. 

Table 2. Classic Head cent deliveries 


Delivery Date 

Warrant # 

Amount 

Date (s) 

Probable Varietv(ies) 

9/30/08 

76 

385,000 

1808 

S277, S278, S279 (on 1807 
planchets) 

6/03/09 

78 

47,367 

1809 

S280 (exhausted 1 807 planchets) 

12/31/09 

81 

175,500 

1809 

S280 (began 1 809 planchets) 

3/29/10 

82 

388,000 

1810 

S281 

6/29/10 

83 

522,000 

1810 

S281, S282, S284 

9/27/10 

84 

304,500 

1810 

S283 

12/28/10 

85 

244,000 

1810, 1811 

S285, S286 

3/12/11 

86 

218,025 

1811 

S286?, S287 (exhausted 

1809 planchets) 

6/29/12 

88 

554,500 

1812 

S290, S291 (began 1812 

9/14/12 

89 

243,000 

1812 

S288?, S289? planchets) 

12/12/12 

90 

278,000 

1812 

S288?, S289? 

6/29/13 

91 

196,000 

1813 

S293 

9/30/13 

92 

222,000 

1813 

S292 

10/27/14 

93 

357,830 

1814 

S294 (exhausted 1812 planchets) 

2/27/16 

94 

465,500 

1814 

S295 (on 1815 planchets) 


Conclusions and Summary 

Mintage estimates of Classic Head cent varieties were derived from eBay data in 
conjunction with official delivery records. Analysis indicates that survival is proportional to the 
original mintage for this group of cents. The apparent survival rate is approximately 0.6%. This 
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suggests that -28,000 Classic Head cents survive in all grades. My eBay database of 569 coins 
represents an estimated 2.1% of the surviving mintage. 

My landings suggest that the current rarity ratings for Classic Head cent varieties are 
mostly correct. However, there are a few exceptions. The 1808 varieties S277 and S278 appear 
to both be R3- and S279 appears to be R2. Both the Reynolds and eBay databases agree that 
1810 S284 is more available than S285 (7). Thus, S284’s current R3 rating should be changed to 
R2+. Reynolds first proposed that S285’s rarity rating be changed to R3 in 1990 (7). My data 
strongly support Reynolds’ recommendation. The 1811/0 overdate variety S286 appeared nearly 
as often as the normal date 1811 variety S287 in my eBay database. My data suggest that S286 is 
R2+. Although not described as such, the R2 variety S287 was very over-represented in the 
Reynolds database (7). Reynolds owned more S287s than he owned of any R1 variety (except 
S295). 
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The Coin Collector's Journal. 


Feb. 1881 . 


1808 CENTS. 



No. 1, with reverse A. Of this date there is but one. obverse ; of 
which our illustration is quite accurate, showing the change in the design 
from that used since 1796. They are known as “ Turban heads,” possibly 
because there is no turban on them ; the broad fillet or band being erro- 
neously taken to be the band of a cap or turban. 

Reverse — This illustration is not so correct in its relative measure- 
ments as we should have desired, but it will serve to show the type 
then adopted. ■ The distances between D and s, and s and o measure 1£ 
each, and from F to A but 1J; the point of the highest leaf terminates 
beneath the centre of final s in states. 
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Outliers: Exceptions to General Principles 

Bill Eckberg 

Craig Sholley recently claimed to have invalidated some conclusions that I arrived at after 
about a year of investigating the surviving population of half cents ( Penny-Wise , March, 2001). 
He rejects what he alleges to be the “fallacy” that the size of the surviving population is usually 
proportional to the original mintage. To state this idea differently: in general, the scarcest coins 
are rare because relatively few were made, and common coins are readily available because 
many were made. Put in these terms, the concept seems obvious. His counterargument is based 
on the reports that some early copper coins were either selectively destroyed or selectively saved. 
While this is true for a few dates, it is demonstrably not the general case. 

What Sholley apparently fails to understand is that for his argument to be accepted, selective 
destruction and/or conservation of specific dates and varieties would have to be the norm, not 
the exception. No such evidence has been reported, nor am I aware that anyone has seriously 
suggested that most half cent and large cent varieties were either selectively saved or selectively 
destroyed. With the exceptions of the hoard coins and a few others that might have been saved as 
scarce, interesting or unusual, they were subjected to normal destructive forces. Other than those 
of 1855, the surviving hoards are not large enough to skew the population data I used. 

He also errs in claiming that the concept of proportional survivorship is a basis for my 
method. It is not. This idea developed out of the data, not the other way around. 1 initially 
formulated it as an intuitive hypothesis and tested it by examining the surviving population. It 
was supported by the data from all types for which reliable estimates of the original mintage 
were available. Thus far, my method has only been used on half cents, but it could be applied to 
any population of coins of any denomination. No doubt it will be in the future, and after it has 
been broadly tested we will know if proportional survivorship is a general principle. 

Sholley misunderstands and misrepresents the relationship of my findings to the study of 
emission sequences. I have never claimed that there is “a clear, irrefutable emission sequence” 
for any date or type, nor do I believe any current emission sequence to be irrefutable. To the 
contrary, I showed that existing populations can be used to test the validity of proposed emission 
sequences. In the case of the 1809 half cents, my data showed that none of the published 
emission sequences could be correct but another sequence that had not been proposed previously 
could be. What I have done is introduce an additional tool for the analysis of emission sequences 
that takes into account a kind of information that has not been used previously. 

I am scientist with a Ph.D. and over 30 years’ research experience at the university level. I 
state this as background only. It was my intent to use this scientific training and experience to 
examine the surviving population of half cents and see what could be learned from the coins, 
themselves. As a scientist, it was my intent to have as few preconceived notions as possible and 
let the evidence lead where it might. As the data came in, certain trends became clear (Late Dates 
appeared more often relative to the number minted than did Draped Busts, for example). As 
these trends appeared, I began to formulate and test hypotheses. For a hypothesis to be scientific, 
it must make predictions that can be tested, and all hypotheses must be “null” hypotheses. You 
must hypothesize that whatever you are studying is random and let the data show if it truly is. 

In the study of surviving populations of obsolete coins, survivorship in proportion to original 
mintage is the only null hypothesis. This is another concept that Sholley has evidently failed to 
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grasp, despite the fact that he and I corresponded about it early in my project. I shared my 
findings with him and asked his opinions, largely because some of my findings refuted some of 
the propositions he had committed to paper, and I wanted to let him know that data did not 
support his ideas before he carried them farther. 

Sholley’s view as I understand it is that mass melting of copper coins makes it impossible to 
learn anything about the original population from the surviving population. In other words, a 
variety of which many were minted would be rare because nearly all were selectively destroyed, 
or a variety of which few were made would be common if many examples of it were selectively 
conserved. These scenarios are certainly possible, and I would not be at all surprised— and it 
would not invalidate my findings or my conclusions— if these things happened occasionally. 

But, his opinion is not scientific as it is not a null hypothesis. It requires that the conservative 
and destructive forces that acted on large cents and half cents were normally not random. In 
other words, there would have to be direct evidence for selective destruction or conservation 
as the usual situation for his position to be accepted. Such evidence has never been presented 
and probably does not exist. The government melted the coins that the people turned in, and the 
people turned in the coins that were in circulation at the time. 

Further, his view makes only one testable prediction, and my findings refute it. Any 
hypothesis that survival rates for early coppers do not correlate with the original mintage predicts 
that half cent dates survive in rates both well above and well below the average for the type. 
However, I only observed dates surviving in rates substantially higher than average, and very 
few of those. Examples allegedly exist in the large cent series of dates surviving at rates well 
below the average for the type, but these have not yet been held up to the cold light of scrutiny. 

To turn to Sholley’s example of 1857, mass melting of a specific date (or variety) is a non- 
random destructive process. He provided documentary evidence that only a fraction of those 
minted were released into circulation. More information is better than less information. I accept 
the evidence that many 1857 half cents were selectively destroyed. The 1857 large and half cents 
were the last of their kind. It has been widely reported that the large cents of 1857 were saved as 
the last of their kind. It is quite reasonable to expect that the half cents would have met a similar 
fate. Thus, the survival of the 1857 half cents most likely appears to be the same as the other 
Coronets because they were both selectively destroyed and selectively conserved. I considered 
this complex possibility in writing my original article, but there was no evidence for it. Now 
there is, and it must be accepted. 

However, he errs in generalizing from this atypical example. One example, or several, where 
a variety survives out of proportion to the rest does not invalidate the hypothesis or the 
predictions that have developed from it. An exception never disproves a general rule, especially 
when the exception can be logically explained, as in this case. 

Sholley can speculate however he desires, as his work is not constrained by the methods of 
scientific inquiry. Rather, he relies on Mint records, which have never directly referred to 
specific varieties. Such research can have great value, but these records can be confusing, 
inaccurate and even mutually inconsistent. On such a basis, he cannot claim to have invalidated 
work that does meet scientific standards. In science, numismatics, and other fields, new ideas are 
often controversial. New findings and concepts are often resisted, especially when they are 
misunderstood or misrepresented. Sholley has failed to grasp the significance or intellectual 
underpinnings of what I have done. As a result, he has misrepresented my findings, and his 
allegation that my research is “completely without merit” is as baseless as it is offensive. 
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Mintages and Survivorship 

Ron Manley 

In the last issue of Penny-Wise, Craig Sholley presented a blistering attack on the work 
that Bill Eckberg has presented in these pages over the past year. By Sholley’s own admission 
“Eckberg’s arguments not only sound good, but he does present a quite convincing discussion and 
analysis”. Yet, because Eckberg’s analysis included some expected exceptions to his principle of 
proportional survivorship, Sholley incredibly concluded that Eckberg’s “theory is wholly without 
merit”. 1 beg to disagree in the strongest terms possible and offer the following response to 
Sholley’s remarks. 

The Melting of Half Cents in 1857 

Mint director James Ross Snowden wrote: "In the year 1857, the old familiar coppers 
disappear from our authorized coins. They continued to be coined in January, in which time 
333,456 cents and 35,180 half cents were struck. The latter were nearly all retained at the Mint, 
and subsequently melted up". 

Eckberg concluded that half cents from other dates must have been melted with 1857 half 
cents, assuming Snowden's above commentary was true. Sholley admonished Eckberg for 
doubting Snowden's remarks - “he was the Director after all!" Sholley concluded that Snowden's 
comments were not only true, but the whole truth. 

Snowden’s remarks were published three years after the event he described and were 
limited to addressing the cents and half cents struck in 1857. They said nothing, one way or the 
other, about the fate of any earlier half cents “on hand” at the Mint when the 1857 half cents were 
melted. The 1856-dated half cents were struck between December 16-18 - only three weeks 
before the 1857-dated mintage. It is certainly possible that many were melted with the 1857s. In 
order to know how many half cents were melted in 1857, we need more than Sholley’s guesswork 
and speculation. We need records detailing the number of half cents “on hand” and “leaving the 
Mint” for 1857 and the preceding several years. 

Emission Sequences 

Sholley observed that “we have become so accustomed to [emission sequences] that we 
complacently treat them as absolute, incontrovertible fact. Unfortunately, nothing could be 
further from the truth. The fact is that the emission sequences are, for the most part, quite 
speculative.” I respectfully disagree. Different emission sequences were proposed for various 
half cent dates by Cohen (1971, first edition), Cohen again (1982, second edition), Breen (1983), 
myself (1998), and by Eckberg (2000). This is hardly evidence that they have been treated either 
“complacently” or as “incontrovertible fact”. 

Sholley exclaimed that emission sequences are “based on a fraction of the extant 
population!” This is a pointless and obvious observation. It is ludicrous to expect that “every 
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surviving specimen” is needed in order to determine a reasonable emission sequence. Half cents 
have been studied in enormous depth. Half cent dates generally have smaller mintages, fewer 
varieties, more complete die chaining, and more detailed die state observations than large cents. 
We note that exceptions do exist. 

Any proposed emission sequence has to fit all known data. If not, then it must be either 
revised or rejected. On the basis of new die state data, I was able to prove that 1802 Cl was 
struck between earlier and later die states of 1802 C2. The unlikely discovery of a rare new 
variety of 1802 would not discredit this relative striking order. That is an incontrovertible fact. 
For any date that contains multiple varieties, at least one of which is not die chained to the rest, 
any proposed emission sequence must be considered speculative. I think this is accepted and well 
understood by most collectors. Even so, in some cases, other evidence is so strong as to be 
utterly convincing. An example is provided by the the large edge lettered variety 1794 Cl a. Its 
obverse and reverse dies are not die chained to any others. And yet, no one seriously doubts that 
1794 Cla was the first 1794 half cent variety struck! Evidence of this includes the observations 
that: 1) it’s the only major 1794 variety with large edge letters (LEL), 2) all other major varieties 
have small edge letters (SEL), 3) the large LEL:SEL ratio of Cla:Clb survivors, and 4) its 
distinctive reverse wreath design. 

In the case of the 1809 half cents, Eckberg proposed a new emission sequence that fits all 
known data better than any previous effort. Of the six 1809 varieties, three are die chained and 
three are not. Die state evidence establishes the relative strike order of the three die-chained 
varieties. In addition, the relative proportion of survivors for each of the six varieties has been 
determined. This information, combined with delivery data, puts severe constraints on any 
proposed emission sequence for this date. Neither Cohen’s, nor Breen’s, nor my own proposed 
1 809 emission sequence met these constraints. Eckberg’s did. 

Reverse Rotation 

On page 92, Sholley referred to my “proposition that die rotation can be used to determine 
die state”. For many half cent varieties, die rotations are characteristic of a particular die state. 
Examples abound in my book. Thus, in many cases, reverse rotation can indeed be used to 
determine the die state of well-worn specimens. 

Sholley noted that “die states having specific rotations do not indicate the likelihood that 
the dies were removed from the press; rather this may merely indicate that the dies were checked 
and reset. The Mint records . . . clearly show that there were three times each day . . . when the 
presses would certainly have been checked”. I have found through years of meticulous 
observation that when a half cent die was removed from press to remove clash marks , it was 
generally returned to press with a different reverse rotation. The change in die state going from 
clashed die to lapped die is easily discernible, as is the abrupt change in reverse rotation. In my 
book, I have also indicated that other varieties have die rotations that resulted from incremental 
slipping of a loose die while in press. Die rotations observed for 1825 Cl advance clockwise with 
die state, providing strong evidence that half cent dies were not reset on a regular basis (see page 
34 of my article in the January Penny-Wise). Other varieties are known with a significant reverse 
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rotation that is fixed throughout most, if not all, of their mintages. Some examples include 1804 
C6, 1804 C9, 1805 C4, and 1809 C3. These provide further evidence that half cent dies were not 
routinely reset by Mint workers. 

Other Series 

Sholley has the advantage here in that we do not claim expertise in large cent die states. 
However, Sholley has yet to demonstrate that his ability for determining emission sequences 
surpasses those of established researchers such as Walter Breen. Sholley claimed that “in 1798, a 
new bust with a different hair style (the so-called ‘Style II hair’) was prepared for the large cents”. 
Although dies with Style II hair were first used for striking 1798-dated cents, it is probable that 
the first varieties with Style II hair were struck in 1799. Sholley then claimed that there is “no 
correlation to the die sinking sequence”. Breen’s emission sequence for 1798 cents indicates that 
Sholley’s statement is false. (Until Sholley provides his own emission sequence for 1798 cents in 
print, I have no reason to assume his is superior to Breen’s). Breen concluded that Style II hair 
began with SI 76 (1798 B24) and continued through the last variety with that date. Some 
1800-dated varieties are known with Style I hair, having been struck with overdated dies leftover 
from 1798. Exceptions do not disprove general rules. 

A Double-Edged Sword Cuts Both Ways 

Sholley claimed my “speculation that an uncracked die would likely be used before a 
cracked one” is “not supported by a review of other series”. Sholley disingenuously left out my 
disclaimer if an uncracked one were available. Bizarrely, he supports my claim by his own 
observation that “of the first 5 [cent] obverses used in 1797, 2 were cracked, these being the 
second and third dies used” (italics mine). Thus, he inadvertently supports my claim with his 
admission that the first die used in 1797 was uncracked! He then correctly points out that “simply 
because the earliest state known has a crack . . . does not mean that the die cracked when new”. 
This too supports my speculation, for the two cracked 1797 dies may not have been cracked when 
they were selected for use. 

One Press or Two? 

Sholley observed that the 344,572 half cents delivered on May 31, 1809 could not have 
been struck using a single press (at an average rate of 14,000 per day) in the time period before 
the previous delivery on May 16. He used this obvious fact to conclude that two presses were in 
use simultaneously striking half cents in May 1 809. But Sholley provided no evidence proving 
that the mintage of the 344,572 half cents began on May 16. The combined mintage for the May 
16 and May 31 deliveries merely suggests that coinage began around May 1 using a single press. 
Breen addressed the two-press idea on page 85 of his half cent book. He considered it “possible, 
but unlikely”. Breen ’s rationale was provided by a Mint worker (we refer the reader to page 224 
of his book). 

Let’s look at an example that dispels Sholley’s two-press explanation. There were two 
deliveries of half cents in May 1808. The first on May 1 1 included 24,000 coins; the second on 
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May 16 included 210,000. Only one delivery was made later in 1808. This was of 60,000 half 
cents on June 29. No more were delivered after that for nine long months. The half cents in the 
May deliveries almost certainly were dated 1808. Now, there are only three 1808-dated half cent 
varieties, which are linked by die chaining. The three authors of modem half cent references all 
concluded that the 1808 emission sequence is C1-C2-C3. The last variety minted, 1808 C3, is 
very common and examples are plentiful in all but the highest grades. Thus, Eckberg’s 
assignment of the May 16 delivery to 1808 C3 is solid. 

Sholley’s logic would have us believe that the 210,000 pieces delivered on May 16, 1808 
were struck from May 11-16 using two presses striking half cents at the same time (which would 
require 7.5 days to coin them at 28,000/day!). However, use of two presses was not possible 
because only the C3 reverse die was available. This proves that coinage of the large May 16 
delivery initiated before May 1 1 . The small deliveries on April 29 and May 1 1 fit the mintage 
expected for 1808 Cl and C2. This example demonstrates by analogy that two presses were not 
needed to strike the 1809 half cents in Sholley’s example, as he had alleged. Even if Sholley was 
correct that two presses were used to strike one of the 14 half cent deliveries in 1809, Eckberg’s 
emission sequence for 1809 would have been only slightly altered (from 4, 1-2, 5, 6, 3 to 4, 1-2, 
5/6, 3). The author asks his readers if such a minor revision would be “absolutely devastating”, 
as Sholley proclaimed? 

In Conclusion 

It has been written that coin collecting first became popular in this country after 1857 
when the old copper coins were no longer being struck. Once collectors realized that certain 
dates were rare (variety collecting didn’t come into vogue until much later), any specimen from a 
scarce date was saved, regardless of its condition. 

Eckberg has observed that dates long considered as rare survive in numbers higher than 
expected from their original mintages. This explains his findings for the 1802 and 1811 half cents, 
and possibly the 1796 half cents. It allows us to predict that 1799, 1804, and 1823 cents have 
higher survival rates than their respective mintages would suggest. 

The 1857 large cents are known to have been widely saved as the last of their kind. The 
1 857 half cents were also the last of their kind, and their ready availability today undoubtedly 
reflects this, despite the fact that many were melted. 

Sholley would have us disregard the growing body of empirical evidence that affirms that 
within a defined type, early coppers generally survive in proportion to their original mintages. 
Predicted exceptions include rare dates and dates in which a substantial proportion of the original 
mintage never entered general circulation. In plain terms, Sholley would have us “throw out the 
baby with the bath water”. 

Sources 

1. Craig Sholley, Penny-Wise, XXXV, 88, 2001. 

[Editor’ s Note : the remainder of the references appear at the top of page 199.] 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 52: MARIS 25-S, 26-S, 26-d, 27-S, and 28-S 

Ray Williams 

As I put pen to paper, I contemplate the futility of what I’m attempting to accomplish with this 
census. First, there are a number of collections of which I’m aware, that are not part of this census. The 
collections that comprise the census are in a constant state of flux; new varieties are acquired, upgrades are 
obtained, duplicates sold. . . what has me thinking about this is that two friends, who are a significant part of 
this census, are in the process of selling their collections. I may find out from the owners which coins they 
acquired but many will be un-located for a long time. The usefulness of this census is directly proportional 
to the percentage of existing collections that participate. The accuracy of this census diminishes with time. . . 

A friend is currently taking on the awesome task of making a census of all New Jersey Coppers that 
have been plated in auction catalogs and significant books. Although a very time consuming (a labor of 
love) work, this census will never become outdated. Although the current owner may not be known, the 
picture and the name of the earliest (or most significant) owner permanently identify the coin. Bearing these 
things in mind, let’s continue with this issue’s coins. . . 

Maris 25-S; Rarity 5 




The Maris 25-S is traditionally accepted to 
be a rarity 5+. The head is leaning back with the 
nose elevated. The right ear points toward the left 
edge of the “C”. The eye is positioned too far to 
the left. The beam is straight with the tip curved 
up. The date is centered and evenly spaced. The 
reverse has a small unsymmetrical sheild. If you 
see the shield of the S reverse, it will them be as 
obvious as the J reverse shield is. There is a die 
break from the top upright of the “R” to the rim. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

• 

Conditi 

on 

Pedigree 

. ...... _ 

Comments 

A f . .. if . 

25-S 

NJHS 

EF Frederick Canfield 


25-S 

D Palmer 

VF/EF 

EAN 1/88 lot 444; B&M Taylor lot 2194 


25-S 

M Wierzba 

VF+ 



25-S 

J Lorenzo 

VF+ 

H Garrett lot 1342; 


25-S 

A Pietri 

VF+ 

Rinaldo 


25-S 

D Wierzba 

VF+ Barnes lot 44; Frontenac lot 140 


25-S 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

VF/EF 

August 

25-S 

August 

VF 


25-S 

R Moore 

VF 

J Long; Stack's 1/93 lot 999; Stack's 
FPL 92 lot 317 


25-S 

A Pietri 

VF 

Stack's 6/97 lot 125 


25-S 

S Tanenbaum 

F+ 



25-S Ocean NJ Collector 

F+ 

Rinaldo FPL 12/91 lot 15 

25-S NY Collector #4 

F+ 


25-S 

S Peck 

F+ 

Griffee lot 44; Rescigno lot 1583 

25-S 

Ray Williams 

F+ 

Barnes Lot 35; EAC 3/76 Lot 2033; 
Breen Plate coin #897 

25-S 

Northwestern Collector 

F 

Robison lot 1 08 

25-S 

G Lyman 

F 

B&M 


25-S 

C Schettino 

VG/F 

Skalbe 


25-S 

Maine Collector #1 

VG/F 


25-S 

Schlemmer 

VG/F 

Singer 

25-S 

Kucia 

VG 

Steinburg 10/89 lot 126; Valenziano 

25-S 

Noted Midwest Collector 

G 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand? 

25-S 

ANS Unk 
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Maris 26-S; Rarity 5 


The Maris 26-S is a rarity 5. The 26 obverse has a small 
head, upright and the nose again is elevated. There looks 
like a small chin directly below the nostril. The beam is long 
and straight. The date is evenly spaced with the “8” slightly 
low. The S reverse is the same as the last. 



Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Conditio 

n 

Pedigree 

Comments 

26-S 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

26-S 

J Lorenzo 

VF+ 

Frontenac lot 145 

26-S 

NJHS 

VF 

Frederick Canfield 

26-S 

R Moore 

VF 

Local Dealer 

26-S 

Ray Williams 

VF 

Griffee Lot 45; Ringo; Stack's 9/87 


26-S 

R August 

FA/F 


26-S 

Northwestern Collector 

FA/F 

Robison lot 101 


26-S 

C Schettino 

F+ 

T Rinaldo 


26-S 

NY Collector #4 

F+ 



26-S 

NJ Collector #4 

F 



26-S 

G Lyman 

F 

Stack's 5/93 lot 1 9 


26-S 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

B&M 9/95 lot 3152; B&M 6/84 lot 
3171 


26-S 

C Young 

F 



26-S 

F McGrath 

VG/F 



26-S 

D Palmer 

VG/F 

Rescigno lot 1 584 


26-S 

M Wierzba 

VG 

R Williams, D Wierzba 


26-S 

S Tanenbaum 

VG 



26-S 

Scherff 

G 

Stack's Steinberg 10/84 lot 127 


26-S 

Noted Midwest Collector 

G 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand? 


26-S 

ANS 

Unk 



26-S 

ANS 

Link 




Maris 26-d; Rarity 8 


The Maris 26-d is a rarity 8, with only two examples known at this time. I’m not aware of any auction 
appearances, nor of any pictures. The die states of this variety are unknown. Plates of the 26 obverse and d 
reverse are readily available. 


Maris # 


Pseudonym 


Conditio 


Pedigree 


Comments 


26-d NJHS VF Thomas Canfield 

26-d Eastern Collection VG August 
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Maris 27-S; Rarity 5 



The Maris 27-S is also a rarity 5 coin. The 27 obverse is 
the only one, paired with an S reverse, to have knobbed 
handles. The beam is straight. The ears point to either side 
of the "C”. The “A” following the “S” appears to have 
been punched over an erroneous “R”. The center of the 
obverse is generally weakly struck. The S reverse is 
described earlier. 


Maris# 

Pseudonym 

Conditio 

n 

Pedigree 


27-S 

Eastern Collection 

AU 


27-S 

CA Collector #3 

EF+ 

O'Donnell lot 123; Naftzger; 
Terranova; H Garrett; J W G; 
Maris 

27-S 

D Wierzba 

VF+/XF 


27-S 

D Wierzba 

VF 

Anton 

27-S 

Mayhugh 

VF 

Kessler-Spangenberger lot 2282; 
Sherr lot 3171 


27-S 

NY Collector #4 

F+ 



27-S 

C Young 

F+ 



27-S 

F McGrath 

FA/F 



27-S 

R Moore 

FA/F 

Rinaldo 


27-S 

M Wierzba 

FA/F 

M&G Griffee L46 

1 

27-S 

KS Collector #1 

F 



J 

27-S 

R August 

F 



27-S 

T Madigan 

F 

Kirtley MBS 151 

.. ... 

27-S 

Scherff 

F 

Rescigno lot 1585 

| 

i_ J 

27-S 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

B&M 3/91 lot 7227; Rosa 
Americana 1990 lot 80 


27-S 

Ray Williams 

F 

Stack's 3/94 Lot 328; Russ Smith; 
Frontenac lot 146; Hall; Parmelee 
Lot 400 


27-S 

G Ivey 

VG/F 

Griffee 

; 

_ .... j 

27-S 

S Tanenbaum 

VG/F 



27-S 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 


27-S 

Northwestern Collector 

VG 



27-S 

D Palmer 

VG 


1 

27-S 

C Schettino 

VG 

M&G Barnes 

27-S 

C Young 

VG 



27-S 

S Schaffer 

G/VG 

Rinaldo 


27-S 

Schlemmer 

G 

Ringo 


27-S 

R Hulbert 

G 

Rosa Americana FPL #10 lot 269 


27-S 

G Lyman 

G 

Rosa Americana FPL #4 


27-S 

ANS 

Unk 



27-S 

ANS 

Unk 



27-S 

ANS 

Unk 
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Maris 28-S; Rarity 5 


The Maris 28-S is (you guessed it) also a rarity 5. The scroll 
under the head slopes down to the left. The beam is straight, 
date is evenly spaced. There is a period at the end of the 
legend, much closer to the beam than it is to the final “A”. 
The reverse S is as described earlier. 



Maris# 

Pseudonym 

I 

Conditio 

n 

Pedigree 

Comments 

28-S Eastern Collection 

UNC 

Garrett; Elsworth 


28-S CA Collector #3 

AU 

Naftzger; Terranova; Dochsner; 
Spiro; Maris 

Maris Plate 

28-S R August 

AU 


28-S 

D Wierzba 

XF 


28-S 

A Pietri 

XF 

Griffee lot 48; Frontenac lot 148; 
Boyd; Ryder; Mills 4/04 lot 419 


28-S 

H Pietila 

VF+ 

D Heller 

28-S 

M Wierzba VF 

Barnes lot 39 

28-S 

T Madigan VF 

Wierzba; Anton 

28-S 

NJHS VF 

Frederick Canfield 

28-S 

C Schettino VF 

Centennial Auction 10/96 

28-S 

R Moore FA/F 

Stack's 3/94 lot 319 


28-S 

D Palmer FA/F 


Porous Planchet 

28-S 

C Schettino F+ 

Lindesmith Sale 

28-S 

Scherff F+ 

Rescigno lot 1 587 

28-S 

R Blaha F 


28-S 

Pacific Northwest Collector F 

R Fever 


28-S 

Kucia 

F 

Widok; Foreman lot 1 369; 
Bareford lot 142; Stickney lot 284 


28-S 

G Lyman 

F 

B&M9/95 lot 3153 


28-S 

F McGrath 

VG/F 



28-S 

S Tanenbaum 

VG/F 



28-S 

Ray Williams 

VG/F 

Anton; B&M Dodson Lot 3177; Dr 
Stanley Sherr 


28-S 

R Blaha 

VG 



28-S 

Northwestern Collector 

VG 



28-S 

G Ivey 

VG 

Griffee; EAN 10/83 lot 70 


28-S 

J Lorenzo 

VG 

Mituzas 


28-S 

NY Collector #4 

VG 



28-S 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG 

Ringo 


28-S 

KS Collector #1 

G 


28-S 

S Schaffer 

G 

Mituzas 

28-S 

Noted Midwest Collector 

AG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand? 

28-S 

ANS 

Unk 
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It’s interesting to note that all the S reverse varieties are difficult to obtain in grades above fine. 
Even locating a fine coin with attractive surfaces can require years of searching. There are a handful of 
important coins missing from this census. If you have any information about these, please contact me: 


Maris 25-S 

XF 

The J. W. Garrett and Taylor lot 2195 


F+ 

B&M Torok Sale 

Maris 26-S 

XF 

The J. W. Garrett and Taylor 


VF+ 

H. Garrett 

Maris 27-S 

XF+ 

Bareford and Spiro 

Maris 28-S 

XF 

Taylor 


VF 

Griffee and Frontenac 


The varieties for the next condition census will be Maris 28-L, 29-L, 29 Vi- L, 30-L and 31-L. If you 
own any of these varieties, or have any stories about them, please contact me. 

Happy Hunting, 

Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 
609-587-5929 raydianewilliams@juno.com 

************* 


PARMELEE, PLATE 2 
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EAC NY/NJ Regional Meeting Minutes 

November 25, 2000 

By: H. Craig Hamling, Secretary 

In attendance, in addition to the Secretary and Chairman, Chuck Heck, were: 

Glenn Marx 

Bob Rankin 

John Cloutier 

David L. Palmer 

Joel Spingarn 

Walter Reed 

The meeting was called to order by Chuck Heck at 10:30 AM 

Attendees introduced themselves and stated their area of collecting interest. 

H. Craig Hamling was introduced as the replacement for Don Valenziano who 
had moved to Houston, Texas. 

Chuck Heck led a discussion on the EAC 2001 convention, the Breen -Borckardt 
book, and the Noyes Photo Project. 

Dave Palmer reported on the recently completed C4 convention. This 
convention is held in Boston, in a new hotel on the site that was formerly 
occupied by the infamous Coconut Grove Hotel. This was the scene of a tragic 
fire that claimed 492 lives in 1942, a fact which was related by one of the more 
seasoned members in attendance. 

The group discussed what is involved in holding an EAC convention in the NY/NJ 
area. The group agreed that much discussion and site seeking would be needed 
before a proposal could be made to the EAC board. 

With all the talking over we adjourned to look at coins brought for show and tell 
(which turned out to be just show since there was no time to tell). Shown were 
some red late date large cents, a 1794 C2b half cent, a TAL token, and a 
selection of 1794 cents. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

H. Craig Hamling 


EAC NY/NJ Regional Meeting Notice 

rEditor’s Note : Additional information on this upcoming meeting is found on page 161.] 
There will be a meeting of the NY/NJ Region of EAC Saturday May 19, 2001 at 
1 :00 PM. The meeting will be held at the Ukranian Cultural Center in Somerset 
New Jersey in conjunction with the Garden State Numismatic Association 
(GSNA) convention. 


************* 
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The EAC 2001 Convention: 

Recollections from the Convention Chairman 

Bill Eckberg 

EAC 2001 is a wonderful memory in my mind— NOW. It seemed beforehand that there was 
always one more detail to deal with, one more trouble to shoot, one more problem to prevent. 
This was to be a somewhat “different” EAC convention. It was going to run an extra day and 
have two receptions on different days and a major Educational Forum even before the bourse 
setup. What to expect? Who knew? March Wells and I discussed it, but neither of us really had a 
clue. Generally, things went well, but those of you who were in Fredericksburg on Thursday 
morning may have noticed me in a blind panic. 

I arrived Wednesday morning after a couple of nights of fitful sleep knowing that something 
would go wrong and wondering what it would be. I was sure that I had delegated things well, but 
when you’re wearing the badge that says you’re the Convention Chairman you know that the 
proverbial buck stops with you. My biggest concern was the grading seminar. It was open for a 
maximum of 18 people, but more than 35 tried to register. Several members on the waiting list 
called, faxed or emailed repeatedly hoping to get in. And that was before I finally started telling 
people who wanted to get on the waiting list that there was no point in trying. A week before the 
show, Doug Bird, one of the instructors, had kindly agreed to let two more people into it, and the 
first two members of the waiting list seemed overjoyed when I contacted them. That left only 15 
unhappy EACers coming to the convention. That I knew of. Would there be rioting??? 

Wednesday afternoon was the Battlefield Tour, conducted by Col. (ret’d) Steve Ellsworth. I 
started to wonder which army he hade been a Colonel in. He seemed to have a strong affinity for 
Generals Lee and Jackson, but I’m pretty sure it was the US Army, as he was much less 
sympathetic to contemporary wavers of the Stars and Bars. No matter, the Confederacy won at 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, but at a great cost. They held the Stone Wall, but they lost 
Stonewall. Col. Steve made the battles come alive, as I knew he would. Thirty-six of us went on 
the tour with him. Everybody was well behaved and interested, and several of us picked up 
numismatic souvenirs, as the Chancellorsville Battlefield Visitors’ Center sold decent-looking 
reproductions of Confederate Cents and Half Dollars that were appropriately stamped as copies. 
But the piece de resistance for me was viewing Robert E. Lee’s copy of the first biography of 
Stonewall Jackson and into which Lee had bound Jackson’s personal sketch map of the 
Chancellorsville battlefield! I had been to the Battlefield Visitors’ Center before, but do not 
recall having seen that. Talk about your significant historic artifacts. Anybody think there might 
be a market for it among collectors? 

Wednesday night’s Reception was the first unprecedented event for which we had no idea 
how many to expect. March and I had decided we would probably have a crowd of no more than 
75, so we ordered food for 100. I didn’t get an exact head count, but it SEEMED like more than 
that, and the food seemed to run out awfully fast... Fortunately, there was an open bar, but the 
party broke up pretty early. Was this because everyone was having too much fun? Probably not. 
Oops. First error. We should have planned for more. Ah well, there was always tomorrow. 

Thursday was to be the grading seminar, trip to Monticello with John Krajelevich, Jr., bourse 
and display setup and the first educational forum. WHEW! I didn’t get to Monticello, but I heard 
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only good things about the trip; John had arranged some special stuff, and everyone had a great 
time. The grading seminar was full, with 19 attendees. We all agreed that we knew less about 
counterfeit early coppers than we thought— a MOST disconcerting discovery. I confirmed that I 
can’t grade Large Cents (which I don’t collect), but I can grade Half Cents ( which I do collect). 
We saw several examples of slabbed Large Cents with re-engraved hair (I am shocked, 
SHOCKED, that such a thing could get by the gurus of grading). However, I ended up having to 
leave every few minutes throughout the morning to solve convention problems. Next big 
disaster: the bourse tables, cases and lights hadn’t been delivered as of 10:00 AM. Setup was to 
begin at noon! 

A ARRGGHHHHHHH! !!!!! 

Okay, ten minutes later the folks who were to set us up were having a nutritious brunch of 
McDonalds’s food substances and looking just a little bit too casual about the whole thing. 
ARE YOU GUYS PLANNING ON HAVING THIS SET UP SOME TIME TODAY?’’ 
“Sure, no problem.” Well, they were true to their word. They had it together before 2:00 PM, so 
the dealers were only slightly delayed in getting set up. 

Next disaster: there was no electric power source for any of the dealers in the center of the 
bourse. This time it became obvious that we had picked the right hotel. I contacted the hotel 
staff, and they had power to the middle of the room before 5:00 PM. Hotel staff would come 
through for us again and again. Everything I asked for was provided— quickly. 

Thursday night saw the Happenings and main Reception. The coins in the Happenings were 
phenomenal as always. I saw an 1804 Large Cent that took my breath away, and I don’t even 
collect Large Cents. There were equally breathtaking Half Cents. The second, third, fourth and 
fifth finest early die state 1807 Cls were all in the same collection! Need I add that this collector 
added the finest to his holdings before the weekend was out? I never even got to look at the 
Colonials. We had a food spread for 150 and an open bar again. What we didn’t plan on was that 
EACers would be there EARLY for the food. By the time the volunteers had the tables set up for 
the Happenings, the food was pretty much gone. Once again, we had underestimated the crowd, 
but we all DID get to see some fantastic copper. 

Friday morning the bourse opened. Dealer locations in the bourse were decided by random 
drawing, and almost nobody complained about his location. There were requests for trash 
barrels, which the hotel supplied quickly. A few of the dealers asked for INDIVIDUAL trash 
bags, and I decided not to get too heated up over that. This is a “non-commercial” show, after all, 
isn’t it? I thought the bourse was pretty active. Many of us ducked out for a special presentation 
by Bob Campbell, ANA President, in which he demonstrated a novel technique for “improving” 
copper coins. Everyone was impressed with what he was able to make out of a garish, whizzed 
1823 Large Cent using only Jeweluster, kitchen matches, paper towels, coin tubes, tap water, and 
his hands. Later, I picked up a lovely 1803 Draped Bust Half Cent that was at the lower end of 
the condition census for the variety from Jack Beymer. For me, the rest of Friday involved 
quality time spent with good friends. The anxiety was running down, but more was to come. 

Saturday morning was the Board Breakfast meeting (the only perk I have discovered for 
Board service). I had the pleasure of waking up my roommate, J. Mark Switzer, early. Mark had 
had made it his personal duty to close up the hotel disco each night and even was able to report 
with great apparent relish on Sunday morning that he had drunk the hotel out of his brand of 
beer. With all this, he was still lucid every morning. Don’t ask me how. He must be a better man 
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than I am. After that, it was back to the bourse to purchase a very nice 1794 Cla Liberty Cap (ex. 
Mike Demling) from Chris McCawley, that was an almost perfect match for my 1794 C2a. They 
now reside in matching holders (no, not slabs). Howard Barron then told me that I would be an 
idiot not to add his EF45 1804 C6, state M10.2 to my collection. Not wanting to be an idiot, I 
traded paper for copper yet again. Late afternoon was the Half Cent Educational Forum featuring 
Mike Demling, Ron Manley, Mike Packard and Frank Wilkinson as well as myself. I especially 
enjoyed Frank’s discussion of the first two Half Cent Happenings, back in the early 1970s. Then 
it was an early dinner at Ihop with Mike P. and Howard before the Sale. 

Ten minutes before the Sale was to start at 7:00, Denis Loring called me to say there was no 
microphone. Once again I panicked, but less so as once again, the hotel came through quickly, 
and Denis was underway by 7:15. The hiatus of a few minutes allowed Bob Campbell time to 
present Bob Grellman with the ANA President’s Award for his service to the hobby. Bob got a 
well-deserved standing ovation from the members in attendance. I thought the quality of the lots 
was higher than the usual EAC Sale. I managed to pick up 4 die states of the 1804 C6— all 
significantly less expensively than I had estimated. 1 guess it is possible to saturate the market 
even at an EAC convention. I left after the Half Cents were done and spent the rest of a very 
enjoyable evening talking with Howard, Ron, and Mike P. With unimprovable timing, the four of 
us arrived back in the Sale room just as it ended to pick up our lots. 

We “sprang forward” on Sunday morning, but that was OK as the first item on the agenda 
was the annual meeting of the club, and that wasn’t until 9:00. It went smoothly and without 
obvious controversy. Then it was back to the bourse and goodbye to good friends for another 
year. 

I can’t give exact figures on attendance. Three hundred-sixteen people signed in, including 
168 EAC members, and there were in excess of 125 bidder numbers at the sale. Four 
hundred-fifteen nametags were used. The Fredericksburg Police who provided security required 
nametags of anyone who wanted to enter. My best guess is that there were between 350-400 in 
attendance with more than half of them apparently not members. Some of those folks may have 
since joined, and I hope more do so. 

All-in-all, I thought it was a very successful convention and show. I can’t say I would want 
to organize something like this every year, but being the convention chairman was not as onerous 
as I thought it might be. The reason: a great team put the program together. If I learned anything 
from the experience, it is that good people who work hard make a good program. Special thanks 
are due to Gail Baker for setting up the Educational Forums, to Greg Heim and Mike Packard for 
handling the Happening, to Mike Demling for designing a bourse layout with excellent flow and 
no bad table spots, and especially to Steve Ellsworth, who had the vision to get the ball rolling 
for such a great show. I also want to thank Red Henry for doing his usual great job with the 
publicity and nametags, March Wells for being continuously supportive, and especially the 
Rappahannock Coin Club, whose eight members took care of our registration table 
throughout the entire meeting. What more can you ask of a group of volunteers? 

What does it all prove? I think it proves two things: first, that great volunteers and a 
cooperative hotel make a great convention, and second, that EAC conventions are so much fun 
that no amount of anxiety can ruin the week. See you all in Las Vegas. I intend to take it easier at 
THAT convention. I may even be able to rebuild my checking account by then! 

************* 
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2001 HALF CENT HAPPENING RECAP 
Greg and Lisa Heim 


Twenty-six (26) members showed coins at the Happening, a record or extremely close to it from what 
I gathered. Here are the results from the 2001 Half Cent Happening along with commentary. 

1794 C-2a 


OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

Weber 

3.5 

5 

2 

0 

0 

43.5 

McGuigan 

4.5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

38.5 

Tett (a) 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0 

37 

Tett (b) 

2 

5 

1 

0 

0 

33 

Demling 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

22 


Top to bottom the quality of coins was outstanding. Now we know where all of the good coins are! 
1807 C-1 EDS 


OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

Barron 

10 

4 

0 

0 

0 

66 

Weber (c) 

1 

7 

3 

0 

0 

42 

Weber (e) 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

22 

Weber (d) 

1 

3 

1 

2 

0 

24 

Weber (b) 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

12 

This was a great opportunity 

to look at some 

1807’s 

“with teeth.” 

The Barron example was stunning 

and the EDS run by Weber was no 

slouch either. 




1807 C-1 LDS 








OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

Tett 

5.5 

4 

0 

0 

0 

43.5 

McGuigan 

4.5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

42.5 

Eckberg 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

28 

Demling 

0 

2 

1 

4 

0 

19 

Braig 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

9 


Tett’s coin just shaded McGuigan’s. I am glad they received an even number of votes. 
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1808 C-1 


OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

Tett 

11 

0 

0 

0 

44 

Manley 

0 

8 

3 

0 

30 

Demling 

0 

3 

8 

0 

25 

McCawley 

0 

0 

0 

11 

11 


No-brainer since Tett’s coin is 22 points better than the next coin on the CC. The recently discovered 
Manley example finished a very respectable second. 

1825 C-1 


OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

Tett 

9 

3 

1 

0 

0 

60 

Eckberg 

6 

5 

2 

0 

0 

56 

McGuigan 

1 

3 

3 

1 

0 

28 

Kochel 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

21 

Yuell 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

16 


The biggest surprise here was the “extremely choice” Eckberg coin, which most people felt was just a 
shade away from a true mint state specimen gave Tett’s coin a challenge. 

1841 Proofs 

Originals 


OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

Tett 

8 

0 

0 

0 

32 

McGuigan 

4 

3 

1 

1 

28 

Ellsworth 

0 

2 

4 

1 

15 

Fitzgibbon 

0 

1 

2 

1 

8 
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First Restrikes 


OWNER 

l 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

Tett 

6 

1 

1 

21 

McGuigan 

1 

5 

2 

15 

Coleman 

1 

2 

5 

12 

Second Restrikes 






OWNER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

Tett (a) 

2 

4 

0 

0 

20 

Tett (b) 

2 

1 

1 

2 

15 

McGuigan 

1 

1 

3 

1 

14 

Coleman 

1 

0 

2 

3 

11 


Tett’s coins took top honors for all categories, with the McGuigan specimens taking the “silver.” The 
First Restrike voting was pretty tight. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS 

1) K.I.S.S. Even though the Happening is a very special event, it works best when we have a lot of 
monitors and we are there for about two hours. In the future we will keep just one scale and not try to 
be too cute. 

2) Uniform voting. Take the results with a grain of salt in some cases because not all people vote for 
all five spots. This is not solved by reducing the number of specimens from five to three. The format 
for voting will remain unchanged. 

3) Proof Half Cents. Even if you do not collect them, vote and take some more time to look at them. 

4) Monitors. We had 11 monitors, a very good number. 

5) Next year and beyond: We mentioned in Region 8 that we would like someone else to be 
responsible for on-site duties while we take care of the work before and after. As many of you know, 
we are very avid poker players and the following year we would like to bring our children to Cincinnati. 
That means our time to do things at the show will be very limited. 

We have (already) received two requests for varieties! A preliminary list will appear in the September 
2001 P-W. 


************* 
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2001 EAC Sale Report 


Total hammer: $ 376,944.00 

Commissions collected: $39,525.75 

Proceeds from donated lots: 3.319.00 

Total income: $ 42,844.75 


Expenses: 

Catalog printing $ 10,478.06 
Film & processing 232.96 
Pre-sale shipping 398.61 
Leather hardbounds 500.00 
Catalog mailing 4,875.00 
Insurance 450.00 

Photos & mi sc. 150.00 

$ 17,084.63 


Net profit from sale: $ 25,760. 12 (Check for $ 25,510. 12 sent to EAC Treasurer 21 
April 2001. Additional $ 250 for donated lot previously sent to EAC Treasurer.) 


Respectively submitted. 





Bob Grellman, EAC #575 
M & G Auctions 
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2001 EAC Sale 31 March 2001 
Total Bids ( 376944.00) 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

1 

3000 

61 

100 

121 

5500 

181 

2250 

241 

250 

301 

700 

361 

2 

5700 

62 

130 

122 

140 

182 

3750 

242 

130 

302 

1200 

362 

3 

300 

63 

120 

123 

550 

183 

210 

243 

9500 

303 

600 

363 

4 

425 

64 

60 

124 

240 

184 

1100 

244 

2050 

304 

650 

364 

5 

110 

65 

160 

125 

205 

185 

220 

245 

2250 

305 

1600 

365 

6 

140 

66 

70 

126 

400 

186 

7500 

246 

1000 

306 

650 

366 

7 

85 

67 

90 

127 

400 

187 

2525 

247 

120 

307 

260 

367 

8 

200 

68 

130 

128 

400 

188 

350 

248 

40 

308 

355 

368 

9 

250 

69 

110 

129 

125 

189 

4000 

249 

650 

309 

1200 

369 

10 

1275 

70 

170 

130 

200 

190 

325 

250 

1650 

310 

200 

370 

11 

8000 

71 

35 

131 

110 

191 

4800 

251 

240 

311 

1200 

371 

12 

600 

72 

55 

132 

60 

192 

600 

252 

110 

312 

550 

372 

13 

150 

73 

55 

133 

960 

193 

225 

253 

350 

313 

210 

373 

14 

40 

74 

120 

134 

110 

194 

2000 

254 

400 

314 

1350 

374 

15 

135 

75 

110 

135 

130 

195 

1400 

255 

380 

315 

265 

375 

16 

0 

76 

100 

136 

185 

196 

1200 

256 

300 

316 

460 

376 

17 

130 

77 

110 

137 

70 

197 

1850 

257 

500 

317 

150 

377 

18 

150 

78 

110 

138 

25 

198 

185 

258 

900 

318 

750 

378 

19 

460 

79 

60 

139 

80 

199 

200 

259 

0 

319 

220 

379 

20 

450 

80 

60 

140 

3200 

200 

8000 

260 

180 

320 

650 

380 

21 

325 

81 

110 

141 

6500 

201 

4000 

261 

550 

321 

110 

381 

22 

850 

82 

400 

142 

300 

202 

80 

262 

130 

322 

0 

382 

23 

900 

83 

165 

143 

130 

203 

725 

263 

0 

323 

475 

383 

24 

440 

84 

75 

144 

200 

204 

350 

264 

0 

324 

1650 

384 

25 

5500 

85 

40 

145 

800 

205 

120 

265 

95 

325 

110 

385 

26 

750 

86 

75 

146 

160 

206 

650 

266 

1150 

326 

225 

386 

27 

375 

87 

135 

147 

400 

207 

700 

267 

35 

327 

310 

387 

28 

210 

88 

160 

148 

62 

208 

110 

268 

200 

328 

575 

388 

29 

2200 

89 

150 

149 

3200 

209 

1200 

269 

300 

329 

170 

389 

30 

260 

90 

0 

150 

595 

210 

700 

270 

80 

330 

240 

390 

31 

280 

91 

55 

151 

2250 

211 

4650 

271 

210 

331 

60 

391 

32 

270 

92 

190 

152 

14500 

212 

240 

272 

145 

332 

1100 

392 

33 

8500 

93 

260 

153 

2100 

213 

4600 

273 

350 

333 

650 

393 

34 

900 

94 

70 

154 

200 

214 

80 

274 

20 

334 

750 

394 

35 

8500 

95 

575 

155 

2800 

215 

0 

275 

35 

335 

0 

395 

36 

1500 

96 

175 

156 

2800 

216 

30 

276 

0 

336 

450 

396 

37 

1500 

97 

450 

157 

0 

217 

150 

277 

0 

337 

300 

397 

38 

850 

98 

260 

158 

1200 

218 

160 

278 

310 

338 

650 

398 

39 

475 

99 

2800 

159 

5000 

219 

150 

279 

280 

339 

350 

399 

40 

750 

100 

325 

160 

550 

220 

80 

280 

300 

340 

190 

400 

41 

210 

101 

1300 

161 

600 

221 

260 

281 

0 

341 

130 

401 

42 

260 

102 

350 

162 

2600 

222 

550 

282 

3000 

342 

0 

402 

43 

0 

103 

410 

163 

1400 

223 

95 

283 

240 

343 

4100 

403 

44 

675 

104 

275 

164 

2200 

224 

22 

284 

220 

344 

0 

404 

45 

650 

105 

0 

165 

2200 

225 

150 

285 

650 

345 

400 

405 

46 

2100 

106 

4200 

166 

450 

226 

275 

286 

40 

346 

65 

406 

47 

190 

107 

200 

167 

800 

227 

375 

287 

300 

347 

130 

407 

48 

1200 

108 

750 

168 

2800 

228 

750 

288 

325 

348 

325 

408 

49 

2850 

109 

95 

169 

5500 

229 

220 

289 

45 

349 

120 

409 

50 

100 

110 

700 

170 

1300 

230 

425 

290 

175 

350 

80 

410 

51 

135 

111 

375 

171 

475 

231 

525 

291 

5500 

351 

150 

411 

52 

550 

112 

260 

172 

800 

232 

650 

292 

190 

352 

750 

412 

53 

160 

113 

105 

173 

220 

233 

0 

293 

100 

353 

1200 

413 

54 

130 

114 

260 

174 

350 

234 

140 

294 

0 

354 

250 

414 

55 

90 

115 

1800 

175 

0 

235 

425 

295 

800 

355 

75 

415 

56 

70 

116 

450 

176 

350 

236 

140 

296 

475 

356 

600 

416 

57 

75 

117 

400 

177 

2700 

237 

800 

297 

350 

357 

80 

417 

58 

120 

118 

275 

178 

160 

238 

1000 

298 

260 

358 

325 

418 

59 

130 

119 

230 

179 

170 

239 

2050 

299 

45 

359 

1400 

419 

60 

90 

120 

70 

180 

550 

240 

150 

300 

325 

360 

0 

420 


Bid 

70 

700 

100 

425 

95 

0 

450 

0 

800 

700 

160 

1100 

140 

850 

550 

60 

100 

1100 

100 

80 

135 

300 

575 

120 

190 

145 

2100 

350 

110 

140 

280 

50 

850 

40 

60 

100 

500 

55 

145 

190 

250 

1200 

220 

160 

350 

325 

190 

1400 

410 

550 

550 

320 

0 

350 

250 

200 

120 

65 

120 

400 
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2001 EAC Sale 31 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

421 

650 

484 

422 

180 

485 

423 

125 

486 

424 

190 

487 

425 

190 

488 

426 

350 

489 

427 

135 

490 

428 

350 

491 

429 

70 

492 

430 

65 

493 

431 

55 

494 

432 

0 

495 

433 

165 

496 

434 

110 

497 

435 

200 

498 

436 

225 

499 

437 

150 

500 

438 

375 

501 

439 

275 

502 

440 

65 

503 

441 

175 

504 

442 

280 

505 

443 

350 

506 

444 

550 

507 

445 

190 

508 

446 

210 

509 

447 

1150 

510 

448 

1000 

511 

449 

180 

512 

450 

150 

513 

451 

600 

514 

452 

135 

515 

453 

0 

516 

454 

1000 

517 

455 

135 

518 

456 

290 

519 

457 

75 

520 

458 

320 

521 

459 

150 

522 

460 

275 

523 

461 

145 

524 

462 

200 

525 

463 

190 

526 

464 

300 

527 

465 

130 

528 

466 

150 

529 

467 

350 

530 

468 

145 

531 

469 

850 

532 

470 

380 

533 

471 

80 

534 

472 

575 

535 

473 

725 

536 

474 

300 

537 

475 

375 

538 

476 

45 


477 

500 


478 

1275 



March 2001 

Bid 

140 

70 

110 

375 

185 

325 

80 

190 

450 

325 

60 

220 

850 

275 

50 

325 

410 

500 

120 

325 

160 

425 

95 

1175 

100 

1100 

2300 

300 

220 

850 

275 

425 

210 

60 

125 

350 

475 

425 

265 

360 

375 

250 

120 

145 

95 

300 

180 

4750 

180 

450 

170 

1750 

230 

100 

110 (lot 450a) 


479 160 st:*:!:********** 

480 2000 

481 350 

482 100 

483 175 


Lots listed at $0 were repurchased 
by the consignor. 
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President’s Convention Report 


The annual meeting of Early American Coppers, Inc held at the Holiday Inn Select, 
Fredericksburg, VA was a success. I want to give particular credit to Third Region 
Chairman Bill Eckberg for an outstanding effort in organizing this year’s get-together. 
Bill’s hard work made this a meeting that many will remember as one of their best ever. 
Be sure to read his own accounting of the proceedings. Gail Baker put together the bulk 
of the educational programs which were all quite good. The session on counterfeiting by 
Mary Sauvain and Doug Bird was standing room only. The other programs were well 
done and we wish to thank all who gave their time and effort to make these fine 
presentations: Jerry Kochel, John Wright, Jack Robinson, Craig Sholley, Jerry 
Stubblefield, Clay Everhart, Red Henry, Denis Loring, Mike Demling, Bill Eckberg, Ron 
Manley, Mike Packard, and Frank Wilkinson. As always, thanks to Greg Heim for the 
exibits. Some of the best in years. Exibitors were: Denis Loring, Jerry Kochel, Steve Carr, 
John & Mabel Ann Wright, Franklin Noel, Jerry Stubblefield, Chuck Heck, and the 
American Numismatic Association. 

A special thanks to the Colonel, Steve Ellsworth for the site selection of this year’s 
meeting (very good), the Wednesday battlefield tour (super), and for arranging for the 
Special Lecture by Bob Campbell , President of A N A. Also, special thanks to the 
Rappahannock Coin Club which manned our registration table for the entire convention. 
President Harry Frank and his stalwart members took over a task that is always hard to 
cover properly with volunteers. Each member of the club that assisted was presented with 
two EAC commemorative medals; one silver, from the 2000 meting, and one copper, the 
30 th anniversary medal. 

The annual sale did quite well. Net hammer after a few buybacks was over $376,000.00. 
A report on the net profit of the sale will be submited by Bob Grellman and then 
combined with an overall report on the convention finances by John Wright which should 
appear in the July P-W . 

I hope that all who attended this year enjoyed the meeting as much as I did. There are 
always first time attendees who will tell you that they regret not being at past meetings. 
This is the best possible experience for copper collectors, if you havn’t attended one of 
our meetings as yet, try to make it next year. 

EAC 2002 will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada, April 18 th through the 21 st .at the Orleans 
Hotel. See you there next year. 

March Wells, President 
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MINUTES OF THE 2001 EAC MEETING 


Fredericksburg, Virginia 
Sunday April 1 

President March Wells called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. The usual round of 
introductions followed. The following members and guests were in attendance: 


Bob Grellman, Lake Mary, FL 

Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 

Ed Jasper, Dallas, TX 

Aspen Auclair, Elk Grove, CA 

Harry Salyards, Hastings, NE 

Red Henry, Winchester, VA 

Ellen LaForme, Genoa, OH 

Anne Weathers, Memphis, TN 

David Green, Parsippany, NJ 

Ron Manley, Brentwood, TN 

Don Weinzapfel, Evansville, IN 

Jack Robinson, McLean, VA 

Jack Beymer, Santa Rosa, CA 

John Burns, N. Huntington, PA 

Steven Ellsworth 

Greg Heim 

Dan Holmes 

Howard Barron 

Mike Packard 

Mark Borckardt 

Julian Leidman 

Craig Sholley 

Steve Carr 

Diana Moore 

David Sardella 

Bob Padula 

Joe Lindell 

Joan Widok 

Stephen Fischer 

Jim McGuigan 

Steve Tanenbaum 

Mike Bristow 

Dan Trollan 

Denis Lormg 

Mike Demling 

Mabel Ann Wright 

March Wells 

[Editor’s Note : attendees listed their home towns 


Rich Weber, Houston, TX 

Jerome Dowling, Torrance, CA 

Ron Shintaku, Long Beach, CA 

Phyllis Salyards, Hastings, NE 

Stu Hodge, Dallas, TX 

Bob LaForme, Genoa, OH 

Don Weathers, Memphis, TN 

Bill Weber, Santa Rosa, CA 

Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, MI 

Doug Bird, Hermosa Beach, CA 

Walt Husak, Burbank, CA 

Hue Robinson, McLean, VA 

Sondra Beymer, Santa Rosa, CA 

Anthony Terranova, New York, NY 

Jake Ellsworth 

Robert Yuell 

Carl Huszar 

Bill Eckberg 

Charles Davis 

John Kraljevich, Jr. 

Chuck Heck 
Mark Switzer 
Phil Moore 
Maury Shepherd 
Tom Turissini 
Rod Burress 
Rod Widok 
Don Valenziano, Jr. 

Tom Reynolds 
H. Craig Hamling 
Stan Stephens 
Gene Braig 
Jon Warshawsky 
Bim Gander 
John Wright 
Scott Barrett 

on only one of the three sign-in sheets circulated] 


March thanked the people responsible for the success of the convention: 

Convention and Bourse Chair : Bill Eckberg, following Col. Steve’s site selection 
Educational Program : Gail Baker and Col. Steve Ellsworth, with special thanks to ANA 
President Bob Campbell for his presentation. 

Exhibits : Greg Heim 

Happenings : Mike Packard, Jon Warshawsky, Bill Eckberg 
Bourse Layout : Mike Demling 


-187- 


XXXV / 204 


Thanks also to the volunteers who showed sale lots, as well as those who made monetary 
contributions to support the receptions. 

Future Conventions: 

2002 : April 18-21. Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas. Chair: A1 Boka. 

2003 : mid- April. Drawbridge Inn, Cincinnati. Chair: Rod Burress. 

2004 : one bid has been received from Chicago, with Rod Widok at chair. Other bids are 
solicited. 

Harry Salyards presented the EAC Editor’s Award to Bill Eckberg. Bill accounted for 19% 
of the non-advertising pages in the year 2000 issues of P-W . 

Charlie Davis presented the EAC Literary Award to Mark Borckardt for the Breen Large 
Cent Encyclopedia. He also praised John Kraljevich for his work on the recent Bowers and 
Merena auction of Betts medals. 

The EAC Sale was a tremendous success, with total hammer price of over $383,000. Bob 
Grellman thanked the people responsible. 

EAC membership now stands at about 1290, a small drop from last year. 

An agreement has been reached with Tom Reynolds to repay his debt to EAC. Payments 
will be monthly, with interest on the unpaid balance. 

The Board is considering mailing all copies of P-W by first class mail, with a subsidy from 
the club treasury. 

The Board has renamed the EAC President’s Award as the Herb Silberman Award, in 
honor of EAC’ s late founder. 

Craig Hamling has been appointed secretary of Region 2. 

The Board resolved to update the copyright on the P-W CD-ROM. 

Mark Borckardt solicited comments and corrections on the Breen Large Cent Encyclopedia. 

The Board is considering a project to compile prices realized of all significant large cent 
auctions, and also a subscription-only membership directory. 

Chuck Heck thanked Roxanne Goldberg for starting the Coins for Kids program. He also 
thanked the EAC members who have donated coins. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 AM. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring, 
National Secretary. 


^^*********** 
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EAC EDITOR’S AWARD WINNER: BILL ECKBERG 


Harry E. Salyards 

The EAC Editor’s Award grew out of discussions by the Board, in the early 1990s, of 
ways to encourage new contributors to P-W . Initially conceived as a recognition for significant 
contributions to the journal in the first year of an individual’s membership, it soon became apparent 
that it takes longer than a year for any new member to get his or her “writing legs” where early 
copper is concerned— or at least, I’ve yet to meet the first “phenom” who’ll prove me wrong. 

So the Award has evolved into one recognizing a kind of “Sustaining Authorship” in P-W , 
by people who were not present at the Founding, nor in the first few years thereafter, but who 
have nonetheless been willing to “step into the breach”— NOT always without controversy— and put 
their research conclusions on paper. These are people who I can count on month after month, to 
always have something significant for publication. 

This was never more true than with the winner for 2001, Bill Eckberg . In an acrimonious 
year— a year in which it frankly wasn’t much fun being your editor— it was always a pleasure to 
receive a fat brown envelope from Alexandria, VA— knowing that that would offer some real meat 
for the upcoming issue, rather than the latest gnawing on the same old bone. As alluded to in the 
general meeting minutes, we published a total of 356 non-advertising pages in P-W volume 
XXXIV, and Bill was responsible for 68 of those— an amazing 19.1%! And thus it is with great 
pleasure that I recognize Bill’s singular achievement, with the EAC Editor’s Award. 

Cumulative Roster of Winners 
1995: John Griffee 
1997: Ron Manley 
1998: Red Henry 
1999: Craig Sholley 
2001: Bill Eckberg 

EAC LADIES’ LUNCHEON, FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA, FRIDAY MARCH 30, 2001 

Sondra Beymer 

Twelve EAC ladies met at the Ledo Restaurant for luncheon. The gathering was planned 
by Pat Husak and Sondra Beymer. Additional attendees were Mabel Ann Wright, Ann Weathers, 
Ellen LaForme, Elaine Weber, Sarah Wells, Cee Cee Scott, Jerri Long, Hue To Robinson, Ann 
Gelman, and Sherry Stubblefield. A fine time was had by all. 

EAC ANNUAL SALE, 2003-2004 

At the meeting of the Board of Governors in April 2000, the Board entered into an agreement with 
M & G Auctions, for M & G Auctions to conduct the annual Sale for the years 2001 and 2002. 
Next year, the Board will have to make a decision regarding the conduct of the Sale for the years 
2003 and 2004. This notice is to inform the general membership of EAC that anyone wishing to 
make a proposal to conduct the sale for the years 2003 and 2004 should submit their proposal to 
the Board no later than December 31, 2001 . 


—March Wells, President. 


************* 
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Fred Lake 


(Above) 

John Kraljevich 

(Left) 

John Wright and 
Jack Beymer peruse 
the new Breen Large 
Cent Encyclopedia 
with editor Mark 
Borckardt 


Sale Lot Viewing 


John Bums 
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(Clockwise from upper left): 

Patricia Husak and Elaine Weber 
(photo courtesy Bill Weber); 

Fred Lake (photo courtesy Bill Weber); 

J. R. Frankenfield; Stu Hodge; Bill Weber. 
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AN OPEN LETTER ON THE EAC CONVENTION 


CHUCK HECK writes, 

It was great to see you and your wife again at EAC. I do wish we would be able to talk 
more-I know that time (at least for me) is never enough. Karyn and I came down for the extra day 
on Wednesday and we thoroughly enjoyed the battlefield tour. I ‘coined out’ more than I normally 
do, yet we still found time for dinners with Don and Shirley Valenziano, Bim Gander, Jon 
Warshawsky, Dan Trollan, Craig Sholley and his lovely wife, Walt and Patricia Husak, and Tom 
and CeCe Turissini. 

We did manage to tour around Fredericksburg and sample some of their quaint restaurants 
(as you know!). A jewelry store in town had the perfect gift for our 31st anniversary. We visited 
the historic law offices of James Monroe and even had a private tour. What a beautiful town! I 
hope we come back in a few years. 

Coin-wise, the 1794’ s I had in the Sale did better than expected. I was able to add a die 
state of S-59 to my collection, along with an S-27 upgrade and an S-68 upgrade— the beautiful and 
well-pedigreed S-68 from the famous John Adams collection. 

People-wise, I was able to see many old friends and made some new ones. I finally got to 
meet Dennis Fuoss (and his lovely daughter). I had the pleasure to meet Bruce Reinoehl, another 
1794 nut. Bruce and I are going to need more time and we have much to talk about. It was nice to 
finally meet Mike Bristow after looking at his web site for so long. And so many others too 
numerous to mention. I almost wish we could meet semi-annually instead of once each year. 
That’s another reason why I enjoy the C4 convention in November— it’s like another copper 
convention for me. 

Were there any negatives? Sure! The always-excited Roxanne Goldberg fell victim to tax 
season (she’s a dedicated CPA and I guess I’m not). I missed her and her energy. A1 Boka and 
Jeff Gresser were noticeably missing as was the NJ phantom Frank Stillinger— Frank! You’re 
supposed to work less the older you get! 

Anyway, hats off to Bill Eckberg and to Steve Ellsworth. Karyn and I had a wonderful 
time. Thank you for a great convention 

And to you, Harry— thank you for your excellent writing in each P-W . You always set the 
tone for me when I settle in to read each issue. Thank you for your time and energy. 

Editor’s Comment : I appreciate the kind words, Chuck. And I think we should share the 
experience you told me about, the one that epitomizes the spirit of EAC. Perhaps the story has 
already been told, but it still deserves reiteration. Briefly, Chuck hadn’t been very active in EAC 
for a number of years— he certainly hadn’t been to a national convention. Then, and I believe this 
was at Philadelphia in 1996, he walked onto the bourse floor, wondering if anyone would 
remember him. (You know how it is with the average dealer at a commercial show, whom you 
haven’t seen for a couple of years— he gives you that ‘should I know you?’ look, while sneaking a 
peek at your name tag like some forgotten ex-high school date.) Anyway, Chuck walks in. . .and 
Doug Bird looks up at him over his glasses. . .and without hesitation says, “Well, Chuck Heck- 
how the hell are you!?” 

We’ve had some rough times the past couple of years. But membership in this group 
continues to mean something. And nothing illustrates it better than this experience of Chuck’s. 
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WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING REPORT 

Phil Moore 


Jon Warshawsky chaired the District 7 meeting at the Long Beach Coin Show, 7:00 PM, 
Friday, February 23, 2001. 


Those in attendance were: 

Dan Demeo - Torrance, CA 
Alan Meghrig - Laguna Hills, CA 
Phil Moore - Northridge, CA 
Bill Noyes - Cape Cod, MA 
Bill Yates - Fort Worth, TX 
Doug McHenry - San Diego, CA 
Gary Rosner- Redondo Beach, CA 
Sally Lusk - Ann Arbor, Ml 
Julian Leidman - Silver Spring , MD 


Dean Pollack - Los Angeles, CA 
Tom Reynolds - Omaha, NE 
Ron Shintaku - Long Beach, CA 
Jon Warshawsky - San Diego, CA 
Alan Bricker- Riderwood, MD 
Walt Husak - Burbank, CA 
Jon Lusk - Ann Arbor, Ml 
Bim Gander - Escondido, CA 
Jim McGuigan - Pittsburgh, PA 


The meeting was called to order and each of the participants introduced themselves and 
stated their collecting interests. An 1800 NC2 and a circulated proof 1857 N3 were cherried at 
the show. A discussion about the Auction results concluded that prices at the Frankenfield sale 
were strong, especially for the early dates. Prices for early copper at the other sessions were 
somewhat softer. 


Jon Lusk then did a presentation on his collaboration with Bill Noyes for the Photo 
Project on DVD. The database will have in excess of 20,000 photos, which will be scanned 
from Bill Noyes' photographs with text from the existing descriptions in his books. This will be 
available on five DVD's. This software will have multiple search capabilities with attribution 
pointers, die state information and pedigree information. Research tools will allow overlay of 
photos enabling direct comparison of dies for attribution and die state determination. Users will 
also be able to footnote text to add attribution and die state information for their own information. 


The initial investment for purchasing this is estimated to be several thousand dollars with 
a few hundred dollars for updates as they are made available. In the future people will be able 
to purchase smaller elements at a fraction of the price. Eventually a manual and auto detection 
system will be utilized for attribution of varieties and auto-text generation will be incorporated for 
printing books and catalogues. This project is also expected to expand into other series as 
photos become available. 

Our next scheduled western regional meeting will be at Long Beach on Friday, June 1, 
2001 at 7:00 PM. 


************* 


2001 LARGE CENT HAPPENING WRAP-UP 

Jon Warshawsky 

The 2001 Large cent Happening included six varieties: three early dates, two middle 

dates and a late date. Included were the scarce 1804 S-266 and the 1794 S-59, the object of 
detailed die study in progress by Chuck Heck, Dan Trollan, Bim Gander and the author, 
collectively the "Bad Boys of ’94" - probably something one of us came up with in the hotel bar, 
although no one has claimed responsibility for this title. 
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Thanks go to Steve Carr, Mark Switzer, Tom Knopp, Dan Trollan&everyone else who 
monitored or volunteered to monitor one of the Happening tables. We had a record number of 
coins registered and despite a last minute shortage of numbered cards we tracked and returned 
all coins without any problems. Tom Knopp deserves additional thanks for managing the return 
process when the author had to attend a Board meeting Thursday night. 

Results were calculated in a manner similar to last year based on the overall average 
ranking of each coin. Coins receiving only one vote were disregarded in the final tally. Only the 
top five coins from each variety are listed here, with ties indicated. 

The results are listed below, by variety. The owner of the first place coin appears at the 
top of each list, with the score to the right. Multiple entries for the same person indicate multiple 
coins submitted. A total of 18 people submitted ballot sheets (down from 21 last year), although 
not all viewers voted for all varieties. 


S59 

1st 

Walt Husak 


1.25 

2nd 

Bill Noyes 


2.64. 

3rd 

Walt Husak 


3.00 tie 

3rd 

Dan Trollan 


3.00 tie 

4th 

Fred Borcherdt 

3.25 


5th 

Bim Gander 


3.30 

S219 

1st 

Walt Husak 


1.21 

2nd 

Bruce Reinoehl 

1.86 


3rd 

Steve Ellsworth 

3.14 


4th 

Bruce Reinoehl 

3.25 


5th 

Walt Husak 


3.43 

S266 

1st 

Denis Loring 

2.00 


2nd 

Walt Husak 


2.58 

3rd 

Walt Husak 


3.00 tie 

3rd 

Jerry Stubblefield 

3.00 tie 


4th 

Fred Borcherdt 

3.13 


5th 

Steven Ellsworth 

3.33 


N1 

1st 

Fred Borcherdt 

1.00 


2nd 

Steve Ellsworth 

2.29 


3rd 

John Wright 


2.89 

4th 

Tom Knopp 

3.25 


5th 

Eugene Williams 

4.00 tie 


5th 

John Wright 


4.00 tie 

N7 

1st 

John Wright 


1.50 

2nd 

John Wright 


1.88 

3rd 

Bill Noyes 


2.23 

4th 

Steve Ellsworth 

3.38 


5th 

Ken Schugars 

3.60 
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1840 N9 


1st 

John Wright 


1.00 

2nd 

Tom Knopp 

2.07 


3rd 

Hugh Bodell 


3.21 

4th 

Mark Switzer 

3.71 


5th 

Ken Schugars 

5.00 



We will announce the varieties for next year's Large Cent Happening early in 2002. 
While we will most likely change the logistics of the event next year (our basic processes have 
not changed since its inception, but the number of coins has grown), the Happening continues 
to be very popular and successful. 


************* 


Convention chairman Bill Eckberg wishes to thank the following members for 
their generous contributions to help fund the food and drinks provided at the Wednesday and 
Thursday evening receptions. The contributions totaled in excess of $1 ,500. My apologies to 
anyone inadvertently left off the list. 


Robbie Brown 
Rod Burress 
Rick Coleman 
Jerry Dowling 
Bill Eckberg 
Steve Ellsworth 
Michael Gebhardt 


Greg and Lisa Heim 
Red Henry 
Stu Levine 
Ron Manley 
Chris McCawley 
Jim McGuigan 
Phil Moore 
Frank Noel 


Mike Packard 
Jerry Stubbelfield 
R. Tettenhorst 
Don Valenziano 
Bill Weber 

Rod and Joan Widok 
Bob Younglof 


************* 


2001 EAC EXHIBIT RECAP 

Greg and Lisa Heim 


Seventeen (17) cases were occupied by exhibits, a record since we have been coordinating 
the exhibits in 1996. Five exhibits were judged by a pair of ANA Certified Exhibit Judges. The 
quality and breadth of the exhibits were superb. To say they were well received would be an 
understatement. On behalf of EAC and ourselves, we thank everyone for taking the time to exhibit 
and hope that you continue to do so not only at future EAC Conventions, but at the regional and 
national levels as well. 


************* 


EAC LIBRARY REPORT 2001 


The list of EAC library holdings will be published in Penny-Wise after a new inventory is 

taken. 


Recent donations include a hardbound copy of the J.R. Frankenfield sale catalog by Superior 
Galleries, miscellaneous catalogs and pamphlets by Terry Stahurski, and the Breen manuscript of 
The Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents , donated by Tony Terranova. 

Most requested items included Penny-Wise on CD-ROM, major half cent and large cent 
references, type set of slides, and Noyes photos of various varieties. 
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Donations are accepted but call the librarian first. 


Mabel Ann Wright 
Librarian 


**★*****★★*★★ 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the July issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER# 

Alan E. Lese 

Richmond, VA 

4911 

James Polis 

Arlington, VA 

4914 

David Hildreth 

El Dorado, KS 

4915 

Mark Wehrle 

Highlands Ranch, CO 

4916 

Morris T. Bird 

Winter Park, FL 

4917 

Roy McClung 

Seymor, TX 

4918 

David Steine 

Plum City, Wl 

4919 

Robert G. Padula 

Exeter, Rl 

4920 

Robert Shippee 

Waccabuc, NY 

4921 

George Dexter Sunberg 

Riverside, CA 

4922 

John M. Donnelly 

Adamstown, PA 

4923 

Janet Klugiewicz 

Bolinas, CA 

4924 

Jon Sullivan 

Centerville, TN 

4925 

Brian Danforth 

Slingerlands, NY 

4926 

Jimmy W. Buchanan 

Prospect, KY 

4927 

James D. Swan 

Riverwoods, IL 

4928 

Richard L. Uhrich, Jr. 

Hershey, PA 

4929 

Win Callender 

Virginia Beach, VA 

4930 

Daniel Nawrocki 

Erie, PA 

4931 

Dick Duncan 

Lancaster, PA 

4932 

Sanford L. Cooper 

Osprey, FL 

4933 

Leanne Herrmann 

Decatur, GA 

4934 

John Locke 

Forest Lake, MN 

4935 

Maureen Smith 

Atoka, OK 

4936 

David D. Allgood 

Ft. Myers, FL 

4937 

Greg Brumfield 

Laurel, MD 

4938 

Scott Reilly 

Bellevue, WA 

4939 

Craig M. Griffin 

Cincinnati, OH 

4940 

Warren Chase 

Orlando, FL 

4941 

Edward L. DeCarli 

Ellington, CT 

4942 

Hal Stuart 

Fredericksburg, VA 

4943 

Clayton Goodwin 

Fayetteville, GA 

4944 

Joseph Gladkowski 

Joliet, IL 

4945 

Scott Annechino 

Sacramento, CA 

4946 


★ ★★*★★****★★* 
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[Remainder of the references to Manley’s “Mintages and Survivorship,” from page 170.] 

2. James Ross Snowden, The Mint Manual of Coins of All Nations, 1860, pp. 1 14-115. 

3. Ronald P. Manley, Ph.D., The Half Cent Die State Book 1793-1857, 1998. 

4. Roger S. Cohen, Jr., American Half Cents - the “ Little Half Sisters”, 2nd edition, 1982. 

5. Walter Breen, Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents 1793-1857, 1983. 

6. Walter Breen, Encyclopedia of Early United States Cents 1 793-1814, 2000, pp. 437-558. 

7. Ron Manley, Penny-Wise, XXXV, 32, 2001. 

8. William R. Eckberg, Penny-Wise, XXXIV, 324, 2000. 

9. William R. Eckberg, Penny-Wise, XXXV, 24, 2001. 

10. Walter Breen, Complete Encyclopedia ofU.S. and Colonial Coins, 1988, p. 211. 

************* 


THE "STRAWBERRY" LEAF CENTS OF 1793 

by 

Walter H. Breen 

Editor’s Note : The following appeared originally in issue No. 8 of Bowers and Ruddy’s Empire 

Topics , dated November-December 1959. Dave Bowers submitted it, noting that "you might want to 
reproduce this article by Walter Breen - as an old-time connection to the current discussion you 
have been having." 

The most legendary of the coins of 1793, and the ones about which more rumors are 
circulated than any other, are the wreath type cents (Crosby 5-D,5-E; Sheldon NC-2, 3)with a sprig of 
tri-lobed leaves and berries between the date and bust. Crosby devoted considerable attention to 
them in his 1897 monograph, but so far as I know their complete story has never been published. 
What has been hitherto published on them, outside Crosby's monograph, is mostly in error; and not 
even Crosby was altogether free from error in his discussion of them. A detailed description seems 
necessary in view of the illustrations. 

Crosby gives reasons for thinking that the engraver was trying to represent not strawberry, 
nor yet clover, but instead cotton leaves. Whatever one calls them, they are certainly different from 
the normal olive or laurel sprig found on all other wreath type 1793's. A fact which Dr. Hall seems to 
have been first to point out is that the trefoils (tri-lobed leaves) are the same as those in the wreath 
of the reverse. To this I would add that they are also the same as those found on the edges. It isn't 
too important whether the normal sprig be called olive or laurel, or whether the sprigs here discussed 
be called strawberry, clover or cotton — the diecutter, most likely Joseph Wright, was not a botanist 
and very probably did not even have a specimen of plant life as a model for his design, as the plants 
depicted on the 1793's do not exactly match any known botanical species. 

Why Wright deviated on this single obverse die from the device standardized on the other 
wreath type 1793's is not known. Crosby placed this obverse (his No. 5) at the head of the series of 
wreath cents. This is now known to be in error, for two very simple reasons: Crosby's obverses 4 
and 6 have large date and LIBERTY. This obverse 5, however, has small date and LIBERTY, like 
his obverses 7 through 1 1 . Moreover, the earlier 1793 wreath cents measure 25 to 26.5 mm, as do 
the chain cents; but the last wreath cents, the Crosby 9- 1 , 9-H , 9-G and 11-J, are often larger, 
measuring 27 - 29.5 mm. Now of the known strawberry leaf coins, the unique 5-D measures 26.5 
mm, and the Saltus-ANS and Rabin 5-E's measure respectively 28 and 27 mm. (I have had no 
opportunity to measure any others.) The most logical place for the strawberry coins, therefore, is 
just before the 11-J's, as the latter come with lettered edges as well as the vine and bars device, 
whereas the known strawberry coins have only the vine and bars edge. This obverse die, however, 
was probably made after obverse 1 1 , although used before the latter. 
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Inasmuch as there is still confusion about the number known of the strawberry leaf cents, it 
will be profitable to enumerate all known specimens with their histories, beginning with the unique 
Crosby 5-D or Sheldon NC-2. 

I. Crosby 5-D; Sheldon NC-2. Earliest recorded as the property of Richard B. Winsor in the 
eighteen sixties. Pictured on the Crosby-Levick plate of 1793's, as No. 6-D, and at that time the only 
known strawberry leaf coin. In the Winsor auction (by Chapman, 1895), lot 823, at $21. From S. S. 
Crosby to Dr. Hall, April 1896, at $42.50. Virgil Brand bought the Hall collection outright sometime 
before 1916. In the middle nineteen forties this piece and others went from the Brand estate to 
Charles Williams, Cincinnati insurance executive. It is now owned by a prominent collector in 
Philadelphia. Conditionl; traces of swelling on the reverse die, probably accounting for the quick 
discard of this die. Pictured in the Winsor catalogue (1895), the Crosby book (1897) "Early 
American Cents” and "Penny Whimsy," the reverse only on the last three. An electrotype copy is 
in the collection of the American Numismatic Society. 

II. Crosby 5-E; Sheldon NC-3. Previous source uncertain, this coin first appeared in the 
Parmelee sale of 1890, lot 671, at $79; there bought by Charles Steigerwalt, and by him resold at 
$90 to Dr. Hall. From Hall to the Brand estate, thereafter sold at least once and possibly twice by an 
Ohio dealer, the second time at a reported $2,750 (the same figure has been claimed for the 5-D 
above); since then unseen. Believed to be the Mrs. Staples coin, now impounded in a New England 
estate. Finest of the "original" strawberry leaf coins, now reported as condition 7 and has been 
called "Fine for coin." Pictured in the Parmelee catalogue and the "Guidebook of U. S. Coins" 
(obverse only); examined by Crosby prior to 1897 but it is a mystery why he did not picture it instead 
of the inferior coin III, or make an electrotype as of the 5-D. Sheldon says that Brand bought Nos. I 
and II for $25 for the pair, and that Brand's agent Carl Wurtzbach carried them around for years, 
offering them at $75 for the pain around 1917. This, if true, is singular; Edgar Adams, in the May 
191 1 "Numismatist," quoted Virgil Brand as "having been offered $1500 for the pair" (by Woodin or 
Granberg or Newcomer most likely). No. II is the only strawberry leaf coins with all four numerals of 
the date legible. 

III. Crosby 5-E. First in the Merritt collection (January 1897), lot 90 at $45.25, this later 
belonged to the Hon. Ferguson Haines, of Biddeford, Maine. Haines repeatedly put the coin up at 
auction between 1880 and 1893, but the coin never exceeded his reserve bid and was always 
"bought in." Finally it appeared in Eduoard Frossard's 130th sale, December 19,1894, lot 700, 
where it went at $120. To quote Steigerwalt's "Messenger" (also quoted by Adams in the above 
mentioned "Numismatist" article): "It was this cent that incidentally caused the historic fight when 
Frossard and another dealer, both veterans, rolled around the floor of the auction room, trying to kick 
each other, and the late H. P. Smith lost a diamond pin in the confusion incidental to separating 
them." The coin was eventually sold to J. Sanford Saltus who presented it to the American 
Numismatic Society sometime before 1914. Pictured in Crosby (1897); the 1914 "ANS Exhibition 
Catalogue," plate 22; the "Standard Catalogue; "Early American Cents" and "Penny Whimsy". 
Condition 3, but has a comparatively pleasing color and surface for the grade. Either this or II may 
have been the example "sold in Clinton Hall in 1878" (Steigerwalt) or in J. W. Scott's auction, 
October 23, 1877, at $77.50; this has been unverifiable because I have been unable to locate the 
catalogues referred to. 

IV. Crosby 5-E. Earliest reported by the late William Rabin of Philadelphia, in a full page 
advertisement on page 736 of the September 1941 "Numismatist", at $2500; there illustrated but 
not since until now. At present owned by the same Philadelphia collector who owns No. I. Also 
rated as condition 3, this has a much sharper reverse than III but is very rough, the obverse 
seemingly corroded. 

Other examples have been reported on several occasions but to date they have refused to 
stand up and be counted. Alert collectors will note that the above account differs in some details 
from that given in "Penny Whimsy". I must nevertheless insist that the present enumeration and 
pedigrees are correct, as against any contrary claims in the latter book; the latter was mainly a 
reworking of data in "Early American Cents," and Dr. Sheldon's treatment of these remarkable 
coins was admittedly sketchy, partly because he believed them to be patterns rather than coinage 
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(a view with which I cannot agree), partly because he never had the opportunity to study them or 
their history in detail, but instead trusted to the memory of individuals like Wurtzbach and B. G. 
Johnson, who surely never claimed to speak ex cathedra. Sheldon's assigned basal value to the 5- 
E is strictly speculative, based on his view of them as patterns. The only test of it would be an 
auction of one of them, correctly described. Sheldon's calculations would make a 3-coin worth 6 x 
$35 or $210, but pressure from collectors of "type" coins would doubtless require that figure to be 
multiplied by 30 or 40 and probably more in these inflationary times where luxuries and rarities are 
worth more than the devalued dollars one exchanged for them. 

**★★★★***★*** 


BOOK REVIEW 

WALTER BREEN’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. CENTS, 1793 - 1814 
Less Than It Could Have Been 

Dan Demeo 


Recently I, like many EAC members, purchased Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of Early United 
States Cents 1793 - 1814 . edited by Mark Borckardt, with the collaboration and condition census 
data of Del Bland. In the nearly 900 pages of this book there is undoubtedly more information on the 
series than has ever been published in a single volume. However, I am left with the feeling that the 
book could have been more than it turned out to be. Perhaps that feeling is partially due to the 20+ 
years that we have all waited, but it may be due to shortfalls in the book itself. 

Like Breen's other book on half cents, the series is renumbered starting from 1 as the first 
variety of each year. The order is different from the familiar Sheldon order, based on a new 
emission order. However, the dies have been renumbered (or relettered) as well, and, though in a 
number-letter combination as in Penny-Whimsy , the numbers have changed, and are not the same 
exact numbers as in Vogel's version of Breen's text that was published in 1998. Each variety starts 
a fresh page, and a 3-inch photo of the obverse and reverse of each variety is seen, along with the 
variety number, characteristics, and Sheldon number of the variety. Then follows the description, die 
states, rarity, remarks and a detailed condition census, generally reaching down a dozen or more 
coins. 


The large photos vary in quality, and, unfortunately, many appear to be Jack Collins' photos, 
which, although many people like them, have an appearance unlike that of a coin in the real world, 
and on some coins with irregular fields, can show a coin quite badly. However, at least three of the 
large photos are of the wrong variety, and are duplications of that used for the correct variety. There 
are smaller, actual size photos illustrating some of the die states, but these are too few in number, 
not high enough quality, and the space would be better utilized showing blow-ups of the features of 
interest. Altogether, there is less than one supplemental photo per variety. 

Numerous die states are listed and described, but, without photos to illustrate them, are not 
of great utility; it is of note that there is precious little rarity information on many states as well. When 
given, it is a little less than quantitative. For example, three states of 1797 Breen 9 (S-122) are "very 
rare", "extremely rare”, and "at least two known". I have some difficulty comparing these data. Also, 
there is very little die state data given for the condition census coins, except for the coin used for the 
large photo. 

The condition census data are quite complete, listing auction sales, private sales, and fixed 
price listings back into the 19th century. Sales where the coin is illustrated are printed in bold type. 
However, besides the above-mentioned lack of die state information, there are a couple of 
problems. Most important is that the database appears to end in about 1996. I understand that it is 
impossible to be totally up-to-date, but there have been several important sales in the intervening 
five years, and, combined with the tendency to not give present owners for security reasons, this 
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makes it difficult to trace coins one might be offered. Less important is that Bland tends to list a coin 
reduced to a grade ahead of one not reduced to the same grade. He does not place actual ranks on 
the coins, as did Noyes, so that this is less important. A minor disagreement is that there are 
numerous coins listed in the census that were seen once, or appeared, not photographed, in an 
auction 50 years ago. Since many of the other pedigrees do not go back 50years, many of these 
listings are undoubtedly duplications and impossible to prove unless someone steps up with the coin 
still in the envelope from the sale. 

Aside from the faults, there are numerous features that belong in an encyclopedia of large 
cents. There is a chapter on manufacture of large cents, written by Craig Sholley. There is a 
chapter entitled "Oops!", on mint errors, with numerous illustrations. There are two bibliographies, 
one to the early large cent literature, the other to sales referenced in the condition census data, as 
well as a survey of the literature in the text. For each date, there is a concordance table between the 
various numbering schemes that have been employed, though it is called variously a Conversion 
Table and a Table of Equivalents. Finally, there are data on deliveries, discussions of the Jefferson 
cents and restrikes, and plates showing die linkages similar to those in the back of Penny Whimsy . 
There is an index, mainly a name index, which fortunately leaves out names in the condition census 
data. 


This volume tries to be a single reference with everything anyone might wish to know about 
the early cents, and of course, fails on some counts. It is a book with which one can spend many 
hours identifying the early dates (not as easily as Noyes), looking up pedigrees, comparing prices. 
Due to its heft, it is not likely to be carried to shows, but it is far more than a variety identification 
book. It belongs at the desk of everyone who seriously collects the early date large cents, and who 
can benefit from examination of the census data, die state listings, and comparison of one's own 
coins to the others known. It is not a book for someone who is considering collecting large cents; I 
doubt that Penny Whimsy will ever be replaced in that regard. However, everyone who is serious 
about collecting the various die varieties of early date cents needs this book. For myself, I can't help 
but feel that it could have been better, but I also fit comfortably within the category of people needing 
it. 


************* 


MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright, NLG 

How soon can you guess the year? The Ottoman viceroy Muhammed Ali (not the boxer) invites 
Egypt’s Marmaluke leaders to a banquet at the citadel of Cairo and massacres them all. He will rule 
Egypt unopposed for almost another forty years. George III of England has gone blind and becomes 
permanently incoherent on the death of his favorite daughter. Parliament declares him 'insane' and 
assigns his duties to the Prince of Wales. George will spend his remaining years wandering the 
palace gardens, talking with the trees. Many parts of Central and South America seize the 
opportunity to throw off the Spanish yoke while Spain's attention is on her war with Napoleon. 
Paraguay wins independence this year. Argentina declares independence, but has yet to win it in 
battle. Revolutionary battles rage in Mexico, New Granada, and Chile. 

The first permanent US settlement in the Northwest is established this year at Astoria, Oregon, as a 
fur trading center commissioned by John Jacob Astor. The 'Tonquin' had sailed the prior year from 
the eastern seaboard and around South America to establish this settlement. Russian fur traders 
this year establish Fort Ross at what is now Bodega Bay, California. Their expedition debarked from 
Russian Alaska. The charter of the (First) Bank of the United States lapses. Congress will not 
charter the Second Bank until several years later, well after the repercussions of this dereliction have 
become evident. The first Federal road project is begun this year. The 'National Road' intends to 
connect Baltimore to Saint Louis. States' rights politics causes many delays over the years until 
construction is finally stopped nineteen years later at Vandalia, Illinois, sixty-eight miles short . 

The US Mint in Philadelphia strikes about 1.6 million coins this year, with three of every four being 
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half dollars. Three of the five denominations struck this year are made from overdated dies. All 
dimes, and some cents and half dollars of 181 1 boast clear underfigures in the date. In a rare turn 
of events, there were half again as many half Eagles struck this year as there were either half cents, 
or about five percent of the mintage of 1914-D cents. The scarcer cent of this year has not only a 
clear zero behind the final 1, but also has both of the final I’s punched upside-down and then 
corrected. As a rule, the Classic Head cents (1808-1814) see-saw in scarcity, with the odd years 
scarcer and the coins becoming more plentiful as the years progress. So the scarcest-to- 
commonest Classic cents are 1809, 11, 13, then 1808, 10, 12, 14. Classic cents are found too 
infrequently nice enough to really show the beauty of this design to its full advantage. Fewer than 
five million cents were struck during the seven years of this design, and most of them got 'all used 
up'. John D. Wright is the author of "The CENT Book”, which covers U.S. cents of 1816-1839. He 
has collected U.S. large cents for over forty years. 

************* 


A NOTE OF THANKS 

Reigh Roelofs 

My primary reason for writing this piece is to thank Mr. John R. Frankenfield for signing my 
auction catalog just after the sale of his collection concluded, and for giving me and so many others 
another chance at participating in the history of these wonderful coins we so cherish. I feel it is a 
privilege to have the opportunity to view so many great coins and possibly take a couple to a new 
home. Although my budget for copper is very small, being a member of EAC has helped my 
numismatic education a great deal, and I thought it was time again to put my two cents in (I bought 
two lots) and express my gratitude to Mr. Frankenfield and other great collectors like him, the 
Wyatts, Mr. R.S. Brown, Mr. J. Robinson, Mr. G. Lee Kuntz, Mr. Roger Cohen, et al, who have 
chosen to place their collections up for auction so that anyone who has an interest can avail 
themselves of the opportunity to learn more about Early American Copper. 

Attending an auction like this one can be educational and entertaining! I am fortunate to live 
only 23 miles from the auction site, and can take the 405 Freeway for 16 of those 23 miles. It only 
took an hour and fifteen minutes to get there to view lots on a Monday morning, and it took about an 
hour and ten minutes to get there for the Saturday night session as I had to work that day. Lucky for 
me the weather was mild or else traffic could have been really bad! While viewing lots I was literally 
rubbing elbows with one of the EAC's most prominent figures who I already own a couple of coins 
pedigreed to, though I don't recall seeing an auction catalog with his name on the cover. He is more 
well known for his gathering of information on the Condition Census. At my other elbow was a 
gentleman who has graciously shared his affection for early coppers by exhibiting his collection at a 
local coin club’s annual show, ASTOUNDING! He also brought to an auction held at the same local 
club a certain S48 and let a few different people look at it and handle it. Thanks Fred, and thank you 
Mr. H. for sharing it with us, it is a memory I will cherish a lifetime. 

But back to the auction and my two cents' worth. Each auction has its own flavor or intensity 
and in most cases even with my small budget I am still able to acquire a couple of lots, or at least 
score some cookies and a soda. The R.S.B. I sale was one where I came away without any large 
cents as somehow I avoided that dreaded elbow lock syndrome everyone else had caught, but I did 
get a nice Classic Head half cent from the A.O. Woods catalog. The fun of attending auctions like 
these is witnessing history as it happens. Some auctions can be pretty dull but once in a while 
events will happen that are quite memorable. I wonder if I missed any memorable moments in the 
morning or afternoon sessions of Mr. Frankenfield's sale? I know I will remember the evening 
session for "Martins' Moment" and Del's "OH". Not quite as momentous as Mr. Frankenfield's 
actions during the G. Lee Kuntz sale, nor quite as humorous as the time three of EAC's most 
prominent dealers were sitting at a table at the back of the auction room before one of the "name" 
sales started and were asked by "the LARGEST BUYER at most auctions", "Are you Big Copper 
Weenies going to let me buy anything?" Thanks to that dealer and others at this sale this little 
copper weenie was able to get two lots (late dates) and they are my two cents' worth of memories! 
Thanks again Mr. Frankenfield. 

************* 
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Die States of S-59 


By the Boys of '94 


At EAC 2001 the S-59 was one of the featured coins at the Thursday night Large Cent 
Happening. The Boys of '94 were able to study 19 different coins brought in by our 
members. Our intention was to examine the famous reverse arc break that travels from 
the rim under the left ribbon end, passing just under the left ribbon end, above the 1 in 
100, through the fraction bar just under the top 1, chopping 2 mm off the right ribbon 
end, obliterating most of the final A in AMERICA, and arcing down to the rim just 
before reaching the C. Whew! 

The startling results — we found seven (7) distinct states: 

1. Perfect State - no evidence of any crack. (6 examples) 

2. Very thin Arc Break - the fraction bar is still perfectly straight; there are no blobs or 
cuds above the lower #1 . (2 examples) 

3. Thin Arc Break - a small cud develops on the right side of the top of the lower 1 in 
the fraction. This cud plugs the gap between the 1 and the fraction bar. (2 examples) 

4. Thin Arc Break - a small cud now develops on the left side of the top of the lower 1 
in the fraction. This cud is triangular in shape with a sharp point to the left giving the 
impression of a 1 with an unusually pointed serif. (4 examples) 

5. Thick Arc Break - The break now becomes impressively thicker and the fraction bar 
separates at its center looking like two parallel lines. (3 examples) 

6. Thick Arc Break - same look as state 5 but the final A of AMERICA starts to "cud 
out". (1 example) 

7. Large Cud - Terminal State - The arc crack completely cuds out to the rim. A very 
impressive die state! (1 example) 

The Boys of '94 hope that you enjoy this little exercise. We hope to publish pictures in 
PW of each state in the future. If you can't wait, examples of state 3 and 7 are in the 
Noyes Book. 

— The Boys of '94 
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Harry Salyards 

Editor 

Penny-Wise 

606 North Minnesota 

Hastings, NE 68901 

For Immediate Release 

Contact: COL Steven Ellsworth 
(703) 802-0252, Clifton, VA 

Ellsworth Tosses Coin In Board of Governors Race 

March 26, 2001- — With a coin in every pocket... preferably copper Colonel Steven Ellsworth 

announces his campaign platform for candidacy in the Board of Governors Race of the American 
Numismatic Association (ANA), the premier coin collecting association in the United States. 

Known to friends and collectors as “The Colonel,” Ellsworth retired from the US Army with over 32 
years of service. Since his military retirement, Ellsworth has been a full-time coin dealer and collector 
of Early American Copper Coins under the business name — Butternut. 

“My company’s name came as a suggestion from my southern bride, Sandra Gale. Butternut was the 
color of the Confederate uniforms during the barbarian invasion of the War of Northern Aggression. I 
wasn’t allowed to use the name until after we married. I felt fortunate to be able to use it as well as 
being allowed to keep my own last name, Ellsworth”, laughingly said Ellsworth. Butternut is also used 
in describing choice Early American Cents, added Ellsworth. 

When asked about his volunteer contributions if elected to the Board, Ellsworth stated he wanted to 
focus some of his leadership efforts supporting the education and membership programs, which ANA 
currently has in place, with particular interest on programs directed at young numismatists, K through 
12. Another goal would be to contribute to the expansion efforts for the new museum by helping to 
raise funds and awareness for the renovation project, also currently underway in Colorado Springs, 
continued Ellsworth. 

Colonel Ellsworth has previously served as an ANA District Delegate, and currently serves as the 
Regional Coordinator for the Mid-Atlantic States. As well, he is a member of the ANA membership 
and finance committees and is president of the Virginia Numismatic Association, also serving as its 
bourse chairman for the past three years. He has lectured at the ANA Summer Seminars in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and has written numerous topics concerning personal and property security for 
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collectors and dealers, which have been published in over 1 5-state and -national journals. Ellsworth has 
extensive educational credentials in business and management that is coupled with decades of hands-on 
work experience; he also serves as a consultant to The Red Book, and the United States Secret Service. 

Professional Numismatic Memberships: 

Life Member, American Numismatic Association #3559:1982 
Life Member, American Numismatic Society, 1998 
Life Member, Alabama Numismatic Association #2447 
Life Member, Blue Ridge Numismatic Association #237 
Life Member, Civil War Token Society #1 52 
Life Member. Florida United Numismatists, Inc. #704 
Life Member, Georgia Numismatic Association #160 
Life Member, Maryland Numismatic Association #52 
Life Member, North Carolina Numismatic Association #105 
Life Member, South Carolina Numismatic Association #132 
Life Member, Tennessee State Numismatic Association #202 
Life Member, The Lincoln Cent Society #49 
Life Member, The Silver Dollar Round Table #86 
Life Member, Virginia Numismatic Association #72 
Member, Early American Copper, Inc. #1901, 1982-Present 
Member Michigan State Numismatic Association #8177 
Member Pacific Norwest Numismatic Association #828 

Awards: 

Presidential Award, October 1998, 

American Numismatic Association 
Outstanding Exhibit Award, 1998 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Recipient of Roethke Memorial Literary Award, 1999 and 2000 
Michigan State Numismatic Society 
First Place Com Exhibit Award, 1999 

Tennessee State Numismatic Association 
Presidential Award, May 2000, 

American Numismatic Association 
First Place Exhibit Award, Adult Division 2000 
Colorado Springs Coin Club 
Recipient of Certificate of Merit, August 2000, 

Blue Ridge Numismatic Association 

xxxxxxxx 

For more information, contact Colonel Steven Ellsworth, email; Butternut@ Butternut.org 
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36 

39 

42 

44 

41 

64 

66 

49 

51 

53 

62 

59 

58 

55 

78 

56 

68 

70 

72 

83 

81 

76 

85 

79 

96 

98 

99 

101 

103 

105 

107 

108 

111 

113 

115 

117 

131 

133 

120 

122 

124 

126 

128 

137 

139 

141 

143 

147 

149 

151 

154 

156 

162 

160 

165 

167 


427 

429 

382 

384 

387 

389 

412 

414 

416 

409 

434 

432 

374 

393 

395 

411 

399 

386 

431 

424 

443 

445 

447 

449 

463 

451 

453 

455 

467 

465 

457 

459 

461 

470 

473 

475 

482 

484 

486 

477 

480 

502 

504 

506 

494 

496 

498 

500 

508 

516 

510 

512 

488 

490 

492 

514 


Breen Index Sheldon Numbers and Pages 

Bill Maryott 


1794 

S-45 

170 

1794 

S-46 

172 

1794 

S-47 

180 

1794 

S-48 

177 

1794 

S-49 

184 

1794 

S-50 

188 

1794 

S-51 

186 

1794 

S-52 

190 

1794 

S-53 

192 

1794 

S-54 

194 

1794 

S-55 

196 

1794 

S-56 

198 

1794 

S-57 

211 

1794 

S-58 

214 

1794 

S-59 

216 

1794 

S-60 

205 

1794 

S-61 

207 

1794 

S-62 

209 

1794 

S-63 

174 

1794 

S-64 

201 

1794 

S-65 

203 

1794 

S-66 

218 

1794 

S-67 

221 

1794 

S-68 

223 

1794 

S-69 

225 

1794 

S-70 

227 

1794 

S-71 

229 

1794 

S-72 

232 

1794 

NC-1 

145 

1794 

NC-2 

153 

1794 

NC-3 

231 

1794 

NC-4 

NL 

1794 

NC-5 

169 

1794 

NC-6 

200 

1794 

NC-7 

NL 

1794 

NC-8 

130 

1794 

NC-9 

182 

1794 

NC-10 

164 

1794 

NC-1 1 

136 

1795 

S-73 

240 

1795 

S-74 

242 

1795 

S-75 

244 

1795 

S-76a 

246 

1795 

S-76b 

249 

1795 

S-77 

252 

1795 

S-78 

255 

1795 

S-79 

257 

1795 

S-80 

265 

1795 

NC-1 

262 

1795 

NC-2 

251 

1795 

NC-3 

254 

1795 

NC-4 

264 

1796 

S-81 

273 

1796 

S-82 

275 

1796 

S-83 

277 

1796 

S-84 

279 


1796 S-85 

281 

1796 S-86 

283 

1796 S-87 

285 

1796 S-88 

287 

1796 S-89 

289 

1796 S-90 

291 

1796 S-91 

271 

1796 S-92 

330 

1796 SI-93 

341 

1796 S-94 

334 

1796 S-95 

343 

1796 S-96 

337 

1796 S-97 

314 

1796 S-98 

316 

1796 S-99 

318 

1796 S-100 

322 

1796 S-101 

324 

1796 S-102 

326 

1796 S-103 

328 

1796 S-104 

362 

1796 S-105 

361 

1796 S-106 

303 

1796 S-107 

301 

1796 S-108 

299 

1796 S-109 

305 

1796 S-110 

307 

1796 S-111 

309 

1796 S-112 

312 

1796 S-113 

355 

1796 S-114 

357 

1796 S-115 

359 

1796 S-116 

345 

1796 S-117 

348 

1796 S-118 

351 

1796 S-119 

353 

1796 NC-1 

332 

1796 NC-2 

336 

1796 NC-3 

339 

1796 NC-4 

320 

1796 NC-5 

311 

1796 NC-6 

350 

1796 NC-7 

365 

1797 S-1 20a 

375 

1797 S-1 20b 

377 

1797 S-1 21 a 

379 

1797 S-1 21b 

381 

1797 S-1 22 

391 

1797 S-1 23 

397 

1797 S-1 24 

401 

1797 S-1 25 

403 

1797 S-1 26 

405 

1797 S-1 27 

407 

1797 S-1 28 

418 

1797 S-1 29 

420 

1797 S-1 30 

422 

1797 S-1 31 

425 
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1798 

S-180 

522 

1801 NC-3 

639 

1807 S-275 

773 

1798 

S-181 

524 

1801 NC-4 

637 

1807 S-276 

775 

1798 

S-182 

526 

1801 NC-5 

628 

1808 S-277 

782 

1798 

S-183 

528 

1802 S-225 

650 

1808 S-278 

785 

1798 

S-184 

530 

1802 S-226 

652 

1808 S-279 

788 

1798 

S-185 

532 

1802 S-221 

658 

1809 S-280 

791 

1798 

S-186 

518 

1802 S-228 

656 

1810 S-281 

796 

1798 

S-187 

520 

1802 S-229 

660 

1810 S-282 

800 

1798 

NC-1 

469 

1802 S-230 

664 

1810 S-283 

802 

1798 

NC-2 

472 

1802 S-231 

666 

1810 S-284 

804 

1799 

S-188 

540 

1802 S-232 

672 

1810 S-285 

798 

1799 

S-189 

543 

1802 S-233 

674 

1811 S-286 

810 

1799 

NC-1 

538 

1802 S-234 

676 

1811 S-287 

808 

1800 

S-190 

557 

1802 S-235 

678 

1812 S-288 

818 

1800 

S-191 

552 

1802 S-236 

680 

1812 S-289 

820 

1800 

S-192 

559 

1802 S-237 

668 

1812 S-290 

816 

1800 

S-193 

561 

1802 S-238 

670 

1812 S-291 

814 

1800 

S-194 

563 

1802 S-239 

682 

1813 S-292 

825 

1800 

S-195 

565 

1802 S-240 

684 

1813 S-293 

823 

1800 

S-196 

567 

1802 S-241 

688 

1814 S-294 

828 

1800 

S-197 

571 

1802 S-242 

686 

1814 S-295 

830 

1800 

S-198 

585 

1802 NC-1 

654 



1800 

S-199 

575 

1802 NC-2 

662 

-4s •&* 'X- •J- *1- 
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1800 

S-200 

577 

1803 S-243 

694 



1800 

S-201 

581 

1803 S-244 

698 



1800 

S-202 

583 

1803 S-245 

696 



1800 

S-203 

605 

1803 S-246 

700 



1800 

S-204 

597 

1803 S-247 

702 



1800 

S-205 

599 

1803 S-248 

704 



1800 

S-206 

601 

1803 S-249 

706 



1800 

S-207 

603 

1803 S-250 

712 



1800 

S-208 

589 

1803 S-251 

708 



1800 

S-209 

593 

1803 S-252 

714 



1800 

S-210 

595 

1803 S-253 

716 



1800 

S-211 

573 

1803 S-254 

718 



1800 

S-212 

587 

1803 S-255 

720 



1800 

NC-1 

551 

1803 S-256 

722 



1800 

NC-2 

569 

1803 S-257 

724 



1800 

NC-3 

579 

1803 S-258 

726 



1800 

NC-4 

591 

1803 S-259 

727 



1800 

NC-5 

554 

1803 S-260 

729 



1800 

NC-6 

555 

1803 S-261 

731 



1801 

S-213 

612 

1803 S-262 

733 



1801 

S-214 

614 

1803 S-263 

735 



1801 

S-215 

618 

1803 S-264 

739 



1801 

S-216 

622 

1803 S-265 

737 



1801 

S-217 

624 

1803 NC-1 

710 



1801 

S-218 

626 

1804 S-266 

744 



1801 

S-219 

631 

1805 S-267 

752 



1801 

S-220 

633 

1805 S-268 

754 



1801 

S-221 

620 

1805 S-269 

756 



1801 

S-222 

641 

1806 S-270 

760 



1801 

S-223 

643 

1807 S-271 

764 



1801 

S-224 

635 

1807 S-212 

767 



1801 

NC-1 

616 

1807 S-273 

769 



1801 

NC-2 

629 

1807 S-274 

771 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Jon Warshawsky writes (apropos of the January issue): 

I enjoyed Bob Schuman's account of his special affinity with Hays' personal copy of Maris' work on 
the 1794 cents. While I had not begun my numismatic pursuits when John Adams had his 
collection, I also became enamored with the early cents through a literary connection. 

Prior to joining EAC in 1991, I had returned to my boyhood interest in coins by collecting Bust halves 
by Overton numbers. More sophisticated, I figured, and more money, but now I had a job and 
folders of Indian Head cents in Good weren't as exciting as they had once been. For those 
unfamiliar with the series, Overton remains the standard reference and the variations in date and 
star positions, inscriptions and die breaks (tons of them, many distinctive) offer challenges similar to 
those that draw collectors to large cents, especially middle and late dates. Because I had graduated 
from filling penny boards with Indian Head cents and Buffalo nickels only seven or eight years 
earlier, this was a big step and even if Overton may be the driest, dullest book ever written I 
marveled at the precision and detail. I owned some nice coins, including a lustrous 1820/19 half, for 
example, but even for the overdate there were multiple varieties. Fascinating stuff. 

Still, when I looked back at my Red Books from 1979-83, my initial round with U.S. coins, the well- 
thumbed pages were those describing the early cents, and I knew that if I intended to collect what 
really struck my fancy(Reich's designs are charming only in their variation in production, not, in my 
opinion, as works of art) then the large cents were my ultimate goal. I shipped my fledgling 
collection of Bust halves to Bowers & Merena for consignment to one of their auctions and several 
months later used the proceeds to start my foray into early copper. While there were several halves 
I knew I would miss - particularly a nice 1802 and 1803 0-1 02a - it was more of a business 
transaction than a separation from a cherished pasttime. I didn't lose any sleep over the deal. 

In the early nineties I began to acquire a few 1794 cents, inspired by the John Adams fixed price 
catalogue published by Bowers & Ruddy in 1982, and in 1993 I was fortunate enough to purchase 
one of the S-17a's from the Adams collection. This was the coin originally from Edouard Frossard's 
set that found its way into the Garrett collection where it resided for more than 80 years. As with 
many of this variety, the coin is distinctive for a large planchet lamination, this one on the reverse. It 
remains one of the sharper examples known (VF) but suffers substantial deducations because it was 
struck on a rather gruesome piece of copper. Still, I loved it because I read that it had been plated in 
Frossard's 1878 reference on the 1794s. 

Whatever that was. 

By this time, the superb Dennis Mendelson library had been sold and numismatic literature rode a 
new wave of popularity within EAC, enough to capture the attention of this neophyte. While visiting 
CVM's table at the Central States convention shortly after that sale, I asked a few questions about 
the 1 794 books from that sale and ended up buying an original edition (no. 1 37 of 300) of Frossard's 
book. Not cheap, but a fraction of the price of a nice VF 1 794 cent. I immediately flipped to the 
plates toward the end of the book, and my connection with the early cents changed on the spot, 
forever. 

There, more than 115 years after it was plated, my S-17a looked out from that book. I had known 
on some level that, sure, early large cents had not been struck yesterday and that they must have 
been SOMEWHERE before they ended up in CVM's or Tom Reynolds' case, but now there was a 
new depth to the big cents opening right in front of me. The early cents were transformed from dead 
merchandise to living history and I finally "got it" after two years of collecting them. 
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Old books exude a certain warmth and wisdom - even if, like Frossard's, they are full of errors and 
uncertainties - as well as a sense of exploration. Knowledge of even 1794 cents was not that 
advanced in 1878, and the coins plated were early clues in a grand riddle that even now triggers 
debate and discussion. If you can be inured somewhat to the age of a coin, this is harder to do with 
a book. The existence of these old plates, which are marvelous to study and were undoubtedly 
expensive to produce, can instill the sense of fraternity with previous generations of collectors that 
really sets early copper apart from other worthy fields of study within numismatics. With Bust halves, 
I was a scientist trying to classify and accumulate. With early cents, I began to share a passion with 
colorful collectors who left tangible legacies for us. So, if, like Bob Schuman, you have the chance 
to study or acquire one of these special books, take the opportunity. There is nothing that will inspire 
your interest in the story of the early cents to the same degree. 

* * * 


Scott Williams writes, 

I need to apologize to the members who responded to my ad in PW and on Region 8. As 
stated in my ad and with Region 8, I had given all of my Large Cents to my good friend and coin 
dealer, Danny Robinson, to dispose of them as he attended many shows around the country. He 
always attended the FUN show and many EACers had called me and I referred them to Danny who 
would be at the FUN show. Sadly, Danny was diagnosed with liver cancer November 27 and 
passed away February 27, three months later. His passing saddens me deeply, plus his widow is 
taking it pretty hard. I don't want to burden her at this time with putting my coins together and 
sending them to me (Danny lived in Macon, GA, and I live in Las Vegas, NV), so it will take me some 
time to make these coins available again. My apologies to all for this inconvenience. 


* 


* * 


Larry Goldman writes, 

I have enclosed an announcement about the upcoming MSNA Show ... As you know, the MSNA 
Show is not commercially organized, but rather is for the benefit of the Maryland coin clubs. 

ATLANTIC RARITIES COIN EXPOSITION 

Sponsored by the 

Maryland State Numismatic Asssociation 
June 15-17, 2001 - Baltimore Convention Center 
YN Program - Auctions - Educational Forum - Exhibits 

SHOW INFORMATION - Bill Ayres 
P.O. Box 2 Fork, MD 21051 410-592-2303 

BOURSE INFORMATION - Tom Palmer 
P.O. Box 6533 Baltimore, MD 21219 
703-351-8409 FAX: 703-351-8622 

* * * 
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AL BOKA writes. 


I snapped this photo on April 8, as my twin boys Andrew and Alan were looking over their 
“small” collection of middle and late date large cents. It turned out to be quite an interesting 
picture, so I scanned and e-mailed it to several EAC’ers who I happened to have on my mailing 
list. Red Henry suggested that I send it along to you, [commenting that P-Wl “is traditionally 
over-involved with nuts and bolts, and can use a human touch.” I reflected back to a passage from 
Dr. Sheldon’s introduction to Penny Whimsy , in which he referred to “helping a younger 
generation of kitchen-table-scientists-on-Friday-nights to ‘make out the big cents.’” Well, this 
picture wasn’t taken on a Friday night but rather on a Sunday evening, and not at the kitchen table 
but at the desk in my office. 


Andrew and Alan turned three on April 6, 2001, and are really interested in their small 
“hoard” of large cents. They describe their cents as nice, ugly, scratched, etc. Their favorite 
magazine, copies of which they have sitting by their bedside, are back issues of Bowers & 
Merena’s Rare Coin Review , which they refer to as “the penny magazines.” Who knows?— 
someday one or both of them may become the next great large cent collector. 
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FROM THE INTERNET 


Bill Eckberg 

Region 8 continues its slow growth. We now have 282 members. This past two months, 
topic A of conversation was the EAC Convention in Fredericksburg, VA. As usual, there was a 
posting of all Region 8 members who intended to be at the convention. This year, there was also 
some interplay between individuals setting up transportation to and from the airports. The other 
major topic of discussion was the J. R. Frankenfield sale. And oh yes, one more thing: a small 
controversy as the reader will see below. . . 

Ron Guth reported on the Frankenfield sale. He had been the auctioneer. He also wrote 
that for me, the most poignant moment of the entire sale was when Wes Rasmussen presented a 
special copy of Superior’s sale of the Bob Matthews collection to his widow, Jean. Earlier, the 
catalog had been passed around and signed by just about everyone in the room, allowing many of 
Bob’s old friends to add their thoughts to the pages. I sure got a lump in my throat when Wes 
made the presentation and, without embarrassing anyone in particular, there were some teary eyes 
scattered about the room. It reminded me, once again, that collecting copper coins is a lot of fun, 
but the friends we make in our lives are even more important. 

Dennis Fuoss wrote a lengthy and interesting account of his time at the JRF sale. He 
also described another feeding frenzy for an 1817 N12 terminal die state, on eBay, that eventually 
sold for $735 after opening at $19.99. 

Rick Coleman asked that the new owners of the JRF half cent proofs provide him with 
the weights of the coins for his ongoing research project. 

Tom Turissini reported that many of the middle and late date JRF large cents had been 
slabbed and were now appearing on Teletrade. Dennis Fuoss later noted that most of these had 
not reached their reserves. He also presented a table giving the lot number, grade and price in the 
JRF sale, the slab grade, lot number, reserve, and selling price (if any) on Teletrade. 

Steve Carr is looking for the Hines-Newcomb correspondence that was in the hands of 
Warren Lapp. 

Jeremiah Burton asked if anyone knew how the new Intercept Shield technology would 
keep copper coins. I think a lot of us would like to know, but are afraid to be the first to test it. 
Unfortunately, the shields do not (yet?) come in a size that tightly fits LC’s and HC’s. Kim 
Greenman responded that the technology uses a sacrificial metal that corrodes more easily than do 
the coins. If this is true, your humble correspondent suggests that you might get the same 
effect by putting a chunk of zinc into your coin box. 

Bill Luebke recently obtained a nice 1794 S-56 with a blundered edge reading ONE 
HUNDRED DOLLAR. He thinks the error may have been intentional as it results in a hundred 
dollar cent. 

Roxanne Goldberg reported that she is now giving off-center Lincoln cents to kids. 
Gee, do you think if I shrink, she’ll give one to me? She is still Numismatics’ #1 unofficial 
booster. We need as many more like her as we can get. 

Lanny Reinhardt corrected an error in the EAC Sale catalog. The long run of 1804 C-6 
die states was reported to be his reference collection. He corrected this to note that they were his 
duplicates. He also provided a lot of information about the die state attributions of the coins. 
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David Lange and Steve Carr commented on the wealth of information in the new 
Breen/Bland/Borckardt Book (did Bowers mean to have THAT much alliteration?) Tom Deck 
was the first to report an error in the book to Region 8. 

Chuck Heck gave comments on the JRF sale, his exhibit at EAC 2001, and some 
allegedly-scudzy coins that he loves, including a Penny Whimsy plate coin. 

Greg Heim talked about the convention (without Lisa) and lamented the aging process. 
(At only 34 years old! Give us a break, Greg! Many of us have been looking at the dark side of 
50 for some time now.) 

Jon Warshawsky reported the scores from the Large Cent Happening. 

Mark Hayes asked members who collect Massachusetts coppers to contact him. He is 
specializing in half cents. He also reports receiving an error copy of the new Breen book in which 
all of the pages are upside down with respect to the cover. Naturally, he kept it. 

Bob Rankin, Jerry Stubblefield, Bill Maryott, Dennis Fuoss, Steve Carr, 
Bob Yuell, Chip Cutcliffe, and Tom Turissini all reported that they had positive 
experiences at EAC 2001. 

John Henninger weighed in on two subjects discussed in the last issue of P-W: the 
Strawberry Leaf Wreaths (he doubts they are counterfeit) and the emission sequences (he notes that 
the order in which coins were struck & that in which they were delivered might be quite different). 

Brad Karoleff asked if any members had information on dentil counts for the late Classic 
Head half cents. Ron Manley replied with the requested information. 

Gary Hopwood inadvertently opened a can of worms by asking an innocent question 
about the condition census. J. Mark Switzer responded with a tongue-in-cheek (and very 
irreverent) discussion of the multiple condition censuses (centsi?) for large cents. Your humble 
correspondent replied that he thought a little irreverence was appropriate, as knowledgeable 
collectors’ opinions differ, so there are always six or more coins in the top five for each variety. 
However, Dan Demeo and Fred Truex felt very strongly otherwise, and took strong exception 
to some of Mark’s comments. Mark responded that he had meant no offense to anyone. On a 
related matter, Greg Silvis reported that he had discovered a misattribution of a Mint State 1793 
half cent by the Chapmans. For all of us collecting Mint State 1793 half cents, there is now one 
more C4 to chase and one less C3. There goes the oF CC. . . 

Nicholas Forster collects middle dates, apparently in England. We wonder if he 
considers them colonial issues. 

Jim McAvoy wonders if there is anyone keeping a digital archive of R4+ half cents. 

Ron Guth asked for information on New Jersey and Connecticut coppers to help clear up 
some controversial issues on his CoinLacts.com website. Gene Anderson asked who “TAD” of 
the famous Stack’s TAD sale was. 

And for a brief foray into big-time political intrigue, Col. Steve Ellsworth announced he 
is running for the ANA Board. Seriously, we wish him luck. 

As Region 8 chair J. Mark Switzer would say, send him some email. His address 
remains dcl81@olg.com, and Region 8 remains an important resource for all members of EAC 
who wish to participate. 


- 213 - 


XXXV / 204 


SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
July 15, 2001 issue is June 30, 2001. All ads must include the individual membership number 
of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 
606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 66901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto, Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or 
terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 

and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 

be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. 
Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


What others think of “The CENT Book”: Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn’t leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I 
would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


************* 
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JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 


P.O. Box 25817 


Portland, OR 97298 
(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 18 th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************ 


CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 


Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) 
Volume I not available separately; Volume II only 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 


$240.00 postpaid 
$ 85.00 postpaid 
$ 65.00 postpaid 


************* 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 PO Box 1288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

Phone (360) 240-8366 flan@whidbey.net 

BRITISH TOKENS of the 18 th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 

************* 


ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 

I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. 
This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 . 
Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 

(407) 321 - 8747 


************* 
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EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790’s: British tokens and books about them. We 
publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19 th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18 th century “Conder” tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19 th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

Allan Davisson EAC#3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320) 685-3835 FAX (320) 685-8636 email: davcoin@aol.com 

************* 

WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #353 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

BRAND NEW 

CQR / NOYES CONDITION CENSUS, 1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 

• Same small format as CQR - easy to carry to shows. 

• All modern coin histories - listing grades and prices. 

• Absolutely essential for every buyer of large cents. 

• Top 1 2 to 20 coins listed for each variety. 

Now available! 

Send all orders to me at the above address. Cost $35 plus $3 postage. 

************ 


ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

email: larislw@aol.com (818)348-3749 

I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6 and S-1 1c) in choice, true EF- 
40 to AU-58 (not “slab grade”). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I will pay 
CQR “choice” +++. Particularly want Sheldon 5 Wreath in true 40 or better. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, full 
undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect “Old West” and “Deep South” old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver Indian 
peace and pre-1900 American historical gold and silver medals. 

************* 

RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: “The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793 - 1857” 

This 300-page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and 
the 1999 NLG “Best U.S. Coin Book” Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and 
updated information on all business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse 
descriptions are provided for each die state. Also included are over 250 plated die states, 
emission sequence revisions, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data for each variety, references 
to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3-inch 
diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00, postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 
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BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 


P.O. Box 46135 


Seattle, WA 98146 


BmcKiv 0 r@iun 0 .cx 3 m or Copperman@Thecoppercorner.com (206) 244-8345 
Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English “Conder” tokens, Evasions, 
19 th Century tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright’s book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 Postpaid. 

Many EAC’ers receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE — www.Thecoppercorner.com. 

************* 


GARRY APELIAN, EAC #2686 910 Revere Road Glenview, IL 60025 

(847) 724-7242 

Wanted: Any EAC'er with an extra bottle of Blue Ribbon or CARE. Please let me know what 
you have and your price. 


************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 P.O. Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979- 1942 


1798 S-147 R5 Good plus / GD-4 $ 99 

1807/6 S-272 PCGS F-15A/G-8 EAC grade Superior 2/18/01 lot 2294 6500 

1816 N-1 Fine sharpness, corrode, Fair-2 18 

1816 N-3 Fine-12 / VG-8 nice appearance 50 

1817 N-1 F-12/Fair-02 corroded, ex 1988 Civil War Show 9 

1817 N-2 EDS No die break 1st S in STATES, F-1 2, smooth but many marks, GD-6 35 

1817 N-1 2 Later die state, triangular break or lump at 1st star as Robinson lot 690 20 

VG / AG-3, corroded 

1830 N-6 Small Ltrs, Obv. 40 or better, Rv. AU, retoned, net 35, Superior 2/18/01 lot 2250 

2411 

1 839 N-1 State III PCGS VF-20/1 2 choice, ex R.S. Brown, Superior 2/01 , 2453 2500 

Postage, any order $3.00. 




GARY A TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 1 729 Terrace Drive Vestal, NY 1 3850 


FOR SALE: 1787 ATLEE (MACHIN'S MILLS) HALF PENNY - Vlack 17-87B 

VG/F. Nice planchet with fairly smooth, greyish brown surfaces. Typical obverse die state. Struck 

slightly off center with full legends and date. Nice specimen. $125.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 


GREG AND LISA HEIM, EAC #3619 PO Box 7652 North Brunswick, NJ 08902-7652 

e-mail: gangof4@optonline.net 

DESPERATELY WANTED: 

30th Anniversary EAC Silver Medalion. Will pay $40.00 as long as it is not impaired. 

EAC Membership Token: Any variant. If you are willing to part with yours, we would be buyers at 
$ 100 . 00 . 

************* 
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ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC 2502 


1007 Savannah Avenue 


Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
e-maii: rzavos@hotmail. com 


Adams (ed), Monographs on Varieties of US Large Cents 1793-1794; hardbound, nice condition, no dj $ 30 

Loring (ed), Monographs on Varieties of US Large Cents 1795-1803; hardbound, nice condition, no dj $ 30 

Bowers/Ruddy Garrett Hardbound Editions, black cloth, gold letters; like new with prices realized 

Sale 2, March 26-27, 1980; Quarters to Eagles, Commoratives, Hard Times Tokens $25 

Sale 3, Oct. 1-2, 1980; Colonial & State Coinage $35 

Sale 4, March 25-26, 1981 ; Washington Colonials & Medals, Franklin, Indian peace Medals $25 

John W. Adams Collection of US Large Cents of 1794, softbound, 134 pps. Prices sheet $25 
Crosby Early Coins of America; 1 983 Durst reprint in very fine condition; 378 pp $30 

EAC/Pine Tree 2/1 5/75 EAC Convention Sale; outstanding Connecticuts; cat. by Walter Breen; nice copy $65 

2/27-28/76 EAC Sale incl important NJ & CT coinage; prl; cat. by Breen, et al $25 

Superior 2/10/75 Charles Ruby Part 3; plates fine condition; prl-[Early Large Cents, etc] $25 

$3 postage/order; numerous auction catalogues and books - ask for free list 


JESSE PATRICK, EAC #230 Box 3486 Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

1,000 Tokens with your reverse lettering, 650.00 ppd. For serifed letters add an additional $30.00. 
All tokens are 1 1/16" diameter and struck on copper coated zinc planchets like modern U S. Cents. 
Dies available for the obverse of your token at no extra charge include: 

CHAIN CENT - 1794 CENT - HAWAIIAN CENT - 1793 HALF CENT - FUGIO CENT - 1854 
FLYING EAGLE PATTERN - 1792 SILVER CENTER CENT - CONNECTICUT COPPER - Or 
whatever you wish on orders over 2500 pieces. 

Sample pack of 10 different obverses including one silver piece $25.00, cost applicable to any new 
order for 1 ,000 tokens. 


************* 


JOE TOMASKO, JR., EAC #794 P.O. Box 388386 Chicago, IL 60638-8386 

Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840-1857, Grellman, 2nd edition $85.00 


1797 

S-120 b 

F-12 

$255.00 

Choice color and surfaces 

1797 

S-139 

F-15 

$285.00 

P.C.G.S. choice, late obv. 

1800 

S-197 

VF-20 

$400.00 

ANACS nice coin 

1801 

S-219 

VG-7 

$180.00 

Early rev. 

1801 

S-223 

F-15 

$240.00 

Nice l/ooo fraction 

1802 

S-239 

VG-7 

$ 40.00 

Obv. crack 

1831 

N-1 1 

VG-10 

$ 17.00 

Cud on rev. 

1847 

N-26 

VF-35 

$200.00 

Rev. cud, nice coin 


************* 


JAMES POLIS, EAC #4914 
Quality Collector Coins 
Colonial and Early Copper Coins 

4501 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. Suite 306 
Washington, D.C. 20008 
(202) 363 - 6650 
Fax: (202)363-4712 
E-Mail: Jpolis7935@aol.com 


************* 
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ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4 x 4 inch sheets box of 1000 $7.00 pkgof250 $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner Sorry - I do not have any more. 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings $34.00 

Cast iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Heavy Duty 28 lb Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, white, brown 

PkgoflOO $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 send SASE for sample 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior Fit inside 

Standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample $25.00 pkg of 100 
VIGOR 1 0X T riplet magnifying glass very high quality optics best glass 

on market to my knowledge for its size and price 

extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $44.00 each with cord 

Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37 pgs 

Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write 

Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - You must give a 
street address. 

************* 
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TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


1806 C-LRl 

MS-63 

$4000. 

1828 C-3, R1 

AU-58 

$285. 

1832 C-LR2 

AU-50+ 

$315. 

1853 C-l, R1 

AU-55 

$285. 

1831 N-3, R1 

AU-55 

$750. 

1837 N-13, R2+ 

MS-62 

$600. 


P.O. BOX 390001 Omaha, NE 68139 

(402) 895-3065 

Small 6, Stemless. Brown with 15% mint red. Choice, 
lustrous surfaces. Some minor striking weakness. C 
13 Stars. Brown with choice, lustrous surfaces. C 
Medium brown with choice, frosty surfaces. A+ 

Brown with choice frosty surfaces. C 
Brown with choice frosty surfaces. A+ 

PHC/LL. Brown with choice, frosty surfaces. A+ 

Send name and address to receive free price lists. 




MARCH WELLS, EAC #702 P.O. Box 6865 Louisville, KY 40206 

E-mail address: EAC702@attglobal.net (502) 895-6104 
—DRAPED BUST VARIETIES FOR SALE— 

From my personal collection, I have 75 Draped Bust varieties for sale. Some are CC pieces. 
Almost all have appeared in a major sale or were bought from a dealer known to most EAC 
members. For a list of items for sale or information on available pieces, please contact me. 


HARRY RESCIGNO, EAC #983 P.O. Box 415 Newfoundland, NJ 07435 

—Penny Whimsy’s For Sale- 

1958 Harper and Row edition, Very Fine $45. 

1976 Quarterman edition. Very Fine $50. 

1990 Durst edition. New $50. 

To reserve, fax (973) 697-6478, or email rescigs@nji.com 

EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

Bowers & Merena, Boyd, Brand & Ryder Collection, March 1990, hardbound, PRL $33. 
Bowers & Merena, David Dreyfuss, April 1986, near-Mint 10. 

Gilbert, U.S. Half Cents, spiral bound, glossy plates. Fine 30. 

Rulau, Hard Times Tokens 1832-1844, fourth edition, Fine 5. 

Rulau, Early American Tokens, second edition, Fine 5. 

Cumulative Index to Penny-Wise , plus History of EAC, 1966-1986 6. 

Rulau, Hard Times Tokens, 1983 second edition. Mint 3. 

Whitman Large Cents folder, Volume 1 only, No. 9001 3. 

HARRY SAL YARDS, EAC #799 606 N. Minnesota A ve. Hastings, NE 68901 

email: hpsalyar@tcgcs.com 

1817 N-9, R2 AU-50 sharpness; some old, toned-over scratches upper obverse: Net EF-40. 

ex-Ray Chatham, Robinson Brown, EAC ‘82 Sale, lot 311 $175. 

1829 N-6, R1 VF-30, glossy olive-brown, ex-Tom Reynolds Collection, 10/83 150. 

1833 N-2, R2 AU-50 sharpness, some old abrasions over cheek: Net EF-40, 

ex-Paul Padget, 5/83 150. 
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Jim McGuigan 
EAC #355 


Box 1 33 


N. Versailles, PA 15137 
(4 1 2) 247-4484 (800) 863-258 1 Ext 0 1 


Shown below is an offering of large cents from 1793 to 1857. It includes many of the scarce dates and 
Redbook varieties. Most of the coins, particularly the middle and late dates, have choice color and surfaces. 
Please call if you would like more detailed descriptions of any of the coins. (Note: P=PCGS, N=NGC, and 
A=ANACS certified.) Happy hunting! 


1793 S-5 VG10(P) 

2,100 

1793 S-13 VGIO(P) 

10,500 

1796 S-82 VF30 (P) 

3,400 

1796 S-85 VF20 (EF sharpness. 

porous) 

1,850 

1796 S-88 VG8 (Fine sharpness, 

porous) 

250 

1796 S-91 EF40 (P) 

7,250 

1796 S-93 FI 2 (VF sharpness, 

lite porosity) 

2,100 

EF45 (P) 

6,350 

1796 S-98 VF35 (P) 

4,350 

1796 S-106 VF35 (P) 

6,350 

1796 S-l 12 VF25 (P) 

2,900 

1796 S- 1 15 F 1 5 (P) 

2,450 

1797 S-l 2 lb VF30 

2,300 

1797 S-l 31 EF40 (P) 

2,750 


1 797 S- 1 32 MS62BN (N) 49,500 

1797 S- 140 VF20 525 

1798 S-152 AU50 (P) 16,000 

1 798 S- 1 55 VF20 (EF sharp., 

lite por. & rev. pit.) 3,000 
1 798 S- 1 87 AU50 (N) 2,250 

1801 S-221 VF30 (N) 1,250 

1802 S-241 AU55 (A) (MS 

sharp., recolored) 4,500 

1803 S-264 VG8 (Fine sharp., 

handling marks ) 9,500 

1 806 S-270 MS65BN (N) 24,000 

1 807 S-272 G6 (N) 3,500 

1 807 S-276 VF25 900 

1809 S-280 MS63BN (N) 19,000 
1811/0 S-286 EF40 (P) 4,250 


1812 S-290 MS62 (N) 5,250 

1813 S-292 AU58 (P) 4,750 

1813 S-293 EF45 (N) 2,350 

1814 S-294 AU50(P) 2,500 

AU58 (N) 3,850 

1814 S-295 MS61BN (N) 4,750 

1817 N-16 AU58 (P) 2.000 

1819/8 N-l MS63BN(P) 1,500 
I819N-2 AU58 (P) 625 

1819N-8 MS63RB (P) 850 

1820/19 N-l AU50(P) 800 

1824 N-l AU58 (P) 4,750 

1 824 N-2 AU55 (P) 2,100 

1 829 N-5 VF30 (A) 1 ,900 

1831 N-6MS63BN(P) 1,100 

1 832 N-l AU58 (P) 525 

1833 N-4VF30 265 

1834 N-2 MS64BN 750 

1 834 N-6 MS62BN (P) 3,500 

1 835 N- 1 AU55 (P) 400 

1 836 N- 1 MS63BN (P) 800 

1837 N-5 AU58(P) 350 

1 837 N- 1 0 MS65BN (P) 1,350 

1839 N-4 AU58 (P) 450 

1 842 N-2 MS63BN (P) 625 

1847 N-20 AU58 (P) 400 

1 848 N-9 MS63BN (P) 425 

1 854 N-8 MS65BN (P) 800 

1855 N-l 0MS64RB (P) 1,000 

1 856 N-8 MS64RB (P) 650 

1857 N-l MS63RB (P) 1,450 

1 857 N-4 MS65RB (N) 2,500 


NUMISMATIC SERVICES 


AUCTION 

REPRESENTATION SERVICE 

Do you tool that you are at a competitive 
disadvantage to Hoof bidders when you submit mal 
bids at coin auctions? Do you sometimes receive 
auction lots that tal to meet your expectations? 

I may be able to help you avoid some of these 
problems. Through attendance at al major U.S. coin 
auctions, I can examine and evaluate coins that are 
of interest to you. With this independent advice, you 
wil be able to bid more competitively and receive 
coins that meet your standard! 

Please contact me by mal or telephone TODAY 
if you would like to take advantage of this 
numismatic service. 


WANT LIST SERVICE 

Are you having difficulty finding that rare date or 
elusive variety lor your collection? Or are you 
frustrated just trying to locate nice, problem tree 
examples of more common dates and varieties a! 
fair prices? 

I may be able to help in your search for these 
items. Through attendance at al major U.S. coin 
auctions and over 20 major national, regional, and 
state coin shows each year, I have access to 
literally hundreds of thousands of rare coins offered 
by the dealers throughout the country. If the coins 
you are looking lor are available tor sale, chances 
are I wil be able to locate them for you. 

Please contact me by mal or telephone TODAY 
it you would like to take advantage ol this 
numismatic sendee. 


CONSIGNMENT SALES SERVICE 

Do you have individual coins or sets of coins 
that you would Re to sel? Have you been unable 
to find a dealer that will offer you lair market prices 
for them? 

I accept coins on consignment which I wil sel 
for a smal commission. Through attendance at over 
20 major national, regional, and state coin shows 
each year, I can showcase your coins to tens of 
thousands of potential buyers throughout the 
country. Such wide exposure increases the 
chances of obtaining the best possible prices for 
your coins. 

Please contact me by mail or telephone TODAY 
it you would like to take advantage of this 
numismatic sendee. 


TERMS OF SALE: Satisfaction guaranteed, 14 day 
return privilege for a full refund (Including your postage.) 
MEMBER: ANA (40+ years). ANS, CSNS, EAC, FUN, 
GNA, ISNA, JRCS, MANA, MSNS, PAN, PNG. 




na JIM McGUIGAN 

(412) 247-4484 (9AM-9PM ET) 

800-863-2581 Ext 01 P.O. BOX 133, N. Versailles, PA 15137 


dr************ 
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IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 


THE CONNECTICUT STATE COPPER COINAGE, 1785-1788 


THE GEORGE C. PERKINS, Esqr. COLLECTION 

Catalogued and Sold at Public Auction by Stack’s January 12, 2000 

Comprising the original auction catalogue descriptions and illustrations 
Extracted and reformatted for this special edition 
With a new Introduction and as a special feature: 


A CONNECTICUT CONCORDANCE OF THE 
1975 EAC SALE 
1987 TAYLOR SALE 
2000 PERKINS SALE 

A SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION 

Of only 350 hardbound copies 

Price: $125.00 

$3.50 shipping to US addresses 


Call now to reserve your copy of this landmark attribution guide. 


©2001 Stack’s 
123 West 57 th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
Tel.2 12-582-2580 
Fax 212-582-1946 
infotost.acks.com 
All rights reserved 


the publication of 


AS ILLUSTRATED BY 
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Jack H. Robinson, EAC #1308 P. 0. Box 9426 McLean, Virginia 22102 

Only I will answer this line: 

JHRHTR@AOL.COM 703-821-1446 (has voice mail) 703-821-1854, Anytime 

CQR #17 made it for delivery at EAC '01, with those not attending being 
mailed during the week following EAC '01. As ALWAYS happens with a new CQR, 
there are absolutely certain to be a few mistakes - both by CQR content as well 
as mechanics, i.e. mistakes in the mailing - people move and CQR's are returned 
by USPS as undeliverable, or a mistake in recording the history. In any event, 
if you sense that an error has occured, please call. E-mail or write. We will’ 
straighten our any problem to your satisfaction, once we have identified that 
a problem exists. We try very hard to do the right thing, which, on to content: 

With the massive changes before and after the February 2001 auction sales, 
there are bound to be mistakes and oversights - there are NO formulas to make 
CQR work, just massive amounts of data input, item by item, and no matter how 
much review and overview, some values become wrong. CQR is a guideline, but 
some things are obvious, but* only when you see and identify them. Some changes 
are so different from the prior values, they just get missed. This is not an 
excuse, just statement of fact. For example, 1797 C-3c should read: 


3b 6+ VG(2) -G(7) -3-2-1 LOW HEAD, GRIPPED EDGE 

* VG8 =4 OK Massive change from CQR #16, overlooked 

6+ 2 OK 3 OK 35K in my notes, but 23K sale reported on Page 13 

* ***stupid mistake/oversight by me*** 

There ARE mistakes/oversights in #17. Please tell me anything that you may 
find. I plan to write an "errata" starting in the next P/W to point out/amend 
both the obvious, as well more subtle CQR differences, such as comparisons to 
"Grey Sheet" and other examples such as the 1797 C-3c. I will try to address 
logic (right or wrong) that I have used over the years and in #17, especially. 

If anyone has any questions, just give me a call - I'll try to help. 

I offer the 17th Edition of CQR: Normal Binding for $30, Spiral for $35. 

New EAC members may deduct $10.00 from either of the above, just provide 

your membership number (or indicate that it's pending) when you order. 

The Superior Stamp and Coin, "Jack H. Robinson Sale Catalog", with Prices 

Realized is available, for $40 ** POSTPAID. 


1797 C- 03c - 
CHOICE 
AVERAGE 
SCUDZY 


I offer the following ORIGINAL earlier editions, sent POSTPAID: 


1st Edition 12/31/83 
2nd - 3rd Editions 
4th Edition 09/15/86 
5th Edition 12/31/86 
6th - 7th Editions 
8th Edition 01/31/89 
9th Edition 03/31/90 
10th Edition 03/31/91 
11th Edition 02/29/92 
12th Edition 03/31/93 
13th Edition 09/30/94 
14th Edition 03/31/96 
15th Edition 03/31/97 
16th Edition 07/31/98 


$ 5.00 

SOLD OUT 
6 . 00 
6 . 00 

SOLD OUT 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 
7 . 00 

SOLD OUT 
7 . 00 


(Sheldon Varieties Only) (A few left) 

(Updated) (Very few left) 

(Updated after RSB I) (Very few left) 

(Updated after JHR Sale) 

(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 
(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 
(Updated, includes CC comparison) 
(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 
(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 
(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 

(Updated) (I pay postage of $1.39) 
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Give him/her a 

VE<%X S<FECIJIL gitt 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 





© 2001 SUPERIOR GALLERIES. INC. BONDED AND LICENSED AUCTIONEER #158367783. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


More Great Copper To Be Sold! 


Join Copper Experts ™ Superior Galleries & McCawley-Grellman 

for our May 27, 28, & 29, 2001 Pre-Long Beach Sale 


SHOWN HERE ARE JUST A FEW COPPER HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR 3,300+ LOT COIN SALE 




HALF CENTS 

f . Jgt&'SL 


@ 

1 794 C-4a R3 

1794 C-9 R2 Half Cent 

1796 C-2 R4 Half Cent 

Half Cent 

Double Profile 

Overstruck w/ Undertype 

PCGS 

NGC Choice Mint State 65 

With Pole 

Choice About Uncirc. 

58 Brown 

Choice Very Fine 35 



1797 C-2 R3 
Half Cent 
PCGS 

About Uncirc. 55 



1854 C-1 Half Cent 
Breen 1-B Rarity-5+ 
PCGS Proof-63 
Brown 




LARGE CENTS 


1794 S-24 R1 Large Cent 
PCGS Mint State 65 

Brown 1794 S-60R3+ 

"Apple Cheeks" Variety Large Cent 
Condition Census About Uncirc. 50 

Equal Second Finest 


1846 N-15 R4+ 

Large Cent 

Choice Mint State 63 1846 N-17R5 

Large Cent 
Choice Mint State 63+ 








1825 N-6 R3 
Large Cent 
Mint State 60 
Ex Garrett 


1846 N-21 R6+ 
Large Cent 
Mint State 60 


1847 N-1 R2 Large Cent 
Off Center 
About Uncirc. 50+ 


1849 N-21 R4 + 
Large Cent 
Clipped Planchet 
Mint State 63 
Second Finest 


1796 S-119 R3 
Large Cent 
PCGS Mint State 63 
Red and Brown 
The Dr. Sloss 


1821 N-2 R1 
Large Cent 
PCGS Mint State 63 
Brown. Prooflike. 



1844 N-4 R1 + 
Large Cent 
Off Center 
About Uncirc. 50 



1856 N-5 R5- 
Large Cent 
NGC Choice Proof 66 
Red and Brown 


PREVIEW BY APPOINTMENT 

Mon., May 14 through Fri., May 18 
Mon., May 21 through Fri., May 25 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM. 

PUBLIC PREVIEW 

No Appointment Necessary 

Sat., May 26 through Tues., May 29 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

VIEW LOTS AND BID ONLINE 

http://www.superiorgalleries.com 


AUCTION INQUIRIES 
AND CONSIGNMENTS 

Contact Steve Deeds, Director of Numismatics 
steve@superiorgalleries.com 
(310)203-9855 x204 

ORDER AN ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

Contact Wayne Pratali, Senior Numismatist 
wayne@superiorgalleries.com 
(800)421-0754 x205 

$15 U.S. | S22.50 Canada or Mexico | $30 Overseas 


The Copper Experts Tl 

SUPERIOR 

McCawley-G rellman 



9478 W. Olympic Blvd. 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212-4246 
Tel: (310) 203-9855 
Toll-free: (800) 421-0754 
Fax: (310) 203-0496 
http://www.superiorgalleries.com 



BEVERLY HILLS 

We Help Build and Sell Great Collections™ 



Steve Deeds LM 985 Steve Markoff 
Wayne Pratali LM 550 PNG 289 

Also contact us about our Stamps 
and Space Memorabilia auctions 




















